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OUT  OF  THE  PEWS 
AND  INTO  THE 
STREETS! 


N.Y.  Cardinal  “Comes  Out” 
For  Lesbian/Gay  Rights  Bill 


‘‘I  Don’t  Wear  These  Dresses 
for  Nothing,  Honey,” 

Says  0‘ Connor 

Pope  Distressed  by 
“Kiss  and  Tell’’  Behavior 


SCIENTIFIC  BREAKTHROUGH 

Straights  Make  Babies 
Without  Turkey  Basters! 

“Procreation  Is  Recreation,’’  Says  Het  Authority 
“That’s  Disgusting,”  Counters  Noted  Lesbian 


nside  This  Issue: 


MARX  AND  ENGELS 

THE  UNTOLD  STORY 


Was  the  Dialectic  Originally  a  Dance  Step? 


•  FACT  v.  WAP:  Does  Anybody  Care? 

•  Imelda  Confesses  Passion  for  Cory: 

“Let  Me  Be  Your  First  Lady’’ 

•  The  Tough  Go  Shopping: 

Macy’s  Mobbed  in  Wake  of  Mineshaft  Closing 

•  Lesbian  Labrys-Murderer  Asks 

“How  Many  Men  Does  It  Take  to  Tile  a  Bathroom?’’ 
“One  If  You  Slice  Thinly,  ’’  She  Tells  Shocked  Jury 

•  What  Color  Lipstick  Do  I  Wear 
With  My  Leather  Jacket? 

Fashion  Tips  for  the  New  Lesbian 


Condos  as  Condoms :  How  to  Keep  the  Riff-Raff  Away  Pm  \ 
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Fab  Four  Blasts  Queer  Sex 

Panel  Urges  Dykes  to  Cruise, Fags  to  Bake 


By  Sve  Hyde 

NEW  YORK  —  In  a  shocking 
development,  a  panel  of  four 
noted  gay  and  lesbian  sex  writers 
and  therapists  suggested  this  past 
weekend  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
can  learn  about  sex  from  each 
other!  And  the  panel  went  on  to 
underscore  its  contention  with 
graphic  demonstrations  and 
pointed  commentary. 

Panel  members  Margie  Lick- 
urns,  Bonnie  Everdyke,  Charles 
Silverfag,  and  Edmund  Blight  in  a 
jointly  authored  statement,  said, 
“It’s  time  for  us  to  realize  that  gay 
men  who  are  struggling  to  rein  in 
their  sexual  behavior  in  ‘com¬ 
pulsive  sex’  groups  and  lesbians 
struggling  to  liberate  their  sexual 
selves  in  the  ever-popular  ‘no  time 
for  sex’  groups  are  people  on  the 
extremes  trying  to  reach  a  com¬ 
mon  middle  ground.” 

Addressing  the  women  in  the 
audience,  Lickums  said,  “Look  at 
it  this  way,  girls,  either  change 
your  acts  or  dry  up.  Some  of  us 
have  been  waiting  too  long  for  the 
meetings  and  potlucks  to  end. 
Shut  up  and  come  to  bed,  fer- 
gawdssakes.” 


“And  you  men,”  chimed  in 
Blight,  “you  should  know  that  in 
all  the  cities  I’ve  visited  on  my 
latest  book  promo  tour,  men  are 
scratching  their  crotches  and  won¬ 
dering  what  to  do  with  themselves. 
I  mean,  shopping  only  carries  us  so 
far!” 

Everdyke  then  narrated  a 
fashion  show/demonstration  by 
the  1986  Ms.  Some  Sex,  Pat 
California.  Dressed  in  fetchingly 
fetishistic  rubberwear,  Ms.  Some 
Sex  went  through  her  paces,  show¬ 
ing  the  audience  “cruise  to  come” 
techniques.  “Note  the  eye 
contact,”  chirped  Everdyke,  “and 
the  way  she  uses  her  height  to  an 
intimidating  advantage.  And  those 
hands!  They  never  stop,  do  they?” 

As  California  swooped  about 
the  stage  stalking  imaginary  prey, 
Everdyke  suggested  that  women 
“turn  every  errand  into  an  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  sex.  Celebrate  that 
predatory  attitude!  And  start  day¬ 
dreaming  your  favorite  fantasies 
during  those  dreary  political 
meetings  and  endless  therapy  ses¬ 
sions,”  she  advised. 

Silverfag  took  the  mike  for  Mr. 


Duke  to  Queers: 
No  Puppy  Love 


Bark,  Bark,  Meow,  Meow, 
LeFs  End  Homophobia  Now! 


Fiona,  Alf,  Roger  and  Kali  (1-r)  are  awaiting  placement  in  loving  homes. 


BOSTON  —  In  an  emergency  press  conference  on  March  27, 
Governor  Michael  “what  me  be  president?”  Dukakis  announced  a 
new  state  policy  which  virtually  excludes  lesbians  and  gay  men  from 
adopting  pets  from  the  Mass  Society  for  the  Prevention  of  Cruelty  to 
Animals  (MSPCA).  The  announcement  is  being  met  with  much 
resistance  in  the  lesbian  and  gay  community. 

“Pets  are  the  moral  fiber  upon  which  Amerikan  families  are 
made,”  said  Dukakis  in  defense  of  the  new  policy.  He  continued,  “It 
would  be  preferable  to  place  these  animals,  who  have  had  a  traumatic 
first  few  years,  in  a  traditional  family  with  heterosexual  parents,  2.5 
children  and  two  cars.”  Dukakis  added,  “Jane,  Dick  and  Spot  would 
not  be  the  role  models  they  are  today  if  Spot  had  been  raised  by 
homosexuals.” 

Reaction  to  the  new  policy  was  swift  among  the  lesbian  and  gay 
community.  A  number  of  new  organizations  have  formed  to  reverse 
the  policy,  including:  Faggots  Fond  of  Furry  Friends,  Dykes  with 
Dogs,  and  Gays  and  Lesbians  in  Defense  of  Canines.  At  a  rally 
organized  by  members  of  these  groups,  protesters  sat  in  outside  of  the 
governor’s  office  chanting,  “Dogs  and  cats  we  all  agree,  pets  need 
love  not  bigotry,”  and  “Bark,  bark,  meow,  meow,  let’s  end  homo¬ 
phobia  now.” 

—  Kim  Wisenheimer 


No  Sex’s  exhibition.  Mr.  No  Sex, 
a.k.a.  Jack  Bangler,  was  comfort¬ 
ably  attired  in  loose-fitting  cotton- 
wool-Goretex  any-weather,  any- 
temperature  drawstring  pants  and 
a  truly  shapeless  flannel  shirt  with 
lavender  running  shoes.  “Note  the 
practical  clothing,”  cooed  the 
well-oiled  Silverfag,  “and  the  no- 
nonsense  stance.  This  fella  is  ready 
for  a  meeting,  a  demo,  a  vigil  or  an 


over-potluck  emergency  caucus  of 
his  affinity  group.” 

Bangler  strode  about  the  stage 
area,  striking  poses  of  non-coop¬ 
eration  and  non-violence.  “Very 
non-sexual,”  said  Silverfag,  nod¬ 
ding  in  approval.  Bangler  went 
limp  and  Silverfag  exhorted  the 
audience,  “Remember,  men, 
don’t  leave  home  without  a  stack 
of  flyers.  Learn  to  cook  tofu  in 


eight  minutes.  Always  schedule 
your  meetings  for  11:00  p.m.  And 
send  in  your  Pledge  of  Desistance 
forms  and  donations  immediately. 
Join  an  affinity  group  and  cul¬ 
tivate  comradely  fellowship. 
You’ll  spend  the  night  in  jail  with 
hundreds  of  other  men  and 
strategize  all  night  when  you  used 
to  fuck  all  night!” 

continued  on  page  32 


Breed,  Breed,  Breed 

Straights  Must  Stop  Sex; 
One  in  Ten  People  Favors 
Heterosexual  Quarantine 


By  Stuart  Hawkins 

NEW  YORK  —  Dr.  Gilda  Grim 
is  urging  heterosexuals  everywhere 
to  abstain  from  all  forms  of  sexual 
activity  “until  further  notice.” 

“We  find  ourselves  in  the  midst 
of  a  very  real  epidemic:  large  num¬ 
bers  of  unwanted  children  are 
brought  into  the  world  every 
day,”  explained  Grim,  “it  all  boils 
down  to  one  thing:  SEX.” 

Reaction  to  Grim’s  modest  pro¬ 
posal  of  total  celibacy  for  the 
heterosexual  population  has  been 
very  strong. 

Conservative  columnist  William 
B.  Fuckly  took  Grim’s  concept 
even  further.  “It  is  time,”  Fuckly 
wrote  in  his  most  recent  syndicated 
column,  “for  heterosexual  men 
everywhere  to  have  a  small  ‘Mr. 
Yuck’  Poison  Warning  sticker 
decoupaged  to  the  heads  of  their 
respective  penii.  Why,  the  very  act 
of  painting  shellack  onto  a  penis 
should  discourage  erections, 
which  is  where  all  of  this  nasty 
business  gets  its  start  in  the  first 
place.” 


Movie  superstar  and  Hollywood 
celebrity,  Share,  describes  a 
typical  frightening,  real-life  inci¬ 
dent:  “I  was  driving  down 
Hollywood  Boulevard  and  I  saw 
this  young  guy  and  girl  walking 
down  the  street  holding  hands.  I 
rolled  down  my  window  and 


shouted,  ‘Hey,  knock  it  off  you 
guys,  this  is  serious,  we  ain’t 
playin’  games  any  more.’  ” 


Does  the  concept  of  Safe  Sex 
relieve  any  of  this  anxiety?  “Zere 
is  no  zuch  thing  as  Zafe  Zex  for 


Ztraights,”  said  not-very-tall  sex 
therapist  Dr.  Ruth  Wisenheimer  at 
a  conference  entitled  “Let’s  Just 
Read  A  Book:  The  Sex  Alternative 
For  the  Eighties.” 

“Face  it,”  Wisenheimer  ex¬ 
plained,  “This  zex  thing  has  been 
done  and  done  again,  it’s  time  ve 
all  grow  up.” 

Comedienne  Joan  Blithers 
strongly  supports  the  call  for 
monastic  behavior.  “Hey,”  she 
rasped,  “think  of  all  those  hetero¬ 
sexual  actors  kissing  each  other  on 
Dynasty.  Krystle  and  Blake,  hell  if 
I  was  Linda  Evans  I’d  be  terrified, 
John  Forsythe  is  a  known 
heterosexual.  I’m  a  doctor’s 
daughter  and  I  won’t  take  this 
stuff  lying  down.” 

Perhaps  the  most  surprising 
aspect  of  this  story  are  the  results 
of  a  recent  Gallup  Poll.  When  ask¬ 
ed  “Should  all  heterosexuals  be 
quarantined  immediately?”  one  in 
ten  respondents  replied:  “Sure!” 
“Definitely,”  “Yeah,  what  a  great 
idea,  I  wish  I’d  thought  of  that!” 

continued  on  page  69 


Sisters  Don  ’t  Wanna  Have  Fun 

Nuns  Shown  a  Good  Time 
at  Resort,  File  Suit 


By  Anise  Vinedaughter 

BOSTON  —  A  group  of  nuns 
has  filed  suit  after  allegedly  being 
kidnapped  en  route  to  their  annual 
spiritual  retreat  and  taken  instead 
to  Socrates’  Retreat,  a  well-known 
sex  resort  in  New  York.  Members 
of  the  religious  order,  Slaves  of  the 
Blessed  Virgin,  are  charging  Myass 
Travel  Agency  with  terrorism, 
fraud  and  depravity.  “Heavens  to 
Betsy!  We  made  a  deal  with  them 
in  good  faith,”  said  Sister  Louie 
Louie.  “They  violated  our  con¬ 
tract  and  we  expect  penance  from 
them.” 

Barbara  Snear,  director  of 
Myass,  told  GCN  that  it  was  all  a 
misunderstanding.  “What  did 
they  expect  with  a  name  like  that? 


We  thought  they  were  another  one 
of  those  lesbian  S/M  groups.” 
Snear  is  particularly  insulted  by 
the  lawsuit  because  she  said  the 
travel  agency  went  out  of  its  way  to 
make  special  arrangements  for  the 
nuns  once  they  arrived  at  Socrates. 
“Since  we  assumed  they  were  ‘that 
element’  we  scheduled  them  at  the 
same  time  as  a  bowling  league 
from  Wheeling,  West  Virginia.  We 
thought  that  would  be  a  satisfying 
arrangement  for  all  concerned,  if 
you  catch  my  drift,”  she  said. 

The  nuns  are  incensed  by  what 
they  described  to  GCN  as 
“assaults  on  their  bridal  maiden¬ 
hood  in  Christ.”  Apparently,  once 
they  had  settled  in  for  their  first 


night,  a  group  of  boisterous  gay 
men  barged  into  their  rooms.  “We 
saw  them  get  off  the  bus  and  who 
could  resist?  I  love  a  queen  in  drag, 
especially  black,”  said  John  Paul, 
a  guest  at  Socrates  Retreat. 

Most  of  the  nuns  have  returned 
to  the  cloister  since  the  event. 
However,  GCN  was  able  to  inter¬ 
view  one  sister  who  was  busy  mak¬ 
ing  communion  wafers.  “1  don’t 
understand  the  uproar,”  said 
Sister  Madonna.  “1  had  such  a 
good  time  and  I  met  the  nicest 
sister  from  a  San  Francisco  order 
—  The  Sisters  of  Perpetual  Indul¬ 
gence.  She  was  teaching  me  to 
roller  skate  just  when  we  had  to 
leave.” 
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Freaking  Out - 

Hetero  Lib  — 
Watch  Out! 

By  Susie  Day 

Look  at  your  paycheck.  Did  the  government  take  out  again  for 
Humanitarian  Aid?  Is  the  crime  rate  going  up  in  your  neighborhood? 
Are  you  worried  about  the  Deficit?  Do  catastrophes  at  home  and 
abroad  cause  you  pain?  Would  you  agree  that  there  is  a  Problem? 

You  know  what  the  Problem  is,  don’t  you?  Heterosexuals.  I 
have  evidence. 

Everywhere  you  go,  there  they  are.  Walking.  Talking.  Eating. 
Drinking.  Buying  things.  Going  wee-wee.  Disgusting.  I  even  saw  one 
vote  once.  After  it  came  out  of  the  little  booth,  it  winked  at  me  and 
said,  “Hubba  hubba.” 

I’ve  been  watching  them  for  years,  now.  Oh,  they  start  off  in¬ 
nocently  enough.  As  babies,  straight  people  are  often  really  cute. 
Many  of  them,  however,  tend  to  cry  all  night  and  drool  a  lot  —  the 
first  signs  that  something  is  not  quite  right. 

As  heterosexuals  grow  older,  they  watch  TV  for  hours;  after¬ 
wards  they  go  outside  to  play.  Boys  build  toy  skyscrapers  and  run 
choo-choo  trains  through  tiny  tunnels,  while  the  girls  look  on  and 
make  little  mud  doughnuts.  Then  they  all  go  into  their  houses  and  eat 
red  meat. 

And  it  doesn’t  stop  there.  Many  of  them  learn  to  read,  in  order  to 
keep  up  with  the  latest  heterosexual  thought  and  swimwear.  Soon,  all 
they  can  think  of  is  getting  a  place  of  their  own  and  holding  down  a 
job,  so  that  they  can  procure  members  of  the  “opposite”  gender  with 
whom  they  can  have  frequent  and  pleasurable  sexual  relations. 

And  that’s  why  we’re  in  the  mess  we’re  in  today! 

I  admit  they  had  me  fooled  for  a  while.  At  first,  they  appeared  to  be 
just  another  harmless  liberation  group.  They  wanted  their  “rights.” 
The  media  seemed  to  be  on  their  side.  Heck,  weren’t  we  “all  just  peo¬ 
ple?” 

But  then  things  started  to  get  bad.  My  application  for  modeling 
school  was  turned  down;  they  wanted  someone  whose  posture  was  a 
little  “straighter.”  Several  of  my  friends  were  “laid”  off  of  their 
jobs.  A  nuclear  family  moved  into  our  neighborhood  —  and  rents 
skyrocketted. 

So  I  began  to  look  around.  I  realized  that  what  I  had  been  wat¬ 
ching  was  part  of  a  carefully  orchestrated  plan.  “They’re  taking  our 
jobs,”  I  thought,  “buying  up  acres  of  land  on  the  QT;  forming 
heterosexual  corporations;  merging.  They  can  teach  in  our  schools, 
store  exercyles  in  their  basements  —  and  there’s  nothing  we  can  do 
about  it.” 

Or  was  there?  I  got  some  facts. 

•Did  you  know  that  heterosexuals  comprise  at  least  90  percent  of 
the  population? 

•Did  you  know  that  the  earth  is  now  groaning  with  over 
50,000,000  straight  people,  each  of  whom  wants  above  all  else  to 
“survive?” 

•It  therefore  follows  that  at  least  90  percent  of  all  muggers, 
thieves,  pickpockets,  terrorists,  slumlords,  and  fascist  dictators  are  — 
HETEROSEXUAL!!!  And  more  are  appearing  every  day! 

Why  has  this  been  allowed  to  continue?  Do  we  want  our  art 
criticized,  our  food  processed,  our  weaponry  assembled  by  this  type 
person?  Think!  I  did. 

Through  careful,  inductive  reasoning,  I  have  discovered  that 
there  is  a  vast  conspiracy  of  Militant  Heterosexuals  who  seek 
totalitarian  control  of  the  entire  world.  They  want  to  make  everyone 
exactly  like  they  arel  And  you  thought  it  was  the  CIA. . . . 

Recent  studies  have  shown  that  when  heterosexuals  go  out  on 
dates,  they  maintain  certain  rigid  sex-role  stereotypes.  This  is  no  acci¬ 
dent.  Their  behavior  is  being  monitored  at  all  times  by  the  Militant 
Heterosexual  president,  Big  Breeder.  “Big  Breeder  is  Watching,”  is  a 
standard  admonition  to  the  nonconformist  straight  person.  You  can 
imagine  the  terror  it  invokes. 

Occasionally,  some  unfortunate  soul  snaps  under  the  pressure  of 
constant  programming.  People  like  this  can  be  seen  shuffling  about 
their  lawns  in  bedroom  slippers,  mumbling  incessantly  the  three  fun¬ 
damental  credos  taught  to  them  by  the  Breederhood:  (1)  Freedom  is 
Marriage;  (2)  War  is  Winnable;  and  (3)  Ignorance  is  a  Nice  Home  in 
the  Suburbs. 

Soon,  if  we  are  not  careful,  we  will  be  like  that.  They’re  waiting, 
you  know  —  just  waiting  for  a  few  more  of  us  to  go  over  to  their  side. 

You  see,  heterosexuals  are  required  to  date  as  often  as  they  can. 
They  form  sexual  alliances  with  everybody  —  EVEN  homosexuals! 
Yes!  Heterosexuals  try  to  recruit  decent  gay  men  and  lesbians  into 
their  nefarious  “lifestyle.”  And  they’re  succeeding! 

More  and  more  hapless  victims  are  appearing  every  day.  Sales  of 
homoerotic  videos  have  plummetted,  while  increasing  numbers  of  gay 
men  are  bringing  home  such  films  as  Seven  Brides  for  Seven  Brothers, 
which  they  watch  for  hours  with  ghastly  expressions  of  satisfied 
catatonia  on  their  faces.  More  than  one  lesbian  has  found  a  funny  lit¬ 
tle  “frisbee”  in  her  lover’s  knapsack,  which,  upon  closer  questioning, 
was  revealed  to  be  a  diaphragm. 

Of  course,  there  may  be  some  good  heterosexuals.  High-minded, 
soulful  liberals  who  endeavor  to  do  right  in  all  things,  to  take  respon¬ 
sibility  for  their  shortcomings  and  discourage  foul  play  amongst  their 
peers.  But  would  you  want  Phil  Donahue  to  marry  your  lesbian  lover? 

Ignoring  the  Problem  won’t  make  it  go  away.  Here  are  some  sug¬ 
gestions  for  direct  action: 

•Burn  their  records.  How  many  copies  of  “Wives  and  Lovers” 
must  be  destroyed  before  they  world  feels  safe  again?  Let’s  find  out! 

•Close  their  sports  complexes  and  shopping  malls,  notorious 
heterosexual  “hang-outs.” 

•Urge  them  to  seek  professional  help.  Remind  them  that  this  is 
for  their  own  good.  Also  remind  them  that  their  health  insurance  pro¬ 
bably  won’t  cover  it. 

•Feel  free  to  come  up  with  your  own  solutions.  Or  draw  from  the 
experience  of  others.  How  did  Steve  McQueen  get  rid'of  the  Blob,  for 
example? 

If  all  else  fails,  ask. them  to  think  about  the  crime  rate  and  the 
Deficit;  about  catastrophes  at  home  and  abroad.  Give  them  an 
ultimatum:  do  they  want  to  be  part  of  the  Problem  or  part  of  the  solu¬ 
tion?  Then  get  them  to  give  you  their  paychecks. 

©  Susie  Day 


CLASSIFRIEDS _ 

GCN  SPECIALS 

Members  of  the  GCN  collective,  in 
solidarity  with  those  of  us  who  suffer 
with  lower  back  pain,  are  seeking  a 
massage  table  and  volunteer  masseur 
or  masseuse  to  come  in  on  a  regular 
basis.  Call  426-4469,  ask  for  the  Lumbar 
Legion  co-chair. _ (4-1) 

HAIR  LOVER 

Furry,  feline-loving  feminist  seeks  like- 
minded  play  kitten.  Are  you  purrfect? 
Shall  we  off  to  a  chat-chateau?  If  you 
have  pedigree  and/or  papers,  write  me! 
Box  1001. _ (4-1) 

ORGASM  PILL 

Lonely?  Bored?  Too  many  nights  with 
nothing  to  do?  Finally,  a  simple  cap¬ 
sule  taken  with  your  favorite  beverage, 
could  be  your  answer!  30  minutes  after 
you  swallow  our  miracle  pill,  give 
yourself  this  little  test.  Sneeze  ligltly 
once.  You  should  notice  hightened 
sensibilities.  Fifteen  minutes  later, 
sneeze  again.  Ah!  See  what  we  mean? 
$100.00,  from  the  1st  10k  readers,  will 
assure  a  one-months'  supply  of  “THE 
BIG  O''.  Send  cash  only  to  Box  1002. 
_ (±1) 

“JIMMY  LAUGHED  TODAY” 

9  year  old  Jimmy  did  homework  today, 
Suzi  washed  her  hair  and  Sandy  will 
make  popcorn  for  several  friends  over 
the  weekend.  All  because  you  were  too 
busy  to  help  a  child!  Join  a  network 
which  has  formed  to  help  you.  SASE  to 
Box  1003. _ (4-1) 

WITH  LOVE? 

My  mistress’  eyes  are  nothing  like  the 
sun;  Coral  is  far  more  red  than  her  lips’ 
red;  If  snow  be  white,  why  then  her 
breasts  are  dun;  If  hairs  be  wires,  black 
wires  grow  on  her  head. 

I  have  seen  roses  damask’d,  red  and 
white,  But  no  such  roses  see  I  in  her 
cheeks;  And  in  some  perfume  is  there 
more  delight  Than  in  the  breath  that 
from  my  mistress  reeks.  I  love  to  hear 
her  speak,  yet  well’l  know  That  music 
hath  a  far  more  pleasing  sound;  I  grant  I 
never  saw  a  goddess  go-My  mistress 
when  she  walks  treds  on  the  ground. 
And  yet,  by  heaven,  I  think  my  love  as 
rare  As  any  she  belied  with  false  com- 
pare.  W.S.,  born  4/26, 1564. _ (4  1) 


Is  there  a  crisis  in  your  movement? 
Need  a  krowd  kwik? 


S 


iwe’fttl 

Pu&HfJ 

yoy’ftCi 


RENT-A-DEM0 


From  10  to  5,000  people  provided  within  24  hours 
All  ethnicities,  religions  and  sexualities  provided 
Special  potpourri  crowd  discounts  of  10% 

Add  25%  to  regular  rates  for  acts  of  civil  disobedience 
Add  50%  to  rates  for  victims  of  police  brutality 


And  if  you  act  now 


we’ll  pay  you  for  any  demo  against  Michael  Dukakis! 


Against  the  family,  church  and  state 
No  demo’s  ever  too  late!!! 

Call 

555-DEMO 


J 


Coming  Soon! 

Our  Sister  Publication 

GAY  IMMUNITY  NEWS 

the  timely  lifestyle  magazine  for  the  ’80s 

With  the  Features  You  Want  to  Read: 

•  Dykes  and  Vitamins:  What  the  Heck? 

•  Is  Watching  Dynasty  Six  Times  a  Week  Considered  Exercise??? 

•  Laughter,  The  Poppers  of  the  ’80s! 

•  Condom  Allergies:  Uh-Oh,  What  Now? 

•  Opera  Stimulates  T-Cell  Growth!!! 

•  And  much,  much  more.  .  .Coming  Soon! 

GA  Y  IMMUNITY  NEWS 

It’s  Fabulous! 


Help  Wanted 

[please] 

Entire  GCN  Staff 
ALL  POSITIONS  AVAILABLE 
NO  SKILL  NECESSARY 

Must  have  ability  to: 

•  attend  1  7-hour  staff  meeting  weekly 

•  rehash  all  decisions  at  the  following  week’s  meeting 

•  work  70  hours/week  at  1965  minimum  wage 

Minimum  6-week  commitment  required 
No  resume  or  cover  letter  necessary; 

All  applicants  hired  upon  appearance 
[Equal  Opportunity  Employer] 

GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 


PBS  Blows  It  P.  3 


Condom  Mania  P.s 
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New  recommendations  a  step  toward  mandatory  testing? 

CDC  Advises  HTLV-3  Test  for  All  ‘At-Risk’ 


By  Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The 
federal  government  has  recom¬ 
mended  that  “all  persons  at  in¬ 
creased  risk”  for  AIDS  should  be 
periodically  tested  for  HTLV-III 
antibody.  However,  a  broad  array 
of  groups  has  questioned  the  use¬ 
fulness  of,  and  the  motives  be¬ 
hind,  such  testing. 

The  Centers  for  Disease  Control 
(CDC),  together  with  its  parent 
agency,  the  Public  Health  Service 
(PHS),  announced  the  recommen¬ 
dations  at  a  March  13  press  confer¬ 
ence.  The  recommendations  were 
printed  in  the  March  14  issue  of  the 
CDC’s  Morbidity  and  Mortality 
Weekly  Report  (MMWR).  Ac¬ 
cording  to  officials  at  the  PHS, 
the  recommendations  originated 
from  within  the  office  of  Dr. 
James  O.  Mason,  Assistant 
Secretary  of  Health  and  Human 
Services,  and  were  distributed  for 
comment  to  local  health  officials 
last  December. 

The  stated  purpose  of  the  re¬ 
commendations  is  to  “suggest 
ways  to  facilitate  identification  of 
seropositive  asymptomatic  per¬ 
sons,  both  for  medical  evaluation 
and  for  counseling  to  prevent 
transmission.”  The  CDC  has  call¬ 
ed  for  state  and  local  authorities  to 
routinely  offer  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  test  to  all  people  at  risk  for 
AIDS  when  such  people  receive 
health  care. 

A  key  section  of  the  recommen¬ 
dations  states  that  “Without  ap¬ 
propriate  confidentiality  protec¬ 
tion,  anonymous  testing  should  be 
considered.”  However,  standards 
for  confidentiality  and/or 
anonymity  are  not  urged  or 
specified. 

The  recommendations  differ 
sharply  from  existing  CDC  at-risk 
statistical  categories.  Besides  the 
at-risk  populations  of  gay  and  bi¬ 


sexual  men,  IV-drug  users, 
heterosexuals  in  contact  with  a 
person  at  risk  for  AIDS,  and 
hemophiliacs,  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  include  people  “born  in 
countries  where  heterosexual 
transmission  is  thought  to  play  a 
major  role,”  such  as  Haiti  and 
“Central  African  countries,”  as 
well  as  prostitutes.  Dr.  Walter 
Dowdle,  AIDS  coordinator  for  the 
PHS,  defended  the  inclusion  of 
these  last  two  as  risk  groups  by 
saying  that  the  former  list  is 
statistical,  the  latter  is 
epidimeological.  Further,  he  said 
that  prostitutes  were  included 
among  the  risk  groups  simply  be¬ 
cause  they  could  possibly  spread 
the  disease. 

The  recommendations  include 
guidelines  for  counseling.  For  peo¬ 
ple  at-risk  who  test  negative  for 
antibody,  they  suggest  a  “stable, 
mutually  monogamous  relation¬ 
ship.”  For  people  who  test 
positive,  “abstention  from  sexual 
activity  with  another  person  is  one 
option  that  would  eliminate  any 
risk  of  sexually  transmitting” 
AIDS. 

Although  the  recommendations 
mention  safe  sex,  they  focus  on  the 
exchange  of  any  bodily  fluid  rather 
than  specific  sexual  acts  believed 
to  transmit  the  HTLV-III  virus. 
Further,  they  state  that  “state  or 
local  action  is  appropriate  on 
public  health  grounds  to  regulate 
and  close  establishments  where 
there  is  evidence  that  they 
facilitate  high  risk  behavior,  such 
as  anonymous  sexual  contacts  or 
intercourse  with  multiple  part¬ 
ners.  ...”  Again,  the  recommen¬ 
dations  target  all  sexuality,  rather 
than  specific  sexual  acts. 

“We  really  don’t  have  any 
evidence  that  these  recommenda¬ 
tions  are  the  best  alternative  for 


educating  people,”  Dowdle  told 
GCN.  He  said  that  although  the 
recommendations  may  feed  panic 
around  AIDS  through  the  broad 
definitions  of  who  is  at-risk  and 
how  the  disease  is  transmitted,  it 
would  be  “irresponsible”  not  to 
make  them. 

Jeff  Levi,  of  the  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force,  said  that 
the  recommendations  themselves 
are  irresponsible.  “This  advocacy 
of  mass  testing  will  lead  to  the 
diverting  of  funds  from  education 
to  testing,”  Levy  said,  adding  that 
education  is  the  most  valuable  tool 
to  stop  the  spread  of  AIDS.  He 
also  said  that  there  was  no 
demonstrated  correlation  between 
knowledge  of  antibody  status  and 
change  in  behavior.  Levi  called  the 
recommendations  “bad  policy,” 
and  said  they  may  be  “the  first 
step  down  the  slippery  slope”  that 
may  lead  to  mandatory  testing. 


The  National  Hemophilia  Foun¬ 
dation  also  said  that,  “there  is  no 
substitute  for  an  effectively 
designed  and  targeted  educational 
strategy  directed  at  modifying 
behavior  in  order  to  reduce  the 
transmission  of  the  HTLV-III 
virus.”  However,  it  also  argued, 
in  its  March  19  AIDS  Update, 
that  “negative  results  may  lead  in¬ 
dividuals  to  the  erroneous  conclu¬ 
sions  that  safety  measures  regar¬ 
ding  intimate  relations  are  not 
necessary,”  and  that  periodic 
testing  may  in  fact  lead  to  a  “false 
sense  of  security.” 

While  Dowdle  agreed  with  this 
last  concern,  he  said  that  the  num¬ 
bers  who  might  be  antibody 
negative  but  still  infectious  are 
negligible. 

Paul  Boneberg,  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco’s  Mobilization  Against 
AIDS,  called  the  recommenda¬ 
tions  “very,  very  dangerous.” 


“This  is  the  same  government 
that’s  using  the  same  test  to  throw 
people  out  of  the  military,”  he 
said,  “and  the  testing  is  man¬ 
datory  in  the  military.  Mandatory 
testing  is  in  place  in  many  places. 
The  government  is  speaking  out  of 
both  sides  of  its  mouth  on  this 
issue,  and  I  don’t  trust  it  to  respect 
our  confidentiality  and  our  civil 
rights.”  Boneberg  said  that  since 
testing  “is  not  a  viable  way  of 
varying  persons’  behavior,  only 
education  is,  and  since  some  peo¬ 
ple  who  have  been  exposed  never 
develop  antibodies,  it  seems  that 
these  recommendations  may  not 
be  about  what  the  administration 
says  they’re  about.”  He  suggested 
that  the  real  purpose  behind 
testing  might  be  to  “compile  a 
massive  list  of  people  to  be  used 
for  massive  discrimination.” 

—  filed  from  Boston 


The  council  proceedings  blow-by-blow 

NYC  Grants  Rights  Bill 
to  Lesbians,  Gay  Men 


By  Bruce-Michael  Gelbert 
NEW  YORK  —  Fifteen  years 
after  its  first  introduction,  Intro. 
2,  the  bill  intended  to  bar  discri¬ 
mination  on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation  in  employment,  hous¬ 
ing,  and  public  accommodations, 
passed  the  New  York  City  Council 
at  6:05  p.m.  on  March  20 by  a  vote 
of  21  to  14.  Lesbians  and  gay  men 
cheered  strongly  supportive  coun- 
cilmember  Ruth  Messinger  who 
“proudly  cast  the  18th  vote,” 
assuring  the  bill’s  passage,  and 
shunned  vituperative  opponent, 


Members  waffle  on  lesbian/gay  parenting 

Mass.  Commission  Set 
to  Review  Foster  Care 


councilmember  Noach  Dear, 
silently  standing  with  backs  turned 
toward  him  and  arms  around  each 
other  as  he  delivered  his  summa¬ 
tion  speech.  Dear  had  introduced 
two  amendments  to  the  bill  in  a 
failed  attempt  to  stall  a  council’s 
vote.  A  mass  celebratory  rally  in 
Greenwich  Village  and  a  victory 
dance  took  place  later  that  night. 

The  Coalition  for  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Rights  (CLGR)  spent  many 
months  lobbying  councilmembers 
for  their  votes  in  favor  of  the  bill. 
By  early  March,  there  were  14 
sponsors  and  three  additional  sup¬ 
porters.  Sal  Albanese,  of  Bay 
Ridge,  Brooklyn  pledged  support 
just  prior  to  the  bill’s  passage  in 
the  council’s  General  Welfare 


Committee  on  March  1 1 .  Though 
hostile  constituents  picketed  his 
district  office  and  clergy  lobbied 
for  his  dissent,  he  cast  an  affir¬ 
mative  vote  on  March  20.  Brook¬ 
lyn’s  Sam  Horwitz,  representing 
Brighton  Beach  and  Coney  Island 
and  chairing  the  committee  in 
which  the  bill  originated,  added 
his  approval  of  the  measure  on 
March  11  and  did  so  again  on 
March  20.  Wendell  Foster,  who  re¬ 
presents  the  Southwest  Bronx  and 
is  an  ordained  minister  in  the 
United  Church  of  Christ,  was  the 
surprise  20th  vote,  letting  his  op¬ 
position  to  discrimination  conquer 
his  “repugnance”  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men.  Joseph  Lisa,  of  Corona 
and  heavily  gay  and  lesbian  Jack- 


By  Kim  Westheimer 

BOSTON  —  A  Foster  Care  Com¬ 
mission  has  been  appointed  by 
Human  Services  Secretary  Philip 
Johnston  to  review  the  delivery  of 
services  to  children  and  families 
within  the  state  foster  care  system. 
The  commission,  announced  by 
Johnston  on  February  28, 1  will 
have  its  first  meeting  on  April  4.  It 
remains  unclear  whether  this  com¬ 
mission  will  attempt  to  reverse  the 
homophobic  foster  care  policy  in¬ 
stated  by  Johnston  and  Governor 
Michael  Dukakis  almost  a  year 
ago.  The  policy  virtually  excludes 
lesbians  and  gay  men  from  becom¬ 
ing  foster  parents  and  discrimin¬ 
ates  against  single  people,  extend¬ 
ed  families,  and  women  working 
outside  the  home. 

The  20-person  commission  in¬ 
cludes  legislators,  human  service 
professionals  and  Catholic  clergy. 
Vocal  opponents  to  the  homopho¬ 
bic  foster  care  policy  sit  on  the 
commission,  including  Senator 
Jack  Backman  (D-Brookline)  and 
Representative  Barbara  Hildt 
(D-Amesbury).  “I  hope  to  explore 
the  fact  that  the  basis  of  [the  cur¬ 
rent  policy]  is  inappropriate,” 
Backman  told  GCN.  “Unless  [we 
have]  a  policy  of  equal  access  to 
foster  care  on  the  basis  of  in¬ 


dividual  qualifications,  we  won’t 
meet  the  needs  of  foster  children.” 

A  number  of  commission  mem¬ 
bers  told  GCN  they  would  not 
make  a  public  statement  about 
their  views  on  lesbian  and  gay 
foster  parenting  because  they  did 
not  want  to  polarize  the  discussion 
and  therefore  hinder  a  construc¬ 
tive  process  for  the  commission. 
“Good  public  policy  can  only  be 
the  result  of  two  sides  coming 
together,”  said  Linda  Luongo, 
staff  director  for  the  House 
Human  Services  and  Elderly  Af¬ 
fairs  Committee.  Luongo,  who 
works  for  Representative  Joseph 
DeNucci,  will  be  filling  the  com¬ 
mittee  slot  set  aside  for  DeNucci. 

Committee  member  Christine 
Crowe,  director  of  community- 
based  programs  at  the  Judge 
Baker  Guidance  Center  in  Boston, 
also  told  GCN  she  did  not  want  to 
publicly  take  a  stand  on  les¬ 
bian/gay  foster  parenting  at  this 
time.  “I’d  like  to  step  back  and 
look  at  problems  in  the  foster  care 
system  and  one  of  those  might  in¬ 
clude  the  standards  for  decision 
making  about  who  should  be  a 
foster  parent,”  said  Crowe. 

Luongo,  Backman,  Crowe  and 
Judy  Barry,  a  family  resource 


specialist  in  the  Coastal  Area  Of¬ 
fice  of  the  Department  of  Social 
Services  (DSS)  all  agree  that  the 
foster  care  system  needs  serious 
changes. “Every  area  [of  DSS] 
could  use  more  homes,”  said 
Barry.  “In  our  area  we  could  cer¬ 
tainly  use  ten  more  homes  for 
adolescents,  five  to  ten  homes  for 
sibling  groups  and  one  to  two  for 
special  needs  children.  There  are 
forty  areas  in  DSS.  My  sense  is 
that  every  area  and  every  agency  is 
looking  to  [find  more  homes.].” 

Committee  members  who  spoke 
to  GCN  stressed  while  it  was 
plausible  the  commission  would 
discuss  gay  foster  parenting,  they 
did  not  perceive  that  as  the  most 
crucial  issue  facing  the  foster  care 
system.  Areas  members  cited  as 
needing  review  in  the  system  in¬ 
clude  the  low  financial  reimburse¬ 
ment  for  foster  parents,  support 
systems  for  foster  homes  and  ser¬ 
vices  available  to  find  permanent 
homes  for  foster  children. 

Johnston’s  office  apparently 
wants  to  keep  public  discussions  of 
lesbian  and  gay  foster  parenting  at 
a  minimum.  The  press  release  an- 

Continued  on  page  3 


Lesbians  and  gay  men  holding  vigil  outside  City  Hall  are  briefed  on 
council  progress  during  voting  on  Intro.  2,  March  20. 

son  Heights,  Queens,  chairs  a 
council  subcommittee  on  AIDS 
and  had  declared  himself  against 
Intro.  2.  Activists  had  advised  that 
his  subcommittee  would  get  little 
support  from  the  community  if  he 
opposed  lesbian  and  gay  rights. 
This  may  have  influenced  his  un¬ 
expected  decision  to  pass  a  “yes” 
vote.  Two  hours  after  the  final 
vote,  he  attempted  to  reverse  his 
stand,  but  was  informed  by  Ma¬ 
jority  Leader  Peter  Vallone  that 
no  switch  was  permitted  upon 
completion  of  a  roll  call  vote. 

The  Council  meeting  began 


“We  won!  We  won!”:  queers 
celebrate  following  the  passage  of 
the  NYC  lesbian/gay  rights  bill, 
March  20. 


Continued  on  page  3 
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News  Notes - 


quote  of  the  week  (no  april  fools) 

Q:  Mr.  President,  a  New  York  question.  New  York  Ci¬ 
ty  has  just  —  after  considerable  debate  and  con¬ 
troversy  —  has  just  approved  a  bill  banning 
discrimination  in  housing  and  jobs  for  homosexuals. 
What  is  your  position  on  that? 

A:  Well,  I  know  that  this  is  a  very  touchy  question, 
and  I  am  one  who  believes  in  the  rights  of  the  in¬ 
dividual  —  individual  freedom,  and  I  do  have  to  ques¬ 
tion  sometimes  whether  individual  rights  are  being 
defended  in  this  particular  field,  freedom  of  the  in¬ 
dividual,  or  whether  they  are  demanding  an  accep¬ 
tance  of  their  particular  life  style  that  others  of  us 
don’t  demand.  For  example,  should  a  teacher  in  a 
classroom  be  invoking  their  personal  habits  and  ad¬ 
vocating  them  to  their  students  as  a  way  of  life? 

Q:  Yes? 

A:  I  don’t  —  teachers  habitually  don’t  do  that.  Their 
personal  life  — 

Q:  But  this  bill,  I  don’t  think  really  covers  that.  It 
basically  guarantees  to  homosexuals  equal  treat¬ 
ment  in  hiring  policies  and  gaining  housing,  these 
sorts  of  things  —  essentially  applies  the  same  anti- 
discriminatory  measures  as  are  applied  to  blacks,  as 
to  women,  to  other  people.  Do  you  think  that’s  all 
right? 

A:  Well,  I’ve  said  —  but  again,  I’ve  —  I  haven’t  ac¬ 
tually  involved  myself  in  what  this  law  contains  up 
there,  so  I  don’t  know  what  I’m  speaking  of.  But  what 
I’m  saying  is  that  how  would  we  feel  if  ateacher,  male 
or  female,  a  heterosexual  insisted  on  the  right  in  the 
classroom  to  discuss  their  sexual  preferences  and 
why  and  whether  they  believed  in  complete  pro¬ 
miscuity  or  not,  we  would  be  quite  offended  and  think 
that  our  children  should  not  be  exposed  to  that.  Well 

Q:  Tax  increases,  Mr.  President. 

Q:  One  minute,  would  you  vote  against  it,  do  you 
think? 

A:  What? 

Q:  If  you  were  a  member  of  the  City  Council,  would 
you  have  — 

A:  I’d  have  to  see  what  the  bill — 

Q:  O.K. 

Q:  Just  one  quick  question  on  tax  increase— 

A:  —what  the  bill  was.  I  don’t  want  them 
discriminated  against  simply  on  that  basis  as  to 
housing  and  jobs  and  so  forth.  I,  on  the  other  hand, 
don’t  want  to  give  them  — 

Q:  Taxes. 

A:  —privileges  beyond  what  the  rest  of  us  have. 

— transcript  of  an  interview  with  President  Reagan, 
conducted  on  Friday,  March  21  by  R.W.  Apple  Jr., 
Gerald  M.  Boyd  and  Bernard  Weinraub  of  the  New 
York  Times. 


saints  flea  market 

JAMAICA  PLAIN,  MA  —  Bring  yourself,  your  old 
clothing  and  any  odds  and  ends  out  of  the  closet  and 
to  the  Saints  Collective  Women’s  Flea  Market! 

The  flea  market,  a  benefit  to  help  the  lesbian  col¬ 
lective  open  a  women’s  social  club,  will  be  held  on 
Saturday,  April  5,  from  10  a.m.  —  6  p.m.  at  the  Saint’s 
building  on  45  Danforth  Street,  Jamaica  Plain.  Dona¬ 
tions  of  articles  to  be  sold  at  the  flea  market  can  be 
delivered  to  the  Danforth  Street  building  the  week 
before  the  event  up  until  7  p.m.  on  Friday,  April  4.  For 
more  information  call  (617)  522-5748  or  924-5108. 

—Kim  Westheimer 


feisty  and  fat  cause  for  demotion 

WASHINGTON,  DC  —  The  Supreme  Court  an¬ 
nounced  March  3  it  would  not  hear  the  appeal  of  TV 
newscaster  Christine  Craft,  who  sued  her  former 
employer,  KMBC-TV  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  on  charges 
of  sex  discrimination.  Craft  said  she  was  demoted 
from  her  position  as  news  anchor  because  she  was 
not  considered  to  be  thin  enough  and  because  she 
was  not  sufficiently  deferential  to  men.  The  Supreme 
Court  ruling  upholds  a  federal  appellate  court  deci¬ 
sion  which  found  for  the  TV  station. 

Although  the  Supreme  Court  declined  to  hearthe 
case  and  issued  no  comment,  Associate  Justice  San¬ 
dra  Day  O’Connor,  who  usually  votes  with  the  conser¬ 
vative  wing  of  the  court,  said  —  without  further 
elaboration  —  that  she  would  have  accepted  the  case 
for  review. 

—  Gordon  Gottlieb 


ignorance,  isolation,  and  aids 

POUGHKEEPSIE,  NY  —  Craig  G.  Harris,  jour¬ 
nalist  and  Black  gay  activist,  will  speak  on  “Ig¬ 
norance,  Isolation,  and  AIDS:  The  Plagues  of  the  Gay 
80s,’’  April  1,  at  8  p.m.,  at  Vassar  College  here.  The 
talk  is  sponsored  by  the  Vassar  Student  Association 
and  the  Gay  People’s  Alliance  of  the  college.  For 
more  information,  call  (914)  452-7000. 

Harris  is  the  coordinator  of  the  first  Black 
national  conference  on  AIDS,  to  be  held  July  18  at  the 
Washington  D.C.  Convention  Center.  Call  (202) 
737-5276  for  information  on  the  conference. 

— Stephanie  Poggi 


disordered  sexuality 

BRUSSELS  —  In  what  has  become  known  as  the 
Macho  Sauna  Affair,  Michael  Vincineau  and  his  part¬ 
ner  Rudiger  Haenen  were  found  guilty  of  “running  a 
house  of  debauchery.”  Both  men  were  given  stiff 
fines  and  will  be  deprived  of  all  civil  and  political 
rights  for  five  years. 

According  to  Gay  Times  of  London,  the  court  of 
appeals  and  the  judge  for  the  case  used  a  dictionary 
definition  of  debauchery  —  “disordered  sexuality”  — 
in  their  deliberations.  “Although  homosexuality  is  not 
perhaps,  a  criminal  offence  in  itself,”  said  the  judge, 
“It  is  certainly  a  disordered  form  of  sexuality, 
because  if  it  were  to  become  general,  it  would  deny 
the  existence  of  the  other  sex,  and  result  in  the  ex¬ 
tinction  of  the  species.” 

Gay  and  lesbian  activists  working  on  the  case 
pointed  out  that  this  rationale  would  prohibit  contra¬ 
ception,  which  has  been  legal  in  Belgium  since  1973, 
and  would  mean  celibacy  in  the  Catholic  Church  is 
also  a  “disorder.” 

Vincineau  is  expected  to  fight  the  decision  in  the 
European  Court  of  Human  Rights. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


BOSTON— More  than  2,500  people  demonstrating 
at  a  rally,  March  22  at  the  Boston  Common,  to  protest 
Reagan’s  request  for  military  aid  to  the  Contras 
fighting  to  overthrow  the  Sandanista  government  of 
Nicaragua.  The  demonstration,  organized  by  the 
Boston  Area  Network  for  Central  America,  began  with 
a  march  to  the  Common  from  Copley  Square,  and  also 
protested  apartheid  in  South  Africa,  and  U.S.  and 
South  African  support  for  mercenaries  in  Angola  who 
are  attacking  peasant  villages. 

—  Kim  Westheimer 


Members  of  gay  men’s  affinity  group,  United  Fruit 
Co.,  at  anti-Contra  aid  demo,  March  22,  Boston. 


french  court  denies  benefits 
to  lesbian  couple 

RENNES,  France  —  An  appeals  court  here  has 
ruled  that  lesbian  and  gay  couples  do  not  engage  in 
“marital  life,”  and  that  they  are  therefore  not  entitled 
to  the  same  government  benefits  as  straight  couples. 
According  to  French  law,  unmarried  straight  couples 
engage  in  “marital  life”  when  they  have  “the  com¬ 
plete  appearance  of  marriage  in  the  eyes  of  a  third 
party.” 

The  Body  Politic  reports  that  the  ruling  upheld  an 
earlier  decision  by  a  social  security  tribunal  in 
Nantes.  The  tribunal  ruled  that  Nadia  Lakjda,  a  les¬ 
bian,  could  not  extend  her  health  insurance  benefits 
to  her  lover,  Annie  Dupas,  because  they  did  not  have  a 
“marital  relationship.”  A  “marital  relationship”  was 
defined  as  a  heterosexual  union  capable  of  “founding 
a  family.”  Lakjda  is  the  mother  of  three  children. 

Although  Lakjda  and  Dupas  are  no  longer  lovers, 
they  appealed  the  Nantes  verdict  on  principle.  The 
December  decision  of  the  Rennes  court  upheld  the 
earlier  ruling,  saying  that  “marital  life  implies  a  shar¬ 
ing  of  life  or  a  permanent  and  stable  relationship  be¬ 
tween  two  persons  and  the  sexual  heterogeneity  of 
the  couple.”  The  court  concluded  that  “whatever  the 
evolution  of  the  morals  and  mentality, ...  the  com¬ 
munity  does  not  view  two  persons  of  the  same  sex  as 
husband  and  wife  simply  because  they  are  a  stable 
couple.” 

— Marcos  Bisticas-Cocoves 


Dineh  elders  Zonnie  Katney  and  Jane  Biakeddy 
speaking  March  21,  Emmanuel  Church,  Boston. 


relocation  means  death 

BOSTON  —  Two  Dineh  grandmothers  and  a 
number  of  Indian  activists  spoke  to  more  than  three 
hundred  people  here,  March  21,  as  part  of  a  national 
campaign  to  prevent  the  forced  relocation  of 
thousands  of  Dineh  and  Hopi  people  living  in  Big 
Mountain,  Arizona.  The  event  at  Emmanuel  Church 
was  sponsored  by  the  United  American  Indians  of 
New  England  and  the  People’s  Anti-War  Mobiliza¬ 
tion/All  People’s  Congress. 

Relocation  of  the  Dineh  and  Hopi,  which  would 
allow  the  U.S.  government  and  energy  companies  ac¬ 
cess  to  vast  deposits  of  coal  and  uranium  under  Big 
Mountain,  is  scheduled  for  July  7, 1986,  under  the  pro¬ 
visions  of  Public  Law  93-531  passed  by  Congress  in 
1974.  In  the  years  since  passage,  the  U.S.  government 
has  attempted  to  put  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  nations 
against  each  other  by  fabricating  a  land  dispute  and 
by  creating  the  “Hopi  Tribal  Council”  to  represent 
corporate  and  government  interests. 

“Forced  relocation  means  death,”  Jane  Biaked¬ 
dy,  a  Dineh  grandmother,  said  to  the  crowd  on  March 
21.  “The  land  is  like  a  spirit  or  a  human  being.  We 
must  fight  Congress  or  leaders  who  make  this  law  (PL 
93-531)  which  is  making  us  suffer.” 

A  nationwide  gathering  of  support  for  the 
residents  of  Big  Mountain  is  scheduled  for  April  24-27 
by  the  Big  Mountain  Solidarity  Project.  For  informa¬ 
tion  about  buses  from  Boston  to  Big  Mountain  call 
(617)  492-7143.  The  Boston  Big  Mountain  Support 
Group  is  organizing  locally  to  raise  funds  and  in¬ 
crease  public  awareness  of  the  Dineh  and  Hopi  strug¬ 
gles.  They  can  be  contacted  at  (617)  787-4737. 

— Kim  Westheimer 


resisting  the  right 

CAMBRIDGE,  MA  —  A  conference  sponsored  by 
the  National  Lawyers  Guild  entitled  “The  Right  to 
Resist:  Government  Repression  in  the  ’80s”  will  bring 
together  people  active  in  the  Black,  sanctuary,  gay, 
Puerto  Rican,  women’s,  Central  America  and  anti-war 
movements.  The  conference  will  be  held  on  April  12 
from  9:00  to  6:00  p.m.  at  Langdell  Hall,  Harvard  Law 
School. 

The  conference  is  being  organized  in  response  to 
increasing  numbers  of  politically  motivated  grand 
jury  investigations,  break-ins,  informers,  and  surveil¬ 
lance  principally  directed  at  Black  and  Latino  com¬ 
munities,  as  well  as  activists  challenging  U.S.  poiicy 
in  Central  America.  Workshops  will  include  discus¬ 
sions  of  political  misuse  of  grand  juries,  tactics  of 
government  informants  and  agents,  harassment  of 
the  sanctuary  movement,  and  the  legislative  frame¬ 
work  of  repression. 

Parky  Grace,  a  former  Black  Panther  organizer 
from  New  Bedford;  Sara  Rodriguez,  sanctuary  direc¬ 
tor  of  the  Riverside  Church  in  New  York  City;  and 
Leslie  Cagan,  former  head  of  the  national  Mobiliza¬ 
tion  for  Survival  will  be  among  the  panelists  and  work¬ 
shop  leaders. 

★  *  ★ 

In  relatea  news,  a  sixth  break-in  at  the  offices  of 
the  Central  America  Solidarity  Association  (CASA)  in 
the  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church  occurred  on  March 
16.  This  last  break-in  was  unique  because  although 
$800  worth  of  office  equipment  was  stolen,  no  files  or 
documents  appear  to  have  been  taken  or  even  ex¬ 
amined.  The  other  five  break-ins  all  occurred  within 
the  last  year  and  one-half. 

According  to  the  Boston  Globe ,  a  handwritten 
note  covered  by  a  dollar  bill  cut  into  14  pieces  was 
found  on  a  table  in  the  office.  The  note,  addressed  to 
“the  Great  ‘I  am  Gringos’. . .,”  read  in  part,  “You’re 
going  to  save  my  Indian-Hispano  friends?  You?  Don’t 
make  me  cry!” 

Some  CASA  members  believe  that  it  is  no  coinci¬ 
dence  that  the  burglary  occurred  on  the  eve  of  Presi¬ 
dent  Reagan’s  speech  for  military  aid  to  the 
Nicaraguan  Contras.  “I  don’t  think  the  note  is  what  it 
purports  to  be:  a  Hispanic  person  with  a  grievance 
against  whites,”  CASA  member  James  O’Brien  told 
the  Globe,  "I  think  it’s  someone  with  a  clear  political 
intent,  which  is  to  disrupt  the  anti-war  movement  at  a 
particularly  critical  moment.” 


—Kim  Westheimer 

this  week’s  news  notes  compiled  by  Stephanie  poggi 
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Over  activists  objections 

PBS  Runs  Anti-Black,  Anti-Gay  AIDS  Show 


By  Bruce  Michael  Gelbert 

NEW  YORK  —  Over  protests 
of  gay  and  lesbian  activists 
throughout  the  country,  the  Pub¬ 
lic  Broadcasting  Services  (PBS) 
aired  a  35-minute  film  about  Fa¬ 
bian  Calvin  Bridges,  a  Black  gay 
man  who  claimed  he  hustled  and 
had  unsafe  sex  after  a  diagnosis  of 
AIDS.  The  film,  “Fabian’s 
Story,”  was  part  of  a  March  25, 
two-hour  edition  of  the  public  tele¬ 
vision  show  Frontline  entitled 
“AIDS:  A  National  Inquiry,”  and 
was  followed  by  a  heated  panel 
discussion. 

Bridges,  now  deceased,  came  to 
national  attention  in  January  dur¬ 
ing  Texas  legislative  hearings  con¬ 
cerning  a  proposal  to  quarantine 
people  with  AIDS  (PWAs)  per¬ 
ceived  as  being  dangerous  to  pub¬ 
lic  health.  (See  GCN,  Vol.  13,  Nos. 
26,  28.)  The  film  chronicles 
Bridges’  activities  and  focuses  on 
the  ensuing  anger  and  frustration 
felt  by  various  health  officials, 
civic  leaders,  and  gay  activists  in 
several  cities. 

Frontline  began  with  the  dis¬ 
claimer,  “The  portrait  is  an  ex¬ 
treme  one,”  “controversial,”  and 
“not  the  typical  story  of  a  person 
with  AIDS.”  And  following  the 
film,  many  panelists  voiced  objec¬ 
tions  to  the  “victimization”  and 
“exploitation”  of  Bridges  as 
someone  ill  and  mentally  im¬ 
paired,  a  result  of  the  particular 
type  of  AIDS  from  which  he  suf¬ 
fered.  But  as  Dr.  Mervyn  Silver- 
man,  San  Francisco’s  former  di¬ 
rector  of  public  health,  noted, 
“The  discussion  will  be  forgotten, 
while  the  image  of  this  man  will 
stay  in  people’s  minds.” 

Concurring  that  despite  dis¬ 
claimers,  the  film  perpetuates 
negative  images  of  PWAs,  Gil 
Gerald  of  the  National  Coalition 
of  Black  Lesbians  and  Gays 
(NCBLG),  also  commented  on  the 
Bridges’  segment  as  “continuing 
evidence  of  racism  in  the  media.” 
In  a  phone  interview  with  GCN  after 
the  Frontline  program,  Gerald 
said,  “We’ve  been  crying  for  the 
media  to  deal  realistically  with  the 
way  AIDS  has  affected  the  Black 
community.  The  one  time  [they 
respond]  they  do  so  negatively 
...  .Of  course,  it’s  not 
surprising.”  He  added  that  it  was 
clear  “the  system  did  not  work  for 
[Bridges]”  and  that  while  predom¬ 
inantly  white  AIDS  organizations 
“need  to  be  continually  challeng¬ 
ed”  to  deal  with  AIDS  among  peo¬ 
ple  of  color,  communities  of  color 
“just  can’t  wait  until  people  over¬ 
come  racism  ....  We  are  develop¬ 
ing  our  own  programs.”  NCBLG 
is  sponsoring  the  first  Black  na¬ 
tional  conference  on  AIDS,  July 
18,  at  the  Washington  Convention 
Center.  Call  (202)  737-5276  for 
more  information. 

Prior  to  the  telecast,  Raymond 
Jacobs,  education  director  of  New 
York’s  Gay  Men’s  Health  Crisis 
(GMHC),  had  charged  film  direc¬ 
tor  Ben  Loederman  with  “ir¬ 
responsible,  unethical  journal¬ 
ism...  defamatory  to  gays, 
Blacks,  and  PWAs”  and  had 
called  for  the  film’s  removal  from 
the  schedule.  Larry  Kessler,  ex¬ 
ecutive  director  of  the  AIDS  Ac¬ 
tion  Committee  in  Boston,  called 
the  show  “a  disservice  to  PWAs” 
and  “a  black  eye  on... educa¬ 
tional  TV,”  which  “should  be 
deep-sixed.”  Paul  Boneberg,  an 
activist  with  the  San  Francisco- 
based  Mobilization  Against  AIDS, 
said  the  community  partnership  on 
AIDS  there  called  for  withdrawal 
of  Financial  support  from  the  local 
PBS  affiliate.  GMHC’s  Laurie 
Behrman  reported  on  demonstra¬ 
tions  against  PBS  by  the  com¬ 
munity  partnership.  National  Gay 
and  Lesbian  Task  Force  (NGLTF) 
political  and  governmental  affairs 
director  Jeff  Levi,  based  in  Wash¬ 
ington,  D.C.,  withdrew  as  a 
panelist  “not  wishing  to  dignify 
[the  show]  with  the  presence  of 
NGLTF.”  “The  documentary  re¬ 


presents  such  irresponsible  jour¬ 
nalism  . .  .it  could  be  very  difficult 
[as  a  panelist]  to  undo  the  damages 
associated  with”  the  film,  he  said. 

While  some  gay  activists  did 
eventually  appear  on  the  panel,  no 
Black  people  were  included.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  New  York  Gay  and  Les¬ 
bian  Alliance  Against  Defamation 
(GLAAD)  member  Darrell  Yates 
Rist,  who  joined  the  panel  at  the 
last  minute,  Ben  Loederman  re¬ 
sponded  to  his  query  as  to  why 
there  were  no  Black  panelists  with 
the  statement  that  no  one  had 
thought  of  it. 

In  another  demonstration 
against  the  broadcast,  members  of 
GLAAD  participated  in  a  week- 
long  phone-in  protest  to  the  local 


Continued  from  page  1 

just  before  2  p.m.  At  the  request 
of  Noach  Dear,  of  heavily 
Chasidic  Boro  Park,  in  Brooklyn, 
discussion  of  the  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion  measure  was  deferred  until 
after  the  general  business  of  the 
meeting.  At  2:25  p.m.,  Sam  Hor- 
witz  moved  that  the  council  con¬ 
sider  Intro.  2.  Exempted  from  the 
bill’s  provisions  are  “employment 
concerns  having  fewer  than  four 
employees”;  two-family  “owner- 
occupied  dwellings”;  and 
“religious  or  denominational  in¬ 
stitution^]”  and  “charitable  or 
educational”  organizations 
operated  by  them.  Coun- 
cilmember  Dear  introduced  two 
amendments,  one  to  exempt  up-to- 
four-family  owner -  occupied  dwell¬ 
ings  from  the  bill’s  provisions,  the 
other  reiterating  and  presumably 
intended  to  strengthen  the  third 
exemption.  This  second  amend¬ 
ment  provided  that  Intro.  2  “shall 
not  restrict  such  [religious] 
organizations  from  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual 
orientation.” 

Speaking  against  the  amend¬ 
ments,  Horwitz  offered  his  view 
that  Dear  had  introduced  them  as 
a  delay  tactic,  that  Dear  had 
neither  tried  to  introduce  them  in 
committee,  nor  discussed  them 
with  the  committee  chair,  and  that 
the  committee  could  in  a  future 
meeting  discuss  separate  bills  deal¬ 
ing  with  schools  and  owner- 
occupied  dwellings.  Dear  restated 
his  opposition  to  Intro.  2,  added 
his  opposition  to  his  own  amend¬ 
ments,  and  plainly  declared  his 
desire  to  stall  action  on  the  bill.  In¬ 
tro.  2  opponent  Jerome  X. 
O’Donovan,  of  Staten  Island, 
moved  to  recommit  the  bill  and  the 
amendments  to  committee,  a  mo¬ 
tion  defeated  by  a  vote  of  23-12. 

Fernando  Ferrer,  of  the  Bronx, 
and  Mary  Pinkett,  sponsor  from 
Brooklyn,  objected  to  Dear’s 
delay  tactic,  though  the  former 
found  merit  in  the  first  amend¬ 
ment’s  contents.  Pinkett  said 
delay  amounted  to  “holding]  a 
group  of  people  hostage”  and  of¬ 
fered  that  amendments  could  be 
considered  at  another  time,  asking 
“Is  this  body  [the  council]  going 
out  of  business  tomorrow?”  Sup¬ 
porters  of  Dear’s  first  amendment 
felt  that  language  of  Intro.  2 
should  conform  to  that  of  the 
federal  civil  rights  laws  of  1964 
which  exempt  three-family  dwell¬ 
ings.  The  amendment  was 
defeated  by  a  vote  of  20-15. 

New  York  City  Mayoral  Ex¬ 
ecutive  Order  50,  struck  down  by 
the  courts  as  unconstitutional  last 
June,  was  brought  up  during 
discussion  of  Dear’s  second 
amendment.  The  executive  order 
had  sought  to  bar  discrimination 
on  the  basis  of  sexual  orientation 
by  businesses  and  institutions 
holding  city  contracts.  Determined 
opposition  from  the  Roman 
Catholic  Arcjidiocese  of  New 
York,  the  Salvation  Army,  and 
Agudath  Yisroel  had  succeeded  in 
stopping  the  Executive  Order. 


PBS  affiliate  and  were  told  a  re¬ 
broadcast  of  the  film  scheduled 
for  March  29  had  been  cancelled. 
Scott  Lechert  of  WNET  (NY)/ 
Channel  13’s  public  information 
office  speculated  that  the  decision 
to  cancel  was  made  because  the 
panel  discussion  following  the  film 
was  not  slated  to  be  repeated,  and 
it  was  deemed  essential. 

Dr.  William  Haseltine,  the  Har¬ 
vard  School  of  Public  Health  pro¬ 
fessor  of  molecular  biology  who 
has  theorized  that  AIDS  can  be 
transmitted  through  casual  con¬ 
tact,  also  withdrew  from  the  panel 
discussion.  His  assistant,  Carol 
Owens,  claimed  Haseltine  had 
been  ill.  But  Betsey  Arledge,  a 
Frontline  producer,  said  she 


Dear  and  supporters  of  his  second 
amendment  offered  that  religious 
institutions  would  be  pressured  to 
abide  by  Intro.  2  despite  the 
language  excluding  them.  A  vote 
of  22-13  defeated  this  amendment. 

Stanley  Michels,  a  Manhattan 
sponsor  of  the  bill,  began  the 
discussion  on  Intro.  2  speaking  of 
the  ‘‘pernicious  form  of 
discrimination”  it  is  intended  to 
prohibit.  Ferrer,  a  staunch 
Catholic  who  had  been  aggressive¬ 
ly  lobbied  for  his  opposition, 
spoke  of  a  leaflet  distributed  in  his 
neighborhood  that  said,  “Isn’t  it  a 
shame  councilman  Ferrer  sold  out 
to  homosexual  money?  What’s 
next?  Drug  money?”  He  urged  a 
“yes”  vote  on  Intro.  2.  His  South 
Bronx  colleague,  Rafael 
Castaneira  Colon,  charged  him 
with  selling  out  his  constituents  the 
way  Judas  betrayed  Jesus  for  “30 
pieces  of  silver.”  Victor  Robles,  a 
sponsor  from  Brooklyn,  refuted 
Colon  quoting  “Let  he  who  have 
no  sin  cast  the  first  stone”  and 
declaring  that  “discrimination  is 
anti-human.” 

As  a  recipient  of  threats  and 
hate  mail  from  the  opposition, 
Manhattan  sponsor  Carolyn 
Maloney  spoke  of  “experiencing 
firsthand  what  it  feels  like  to  be  on 
the  receiving  end  of  discrimination.” 
Longtime  supporter  and  Manhat¬ 
tan  sponsor  Miriam  Friedlander 
said  she’d  ‘‘heard  many" 
sermons,”  “been  prayed  over  by 
every  religion,”  and 
“appreciate^]  the  concern”  for 
her  soul,  but  was  against  making 
any  church’s  morality  into  law. 
She  reminded  opponents  of  equal 
rights  that  it  is  only  “one  short 
step  from  denial  to  destruction,” 


thought  he  had  been  pressured  by 
his  medical  colleagues  not  to  ap¬ 
pear. 

The  film  follows  Bridges  from 
Houston  to  Indianapolis,  where 
his  sister’s  family  rejected  him  say¬ 
ing,  “We  knew  it  [AIDS]  was  con¬ 
tagious.”  and  “We  couldn’t  have 
[Fabian]  Calvin  here”  because  of 
their  child.  Subsequently,  while 
still  in  Indianapolis,  Bridges  was 
jailed  for  the  theft  of  a  bicycle.  “I 
was  treated  like  an  animal,” 
Bridges  said  of  his  time  in  jail.  “It 
was  worse  than  slavery.”  Re¬ 
leased,  he  went  to  Cleveland, 
found  that  his  step-father 
wouldn’t  let  him  stay  at  his 
mother’s  home,  and  began  hang¬ 
ing  out  at  “peep  shows,  adult 


and  offered  the  example  of  the 
Jews  in  Germany  before  and  dur¬ 
ing  World  War  II. 

When  New  York  City  Mayor 
Edward  I.  Koch  offered  favorable 
testimony  at  the  March  1 1  public 
hearing  on  Intro.  2,  a  group  of 
Chasidim  stood  up  with  their 
backs  toward  him.  On  March  20, 
gay  men  and  lesbians  did  likewise 
while  Noach  Dear  warned  of  the 
“avalanche  of  lawsuits”  he  an¬ 
ticipated  in  connection  with  Intro. 
2,  which  he  called  a  “catastrophe 
for  our  beloved  city”  and  the 
result  of  an  “insidious  crusade.” 

In  a  speech  explaining  his  vote 
during  the  roll  call,  Brooklyn  sup¬ 
porter  Herbert  Berman  from 
Canarsie  said  of  opponents’  con¬ 
duct  that  “brutality  and  threats 
will  never  replace  intelligence.” 
Stephen  DiBrienza,  sponsor  from 
Park  Slope,  Brooklyn,  brought 
tears  to  observers’  eyes  and  won  a 
standing  ovation  when  he 
dedicated  his  favorable  vote  to  the 
memory  of  Peter  Vogel,  New  York 
Governor  Mario  Cuomo ’s  gay 
aide  who  recently  died  of  AIDS. 
Casting  the  winning  vote  to 
tumultuous  applause,  Manhattan 
sponsor  Ruth  Messinger  advised 
the  opposition  that  they  “may 
have  friends  or  relatives  living  in 
fear  and  being  denied  rights,”  and 
thanked  lesbians  and  gay  men  — 
“for  your  patience  and  faith  in  the 
democratic  process”  —  and  her 
colleagues,  including  Ferrer  and 
Albanese,  who  voted  “yes” 
despite  the  pressures  they  endured. 

Bronx  councilmember  Rev. 
Wendell  Foster  rhetorically  asked 
city  council  president  Andrew 
Stein  if  he  could  cast  two  votes,  be¬ 
ing  of  “divided  mind.”  Of  gay  men 


bookstores,  and  adult  movies,” 
where  people  picked  him  up. 

“Sometimes  1  did  it  for 
money,”  he  told  the  filmmaker, 
who  bought  him  meals,  gave  him 
small  amounts  of  money  and  pur¬ 
chased  a  portable  radio  Bridges 
wanted.  Bridges  described  one  sex¬ 
ual  encounter  as  “very  affec¬ 
tionate  [with]  hugging,  snuggling 
up.  No  kissing.  Wanted  to. . .  .  [I] 
came  inside  him.  Accident.” 

“Does  he  know  you  have 
AIDS?”  the  narrator  asked. 
Bridges  shook  his  head  and  said 
no. 

“Do  you  worry  about  him?” 

“He  looks  pretty  healthy.” 

When  Loederman  reported 
Continued  on  page  8 


and  lesbians  he  said  “I  don’t 
understand  them  .  . .  They 
frighten  me.  They  intimidate  me.” 
However,  he  added,  “In  the  spirit 
of  Christ,  I  must  love  my 
homosexual  brothers  and  sisters.  I 
have  to  live  with  myself.”  He  con¬ 
cluded,  “with  a  headache  and  a 
bad  stomach,  I  vote  ‘yes’,”  and 
was  rewarded  with  cheers.  A 
friendly  call  from  State  Attorney 
General  Robert  Abrams,  who  also 
encouraged  supporter  Sheldon 
Leffler  of  Queens,  may  have  in¬ 
fluenced  Foster’s  final  decision. 

Over  a  thousand  lesbians  and 
gay  men  gathered  in  Christopher 
Park  in  Greenwich  Village  — 
across  from  the  site  of  the 
Stonewall  Inn,  symbol  of  the 
beginning  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation  —  for  a  rally  that  even¬ 
ing  organized  by  CLGR  and  the 
Gay  and  Lesbian  Alliance  Against 
Defamation  (GLAAD).  Speakers 
included  CLGR’s  Eleanor  Cooper 
and  Andy  Humm,  who  were 
among  the  authors  of  the  bill; 
openly  lesbian  New  York  City 
Human  Rights  Commissioner 
Joyce  Hunter,  who  is  a  founder  of 
the  Harvey  Milk  High  School;  Jim 
Owles,  first  president  of  the  Gay 
Activists  Alliance  and  now 
associated  with  GLAAD;  writers 
Darrell  Yates  Rist  and  Marcia 
Pally  of  GLAAD;  and  Manhattan 
sponsor  of  Intro.  2,  Village  coun¬ 
cilmember  Carol  Greitzer. 

The  Lesbian  and  Gay  Big  Apple 
Corps  played  Sousa’s  “The 
Thunderer”  and  Jerry  Herman’s 
“I  Am  What  I  Am.”  Hundreds 
later  repaired  to  a  victory  dance  at 
the  Lesbian  and  Gay  Community 
Services  Center. 

Many  who  had  kept  a  vigil  in 
City  Hall  Park  during  the  night  of 
March  19-20  and  others  who  at¬ 
tended  the  historic  council  meeting 
were  present. 

The  bill  now  awaits  the  mayor’s 
signature,  whereupon  it  im¬ 
mediately  becomes  law.  Koch  has 
30  days  in  which  to  sign  and  must 
also  hold  an  advertised  public 
hearing  sometime  after  March  31. 
On  March  21 ,  the  mayor  announc¬ 
ed  his  interest  in  adding  amend¬ 
ments  to  clarify  that  Intro.  2 
neither  requires  schools  to  teach 
about  homosexuality,  nor 
establishes  affirmative  action 
quotas  or  timetables.  Opponents 
to  Intro.  2  are  investigating  the 
possibility  of  a  state-wide  referen¬ 
dum  or  a  First  Amendment  court 
action  on  behalf  of  people  with 
‘‘religious  objections”  to 
homosexuality. 

A  first  test  of  the  housing  aspect 
of  Intro.  2  might  be  the  case  of 
Michael  Brown  of  Manhattan, 
whose  lover  died  of  AIDS,  whose 
name  was  not  on  the  lease,  and 
whose  landlord  wants  to  evict  him. 
The  Chelsea  AIDS  Committee  will 
hold  a  demonstration  on  Saturday 
March  29  at  1  p.m.  at  Brown’s  ad¬ 
dress,  262  W.  22nd  St.,  to  focus  at¬ 
tention  on  that  case  of  discrimina¬ 
tion. 


NY  Rights  Bill 


IN 
MEKORY 

OF  THE 
VOICES 

HE  HAVE 
LOST 


: 

ff >  %  1 

ipst  a 

a  %  gs  a 

|  *■  kh  m 

:  -  '  %  \  1 

1  JOT  “ 
i  m  .1 

. ff  --  "  ■  ■  ■ 

'-l  ?\-r . ’ 


-  ' 


Lesbians  demonstrating  for  passage  of  Intro  2,  March  18  at  NY  City 
Hall  Park  rally. 
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Community  Voices 


GCN  welcomes  letters  to  the 
editor.  If  possible,  they  should  be 
TYPED  and  DOUBLESPACED, 
and  where  possible  limited  to  five 
typed  pages.  They  should  be  sent  to: 
Community  Voices,  GCN,  167  Tre- 
mont  St.  #5,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Job  Openings 

Coordinating  Editor  (available 
April-May):  Coordinate  the  paper’s 
overall  administrative/financial 
affairs  and  fundraising  activities. 
Prepare  editorial/letters  pages. 
Serve  as  liaison  with  board,  and, 
as  necessary,  serve  as  paper’s 
spokesperson.  Qualifications: 
Strong  administrative,  organiza¬ 
tional,  and  interpersonal  skills. 
Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 

Typesetter/Writer  (available 
immediately):  Typeset  news  and 
features  articles  and  other  copy 
for  weekly  paper,  as  well  as  ad 
copy,  promotionat  materials,  etc. 
Write  news  and/or  features  ar¬ 
ticles.  Qualifications:  Strong  typ¬ 
ing  and/or  word  processing  skills 
required.  Typesetting  experience, 
particularly  on  a  Compugraphic 
7500,  helpful.  (Some  training  is 
available.)  Strong  writing  skills 
and  good  grammar/copy  editing 
skills  necessary. 

Ail  GCN  positions  require  a  com¬ 
mitment  to  gay/lesbian  liberation, 
feminism,  anti-racist/anti-classist 
politics,  and  the  collective 
decision-making  process. 
Salary/Benefits:  Both  full-time 
positions  pay  $160/wk  +  fully  paid 
health/life  insurance,  sick  leave, 
and  four  weeks’  paid  vacation. 
GCN  offers  staff  members 
responsibility  for  their  own  jobs 
and  participation  in  all  major 
decisions,  with  some  flexibility 
and  ample  room  for  innovation. 
To  apply,  please  send  resume 
ASAP  to:  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111. 

Gay  men/lesbians  of  color 
particularly  encouraged  to  apply 


“same-gender 

oriented?” 

Dear  GCN: 

The  constant  bickering  and  dissention 
demonstrated  by  both  parties  in  the  2/22/86  letter 
“how  about  ‘lesbian  man?’  ”  by  Wizard  Marks, 
responding  to  James  F.  Gibbons’  letter  of  2/8/86, 
arguing  for  both  genders  to  use  the  term  “Gay” 
in  describing  their  orientation  demonstrates  one 
of  the  biggest  problems  in  our  community. 

This  clear  division  of  whether  one  is  “gay”  or 
“lesbian”  prevents  a  unified  front  against  our  op¬ 
pressors  and  has  us  waste  our  energies  with 
useless  infighting  over  what  amounts  to 
“NOTHING.” 

Isn’t  it  time  that  we  stop  dividing  our  class  by 
employing  sub-grouping  terms?  Isn’t  it  time  that 
we  even  discard  both  the  terms  “Gay”  and  “Les¬ 
bian,”  both  of  which  carry  the  2000  years  of 
religious  mandated  prejudice  against  members  of 
our  class? 

Isn’t  it  time  that  we,  as  a  unified  community, 
adopt  a  term  that  factually  describes  our  true 
orientation,  regardless  of  whether  we  are  male  or 
female?  Blacks  decided  on  their  own  to  reject  the 
term  “Negro,”  because  the  term  was  loaded  with 
prejudice,  can  we  not  do  the  same? 

What  is  the  common  denominator  between 
Lesbians  and  Gays?  We  are  both  attracted  to 
members  of  our  own  gender.  The  term  Same- 
Gender  Oriented  applies  to  all  of  us  equally.  It 
tells  the  world  that  we  have  the  ability  to  love  a 
member  of  our  own  sex  irrespective  of  whether  we 
are  male  or  female.  If  it  is  a  male  using  the  term, 
the  listener  will  know  that  he  is  “Gay,”  and  if  a 
female,  that  she  is  “Lesbian,”  but  the  use  of  the 
term  Same-Gender  Oriented  will  also  tell  the 
listener  that  we  are  a  unified  class  of  citizens  and 
that  we  demand  dignity  and  respect  that  we  are 
entitled  to  as  equal  citizens  under  the  law. 

Isn’t  it  time  we  take  the  much-needed  giant  step 
of  unifying  our  community  against  those  that  in¬ 
sist  on  persecuting  us? 

Perhaps  GCN  will  take  the  initiative  of  asking 
the  readership  for  a  vote  on  whether  GCN  should 
use  Same-Gender  Oriented  in  all  future  issues  of 
the  paper? 

Let’s  begin  to  tell  the  future  generations  that  we 
have  stopped  the  petty  infighting  and  that  we 
have  joined  together  to  prepare  a  future  where 
they  will  be  free  and  proud  to  join  our  community 
and  be  true  to  their  nature  without  fear  of 
persecution. 

Edward  Federowicz 
REALITY  INC. 

67738  Bag  R 
Rahway,  NJ  02065 


frank  zappa  for 
columnist 

Dear  GCN: 

Your  editorial  of  February  22nd  raises  ques¬ 
tions  in  terms  of  “progressive”  vs.  “conser¬ 
vative,”  completely  ignoring  “paranoia-ism.” 
Paranoia-ism  would  hold,  in  that  all  things  are 
conspiracies,  that  the  CAIR  was  invented  by 
radical  gays/lesbians  to  generate  confusion  and 
disarray  in  the  ranks  of  the  conservative  straights. 
A  secondary  purpose,  now  surfacing,  was  to 
challenge  complacency  among  the  progressives 
and  thus  strengthen  and  consolidate  the  move¬ 
ment  leftwards. 

Paranoia-ism  also  holds  that  well-intentioned 
actions  usually  go  awry.  Thus,  we  can  expect  the 
CAIR  to  take  on  a  life  of  its  own  and  rise  swiftly 
to  pre-eminence  in  the  movement.  Or,  possibly, 
the  progressives’  conspiracy,  not  yet  apparent, 
will  demolish  the  radicals  and  the  CAIR  and 
merge  unexpectedly  with  one  of  the  religious  con¬ 
spiracies. 

I  realize  this  doesn’t  unravel  any  knots,  but  I 
think  you  should  bear  in  mind  that  you  are  the 
newspaper  of  record,  at  least  for  the  New 
England  area.  After  you  record  it,  then  you  can 
do  anything  you  decide  to  it. 

If  you  are  going  to  be  a  forum,  I  think  you 
should  give  Frank  Zappa  a  column,  as  he  has 
identified  AIDS  as  a  conspiracy  of  the  CIA. 
Sincerely  yours, 

William  F.  Donaldson 
Boston,  MA 

arkansas  won’t 
let  them  touch 

Dear  GCN 

I  am  36  years  old,  gay  and  married  to  my  girl  of 
34  years.  I  am  very  much  in  love  with  her  but  we 
have  a  problem  that  we  can’t  get  around.  We 
wonder  if  you  can  give  us  any  advice  on  how  to 
handle  this. 

You  see  we  are  in  a  state  penitentiary.  They  do 
not  have  a  gay  unit  for  women.  We  are  separated. 
There  are  straights  (mothers  and  daughters)  living 
in  the  same  unit,  but  when  we  came  here  and  told 
them  we  were  married,  they  decided  to  keep  us 
from  being  together. 

We  want  to  know  if  the  state  of  Arkansas  can 
keep  us  apart  this  way,  without  us  giving  them 
any  trouble.  We  gave  this  long  a  time  hoping  if  we 
did  not  cause  any  trouble  they  would  put  us 
together,  but  they  haven’t.  All  they  have  done  is 
try  and  break  us  up.  They  laugh,  mock  us,  and  try 
to  set  us  off  on  little  things  so  they  would  have  a 
legal  reason  to  put  us  in  isolation. 

We  have  been  separated  for  a  little  over  2  years 
now,  to  be  exact,  2  years  and  3  months.  We  are 
married  but  in  this  pen  we  don’t  have  any  gay 
rights.  We  want  to  know  if  there  was  anything 
your  organization  could  do  to  help  us.  We  would 
like  if  possible  if  you  could  have  a  lawyer  come 
and  talk  to  us  about  our  rights. 

We  are  trying  very  hard  not  to  get  into  trouble 
hoping  someone  will  help  us  in  this  matter.  I  have 
40  years  to  do  and  my  wife  has  life-without,  so 
you  see  it  is  extremely  important  for  us  to  know 
what  we  will  face  in  the  future.  When  someone 
comes  down  here,  please  call  both  of  us  out 
together  so  we  can  tell  you  all  the  things  that  need 
to  be  told. 

Thank  you, 

Judy  McNece 
2591 

8000  W.  7th,  Unit  6 
Pine  Bluff,  AR  71603 

tragedy  of 
heterosexuality 

Dear  GCN: 

I  was  really  encouraged  to  read  in  your  News 
Notes  of  Feb.  15,  1986  of  newly  formed 
“Heterosexuals  Anonymous”  groups.  I  am  sure 
you  are  aware  that  up  to  90%  of  Americans  are 
afflicted  by  the  tragic  disease  of  heterosexuality, 
and  so  these  newly  formed  groups  to  provide  sup¬ 
port  for  kicking  the  habit  of  heterosexuality  are 
sorely  needed.  1  would  appreciate  knowing  of  any 
“HA”  groups  in  my  area  that  I  could  recommend 
to  some  of  my  more  heavily  addicted  friends  and 
co-workers.  Also,  I  would  appreciate  knowing  of 
any  support  groups  similar  to  Al-Anon,  for  the 
adult  children  of  heterosexual  parents. 

Yours  sincerely, 

Kris  Sellgren 
Honolulu,  HI 


Defense  Committee 
Update 

Come  help  plan  the  May  20  Communi¬ 
ty  Forum.  Attend  a  coordinating 
meeting  on  Monday,  March  30  at  5:30 
p.m.  at  GCN' s  offices,  167  Tremont 

St . For  more  information  about  Gay 

and  Lesbian  Defense  Committee’s  ac¬ 
tivities,  call  the  new  hotline  number, 
522-4368. 


Interim  Typesetter 

GCN  needs  an  interim,  part-time 
typesetter  who  can  work  3-6  hours  a  day 
Monday-Wednesday,  and  6-8  hours 
(more?)  Thursdays.  Hours  are  pretty 
flexible,  and  we  pay  $8/hour.  We’ll  need 
someone  to  start  in  early  April.  Inter¬ 
ested?  Call  Laurie  or  Gordon  at 
426-4469. 


the  chilling  effect 

Dear  GCN: 

Michael  Bronski’s  Speaking  Out  castigating 
unnamed  GCN  staff  members  for  their  criticism 
of  Art  Cohen’s  article  on  “gay  conservatives” 
moves  me  to  reply.  Bronski  likens  political  objec¬ 
tions  by  members  of  the  collective  to  a  contest  pit¬ 
ting  “the  writer  versus  a  central  committee  on 
political  correctness”  and  accuses  unnamed  staff 
members  of  censorship. 

I  believe  that  GCN  should  be  an  open  forum 
for  a  diversity  of  political  opinions,  including 
critical  analyses  of  gay  conservatives.  I  do  not 
agree  with  Bronski,  however,  that  it  requires  an 
election  to  decide  that  racism,  sexism,  anti- 
Semitism  and  middle-class  arrogance  have  no 
place  in  a  paper  like  GCN.  I  worked  at  GCN  for 
three  and  a  half  years  because  I  felt  GCN  was  uni¬ 
que  among  gay  publications  in  its  rejection  of  the 
liberal  myth  of  objectivity,  where  only  one  issue 
can  be  discussed  at  a  time,  and  then  only  in  the 
presence  of  an  opposing  viewpoint.  Bronski  for¬ 
gets  that  there  are  many  newspapers  that  appeal 
to  gay  conservatives;  what  has  been  exceptional 
about  GCN  is  its  particular  value  for  lesbians  and 
gay  men  on  the  left,  who  can  find  in  its  pages 
reports  and  analysis  from  a  progressive  view¬ 
point,  not  only  of  their  own  activism,  but  also 
that  of  the  opposition.  That’s  why  I  wrote  so 
many  articles  about  electoral  politics,  and  that’s 
why  I  favor  the  inclusion  of  articles  about  gay 
conservatives. 

As  much  as  I  disagree  with  Bronski’s  liberal 
arguments,  it’s  not  his  liberalism  that  moves  me 
to  respond.  Such  reasoning  so  pervades  political 
discourse  today  that  it’s  hardly  novel  or  inter¬ 
esting  enough  to  merit  a  response.  What  I  find 
curious  is  that  Bronski  omits  from  his  denuncia¬ 
tion  the  case  of  another  highly  controversial  arti¬ 
cle  submitted  to  the  paper  last  year.  I’m  quite 
familiar  with  the  controversy  surrounding  that 
article  because  I  wrote  it.  Michael  Bronski  is 
familiar  with  it  because  he  read  it.  The  article  con¬ 
tained  political  criticism  of  Bronski’s  work;  the 
features  editor,  Loie  Hayes,  rejected  the  article 
after  Bronski  read  it  and  objected  to  it. 

In  rejecting  the  article,  Loie  told  me  that  Bron¬ 
ski  felt  he  had  been  personally  attacked  and  that  I 
had  “completely  misinterpreted”  his  work  (she 
herself  thought  it  “inappropriate”  for  a  feature 
article  to  criticize  “a  member  of  the  GCN  com¬ 
munity”).  Apparently  Michael  Bronski  finds  cen¬ 
sorship  less  deplorable  when  the  chilling  effect  is 
on  political  opinions  critical  of  his  own. 
Sincerely, 

Larry  Goldsmith 
Cambridge,  MA 

don’t  want 
to  be  shielded 

Dear  GCN: 

I  just  came  home  to  San  Francisco  from  several 
weeks  in  Detroit,  and  found  some  GCNs  waiting 
for  me.  I  want  to  thank  you  for  your  wonderful 
editorial  against  anti-Jewish  prejudice  —  as  im¬ 
pressive  a  statement  on  the  subject  as  I’ve  seen.  I 
also  want  to  support  your  decision  to  publish  Em¬ 
ma  Whitby’s  offensive  letter  in  the  first  place. 
Printing  a  letter  is  not  the  same  as  endorsing  it. 
Printing  it  is  allowing  readers  to  judge  it  for  them¬ 
selves.  I  don’t  read  GCN  to  be  shielded  from  the 
world;  I  read  it  to  learn  more  about  the  world,  in¬ 
cluding  its  ugly  side. 

I  don’t  know  who  on  the  staff  is  arguing  for 
what,  but  I’d  like  to  add  my  voice  to  those  that 
argue  for  GCNs  being  a  forum  and  an  advocate. 

It  should  present  the  community’s  full  range  of 
views  (taking  into  account  that  some  get  plenty  of 
representation  elsewhere),  and  also  put  forward 
clear,  radical  positions  of  its  own.  Creating  a 
safe,  correct,  progressive  cocoon  for  ourselves  is 
relatively  easy.  Responding  as  activists  to  every¬ 
thing  that’s  happening  and  being  said  is  much 
harder,  but  also  much  more  useful.  That’s  what 
GCN  is  a  great  tool  for. 

Gay  love  and  solidarity, 

Peter  Drucker 
San  Francisco,  CA 

PS  As  a  Jewish  atheist,  I  can’t  resist  making  one 
more  point.  Whitby’s  letter  was  offensive  in  its  ig¬ 
norance  of  Judaism’s  rich  ethical  heritage  and  its 
glib  assumption  of  Christian  superiority.  All  Jews 
are  threatened  by  these  kinds  of  prejudices.  But 
her  confusion  of  Jewishness  as  an  identity  with 
Judaism  as  a  religion  is  also  offensive.  A  Jew 
(especially  a  gay  Jew)  can  criticize  the  Old  Testa¬ 
ment  as  well  as  anyone.  And  criticizing  the  Old 
Testament  is  not  necessarily  an  attack  on  Jews, 
any  more  than  criticizing  the  pope  is  necessarily 
an  attack  on  Catholics  or  Italians  or  criticizing 
Khomeini  is  necessarily  an  attack  on  Shiites  or 
Iranians.  Right? 


GayCommunityNews 

Cover  design  by  Laurie  Sherman 


Gay  Community  News  is  produced  by  a  collec¬ 
tive  dedicated  to  providing  coverage  of  events 
and  news  in  the  interest  of  gay  and  lesbian 
liberation.  The  collective  consists  of  a  paid 
staff  of  eleven,  a  general  membership  of 
volunteers,  and  a  board  of  directors  elected  by 
the  membership.  The  paper  is  published  week¬ 
ly  (except  the  last  week  of  April,  August  and 
December),  with  a  double  issue  the  last  week 
of  June  by  the  Bromfield  Street  Education 
Foundation,  Inc.,  a  non-profit  corporation. 

Opinions  reflected  in  “editorials”  represent  the 
views  of  the  paid  staff  collective.  Signed  letters 
and  columns  represent  the  views  and  opinions 
of  the  authors  only.  We  encourage  all  readers 
to  send  us  comments,  criticism,  and  informa¬ 
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Speaking  Out - 

Needed:  A  Better  Critique  of  Religion 


By  Jeanne  Bergman  and  Jackie  Urla 


We  are  unaccustomed  to  finding  ourselves  in  the  role  of  defending  religious  belief,  but 
we  find  Bill  Leubrie’s  “Case  for  Gay  Atheism’’  (GCN 3-6-86)  far  too  offensive  to  allow  it  to 
stand  unchallenged.  Leubrie’s  “case,”  simply  put,  is  that  if  lesbians  and  gay  men,  as 
“civilized”  people,  believe  in  the  sacred,  they  are  as  superstitious  and  deluded  as  he  finds  the 
“primitive  peoples”  of  other  cultures  to  be.  Leubrie’s  position  rests  on  three  basic  premises, 
each  of  them  illogical,  based  on  incorrect  and  distorted  assumptions,  and  laden  with  at¬ 
titudes  of  supremacy  towards  non-western  cultures. 

Leubrie’s  first  premise  holds  that  all  religion  is  a  simplistic  and  false  form  of  explana¬ 
tion  that  arose  among  “primitive”  peoples.  This  argument  is  based  on  a  racist  conception  of 
“primitive”  cultures.  Indeed,  the  word  “primitive”  itself  is  an  insulting  term  that  has  long 
since  been  discarded  by  reputable  anthropologists.  Leubrie  ignores  the  extraordinary  diver¬ 
sity  of  religions,  collapsing  everything  from  tribal  “storytellers”  and  “polytheistic 
Norsemen”  to  the  Rev.  Moon  into  a  single,  simplistic  whole,  thereby  promoting  a  super¬ 
ficial  and  ahistorical  understanding  of  religion  cross-culturally  and  over  the  millenia. 

Leubrie  characterizes  all  religious  belief  as  ignorant,  anachronistic,  and  superstitious, 
appropriate  only  to  the  most  backward  of  societies,  and  then  opposes  it  to  Western  science, 
enlightenment,  and  civilization.  His  analysis  sound's  exactly  like  19th  century  evolutionary 
theory,  which  provided  a  “scientific”  justification  for  colonial  policy  and,  ironically,  Chris¬ 
tian  missionary  activity.  This  is  evident  in  his  assertion  that  “[wjhile  mythological  belief 
systems  may  have  been  inevitable  among  primitive  and  developing  peoples,  they  are  hardly 
appropriate  to  our  late  20th  century  civilization  embodying  relatively  advanced  principles  of 
physics,  geology,  and  anthropology.”  As  anthropologists  ourselves,  we  find  Leubrie’s 
characterization  not  at  all  accurate  in  its  representation  of  Third  World  cultures,  but  instead 
reminiscent  of  the  ideology  of  whites  who  took  it  upon  themselves  to  bring  civilization  and 
enlightenment  to  people  of  color  who  lived  in  “ignorance  of  their  origins  and  of  the 
mechanics  of  their  environment.”  Leubrie’s  appalling  claim  that  “the  child’s  game  of 
‘Telephone’”  can  tell  us  “all  [we]  need  to  know  about  the  effects  of  oral  tradition”  assumes 
that,  because  those  “^primitives”  aren’t  literate  like  we  are,  the  content  of  their  beliefs  is 
distorted  by  its  mode  of  transmission.  To  suggest  that  the  rich,  complex,  and  astoundingly 
cohesive  myths  and  cosmologies  of,  say,  two  and  a  half  million  Yoruba  or  nine  hundred 
thousand  Dinka  can  be  compared  to  “a  child’s  game”  is  to  encourage  the  grotesque,  reduc¬ 
tionist,  and  ignorant  type  of  thought  that  underlies  the  rationale  for  cultural  genocide. 
Racist  and  colonial  discourses  have  always  likened  the  “primitive  peoples”  to  children,  but 
we  are  dismayed  to  find  this  offensive  view  expressed  in  the  name  of  gay  freedom. 

Leubrie’s  second  argument  for  atheism  incriminates  religion  on  the  basis  of  atrocities 
committed  by  some  of  the  Christian  churches.  While  we  share  the  horror  of  these  atrocities, 
it  is  illogical  to  discard  the  vast  category  of  “belief”  on  the  basis  of  the  political  role  of  cer¬ 
tain  rather  horrendous  institutions.  We  can  illustrate  this  by  making  the  same  criticism  of 
science  a  belief  system  more  to  the  liking  of  Leubrie’s  twentieth  century  mind.  Science  has 
brought  us,  among  other  things,  socio-biology,  Daikon  shields,  the  Final  Solution,  elec¬ 
troshock  therapy,  and  first  strike  capacity.  With  nuclear  capability,  science  has  brought  us 
face  to  face  with  the  imminence  of  the  most  powerful  and  terrifying  religious  image  of  all: 
the  End.  Nevertheless,  we  do  not  assume  that  it  is  intrinsic  to  the  scientific  mode  of  thought 
that  atrocities  must  be  committed  by  its  institutions  or  by  the  State  though  its  agency:  the 
culprit  is  not  science,  but  the  historical  and  material  conditions  within  which  scientific 
thought  is  contextualized.  By  the  same  token,  then,  it  is  not  because  of  belief,  myth, 
cosmology,  or  ritual  that  religious  institutions  have  committed  or  facilitated  atrocities  —  it 
is  because  of  their  social  location  and  their  material  interests  as  they  have  construed  them. 
There  are  thousands  of  counter  examples  of  belief  as  a  force  for  peace,  justice,  resistance, 
revolution,  and  affirmation.  We  cannot  discard  a  mode  of  thought  or  a  methodology  solely 


on  the  grounds  of  whatever  comes  to  be  perpetrated  in  its  name. 

Incidentally,  as  pro-sex  feminists  with  but  the  most  dubious  relationship  to  the  divine, 
we  deeply  resent  Leubrie’s  statement  that  “genocidal  politics”  against  gays  and  lesbians  “is 
a  past  atrocity  and  current  obscenity  greater  than  that  found  in  any  porn  shop.”  Since  when 
does  sexually  explicit  material  constitute  the  standard  of  “atrocity”  against  which  all  evils 
are  measured? 

Thirdly,  Leubrie  argues  that  we  must  abandon  religion  in  favor  of  science  on  the 
grounds  that  it  is  “a  good  deal  more  cohesive,  less  anthropomorphic,  and  more  in  tune  with 
observable  phenomena  than  any  such  framework  provided  by  an  ancient  mythology.”  This 
argument  fails  to  recognize  that  science  is  not  equivalent  to  religion .  Systems  of  belief  do  not 
concern  themselves  solely  with  explanation  —  and  in  any  case,  those  “primitive  and 
developing  peoples”  are  as  adept  in  logical  and  cause/effect  reasoning  as  are  we,  “the 
civilized”  —  but  extend  beyond  this  to  questions  of  meaning,  death,  joy,  suffering,  and 
awe.  Furthermore,  science  lacks  an  ethics,  other  than  its  own  methodology.  It  is  amoral. 
Issues  of  existential  meaning  and  ethics  are  not  the  exclusive  province  of  exotic  and 
undeveloped-peoples  in  search  of  a  fabricated  “cracking  good  story”  or  of  those  among  us 
who  are  “unwilling  or  unable  to  think  for  themselves.”  Rather  they  are  questions  we  must 
continue  to  struggle  with,  and  which  cannot  be  resolved  in  a  laboratory  or  through  a 
telescope.  In  short,  we  cannot  simply  replace  religion  with  science.  To  assert  that  there  is 
“not  one  single  shred  of  credible  evidence”  to  support  the  existence  of  God  is  to  once  again 
misconstrue  the  relationship  between  scientific  method  and  religious  belief.  For  believers, 
the  “evidence”  is  ample,  even  overwhelming.  For  atheists,  belief  is  incomprehensible.  In 
either  case,  science  is  irrelevant  to  the  debate.  We  would  also  like  to  note  that  the 
“objective”  stance  which  science  purports  to  provide  us  with  can  be,  and  is,  used  to  max¬ 
imize  the  interests  of  the  dominant  segment  of  society  —  white,  straight,  upper  class  men  — 
not  to  mention  our  alleged  national  interests,  in  much  the  same  way  that  religious  doctrine 
has  been  used  to  legitimate  dominant  class  and  gender  interests  here  and  elsewhere. 

If,  as  lesbians  and  gay  men,  we  wish  to  develop  a  critique  of  religion,  that  critique  must 
be  directed  at  particular  institutions,  understood  and  analysed  in  terms  of  their  specific 
historical,  material,  and  social  context  and  praxis.  We,  like  Leubrie,  find  that  Christianity  in 
America  at  present  is  antithetical  to  the  interests  of  lesbians  and  gay  men,  and  that  the  right- 
wing’s  efforts  to  legitimize  repressive  political  and  economic  positions  with  the  mantle  of 
religion  constitute  one  of  the  greatest  threats  not  only  to  sexual  minorities  but  to  women, 
people  of  color,  workers,  the  poor,  and  everybody  else.  But  it  must  be  grasped  that  no 
religion  is  any  better  or  worse  than  the  society  or  faction  of  society  of  which  it  is  a  part.  We 
need  to  critique  all  systems  of  oppression,  all  acts  of  injustice,  those  legitimized  by  science  as 
well  as  by  religion.  We  must  do  this  without  discounting  the  very  real  issues  with  which 
religious  thought  wrestles,  and  particularly  without  demeaning  as  ignorant  and  primitive 
people  of  other  cultures  and  beliefs. 

Jeanne  Bergman  and  Jackie  Urla  are  on  the  faculty  of  the  Anthropology  Department  at 
the  University  of  California  at  Berkeley. 

“Speaking  Out”  is  part  of  our  continuing  effort  to  provide  a  true  forum  of  opinion 
for  the  community.  We  encourage  you  to  send  your  ideas,  feelings,  and  comments 
to  us  and  we  encourage  you  to  respond  to  any  ideas  expressed  in  this  space.  Sub¬ 
missions  to  “Speaking  Out”  should  be  TYPED  and  DOUBLE  SPACED,  and,  if 
possible,  held  to  under  5  pages  in  length.  The  GCN  staff  collective  reserves  the 
right  to  limit  length  and  number  of  signatures  in  “Speaking  Out.”  The  opinions  ex¬ 
pressed  in  “Speaking  Out”  do  not  necessarily  reflect  the  views  of  the  newspaper, 
the  staff,  or  the  advertisers.  Write  c/o  Speaking  Out,  GCN,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th  FI., 
Boston,  MA  02111. 
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And  the  winner  is . . . 


Thanks  to  everyone  who  participated 
in  helping  GCN  raise  over  $1400  in  our 
first-ever  raffle,  and  congratulations  to 
Lisa  Schweig,  who  won  the  grand  prize 
trip  to  Montreal.  Other  prize  winners  will 


receive  notification  in  the  mail  within  the 
next  week.  To  those  who  didn’t  win  a 
prize  this  time  round,  watch  for  next 
year’s  raffle,  and  thanks  again  for  your 
support. 
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Mania!  The  Sex  Se 


The  Trojan  Banana:  Beware  of  tricks  bearing  no  condoms. 


By  Christopher  Wittke 

Prophylactically  Speaking: 

Reactions  to  the  Rubber  Revolution 

A  recent  unscientific  sampling  of  a  group  of  my  close, 
personal  friends  and  acquaintances  revealed  a  variety  of 
responses  fo  the  topic  of  condoms.  Whether  these  men 
used  condoms  regularly  or  just  for  specific  activities,  it  was 
obvious  they  had  given  a  good  deal  of  thought  to  the 
issue. 

My  friend  The  Phabulous  Philip  has  outrightly  pro¬ 
claimed,  “I  refuse  to  suck  a  cock  with  a  rubber  on  it.”  Try¬ 
ing  to  convince  him  that  doing  so  isn’t  a  bad  experience 
(“It’s  just  different”)  I  found  that  Philip  was  not  to  be  per¬ 
suaded. 

Another  friend  suggested  that  “Since  sex  can  be  any¬ 
thing  from  massage  to  tieing  up  and  hitting,  there’s  no 
reason  to  be  so  genitally-centered.”  Call  me  old  fashion¬ 
ed,  but  do  we  really  have  to  forget  how  much  fun  a  penis 
can  be? 

My  pal  Marty  flat  out  refuses  to  fuck  without  con¬ 
doms.  He  sensed  that  now  was  the  time  to  establish  per¬ 
sonal  policy,  and  with  a  large  supply  of  rubbers,  he  has 
managed  to  stick  to  it. 

Stuart  recognizes  that  the  times  call  for  the  utmost  in 
caution  but  he  will  not  “ .  .  .  let  fear  rule  my  life.”  It  is  possi¬ 
ble  to  be  careful  without  condoms,  but  it  can  also  limit 
variations  in  sexual  behavior. 

Sex  has  always  been  about  choices.  With  whom  do 
you  choose  to  have  sex?  What  prerequisites,  if  any,  do 
you  place  on  sexual  activity?  Must  you  be  in  love  or  will 
lust  suffice? 

For  gay  men,  clearly  the  AIDS  epidemic  opens  up 
new  choices.  Do  you  choose  celibacy?  Behavior  modifica¬ 
tion  in  the  form  of  safe  sex?  Or  do  you  simply  throw  your 
hands  in  the  air  because  you  figure  that  with  your  luck 
you’d  play  it  100  percent  safe  for  the  next  ten  years  and 
wind  up  getting  run  over  by  a  bus  the  day  after  a  vaccine 
and/or  cure  are  finally  discovered? 

If  you  decide  to  travel  the  safe  sex  route,  you  will  find 
yourself  facing  choices  so  difficult  that  all  of  the  above  pale 
by  comparison.  The  mind  boggles  at  questions  like,  “Hey, 
is  it  possible  to  buy  rubbers  and  not  feel  embarrassed?” 

“How  many  different  brands  of  condoms  are  there? 
Which  is  the  perfect  prophylactic  for  me?” 

“Do  all  of  these  things  smell  like  tire  factories  in 
Akron,  Ohio?” 

Relax!  As  with  every  choice  you  make,  personal  taste 
and  preferences  will  play  a  large  part  in  reaching  your 
decisions.  Perhaps  it  will  be  helpful  if  we  cruise  the  con¬ 
dom  scene  together  and  see  what’s  available* 

Shopping  for  Scumbags: 

The  Eighties  Way 

There  are  some  passive-aggressive  types  in  this  world 
who  decide  that  condoms  are  the  way  to  go,  but  rather 
than  develop  a  healthy,  positive  technique  for  the  public 
purchase  of  prophylactics,  they  choose  instead  to  use  mail 
order.  What  a  shame.  These  people  never  get  the  chance 
to  make  a  statement,  to  stand  up  to  16-year-old  drugstore 
clerks  and  proclaim  proudly,  “I’ll  take  the  lubricated  three- 
pack,  please.” 

Condom-positive  attitudes  do  not  spring  up  over 
night.  These  are  feelings  we  need  to  nurture.  In  my 
younger  and  more  vulnerable  years  I  felt  it  necessary  to 
travel  two  towns  away  from  my  home  to  strange 
drugstores  where  no  one  knew  my  face  or  name.  This  was 
about  two  years  ago,  at  the  time  rubbers  were  just  making 
their  presence  felt  in  the  gay  community.  In  time  the  pro¬ 
cess  became  easier;  now  I  felt  secure  enough  to  buy  con¬ 
doms  within  my  own  county. 

Of  course,  there  is  the  ever-present  danger  of  feeling 
so  secure  you  risk  being  cocky.  When  I  moved  to  the  big 
city  about  a  year  ago,  I  made  the  conscious  decision  that 
as  a  mature  adult  consumer  I  would,  from  that  point  on, 
make  all  my  condom  purchases  at  my  local  pharmacy.  I 


convinced  myself  that  it  was  only  in  my  paranoid  thoughts 
that  salespeople  talked  to  one  another  about  customer 
purchases  and  giggled,  “Here’s  that  guy  who  thinks  he’s 
gonna  get  lucky”  whenever  I  approached  the  counter  with 
a  box  of  rubbers.  Since  I  found  myself  buying  them  on  a 
weekly  basis,  my  motto  had  become:  “Condoms  —  Don’t 
leave  home  without  them.” 

It  felt  as  if  buying  rubbers  would  never  again  be  a 
cause  of  anxiety,  so  I  let  my  guard  down.  I  left  work  on  a 
Friday  night  a  couple  of  months  ago  with  a  splitting 
headache  that  threatened  to  put  a  damper  on  the  one 
night  that  week  which  I  had  specifically  set  aside  for 
socializing.  I  stopped  at  the  above-mentioned  drugstore  to 
purchase  some  acetominiphen  tablets.  As  luck  would 
have  it,  this  shop  keeps  pain  killers  and  condoms  in  the 
same  case.  It  seemed  to  me  that  if  1  also  bought  a  pack  of 
rubbers,  they  might  serve  as  some  sort  of  good  luck 
charm,  I’d  feel  better  and  get  to  go  out  as  planned. 

“May  I  help  you?”  the  middle-aged  woman  behind 
the  counter  asked. 

“Yes,”  I  said,  “I’d  like  a  small  bottle  of  Tylenol  and 
the  Ramses  three-pack.” 

As  she  rang  up  the  purchase,  the  woman  simply 
could  not  resist  saying,  “Hmm  .  .  .  that’s  quite  a  combina¬ 
tion.” 

My  face  turned  so  red  it  felt  as  if  it  were  on  fire.  I 
mumbled  some  feeble  line  like  “This  way  nobody’s  gonna 
say  ‘Not  tonight,  I  have  a  headache.’  ”  I  was  angry  that  I 
had  let  the  clerk  put  me  on  the  spot,  that  I  really  felt  a  need 
to  defend  my  purchase.  At  least  I  didn’t  say  I  was  buying 
them  for  a  friend. 

There  seem  to  be  two  types  of  stocking  techniques 
for  condoms.  Some  stores  keep  them  right  out  in  the 
aisles  for  consumer  access  while  others  keep  the  so-small- 
and-obviously-easy-to-shoplift  boxes  behind  counters.  It 
is  important  to  feel  secure  in  either  situation.  Don’t  be  in¬ 
timidated,  make  your  purchase  and  be  proud  of  your  at¬ 
tempt  to  maintain  a  healthy  and  hot  sex  life. 

“Make  my  Purchase?  How  Do  I  Know  What  to 

Buy?” 

Take  a  deep  breath,  it’s  really  easy.  There’s  only  one 
way  in  which  the  condom  novice  is  going  to  find  the  right 
prophylactic  for  him  and  that’s  by  shopping.  At  first  you’ll 
feel  overwhelmed  by  the  seemingly  countless  variations 


on  the  rubber  theme.  Terms  like  “Latex,”  “Natural,’ 
-“Lubricated,”  “Reservoir  Tip,”  and  brand  names  like  “Ex 
cita,”  “Man  to  Man,”  the  ever-familiar  “Trojan”  and  man^ 
others  abound.  Don’t  let  the  information  overload  get  yoi 
down. 

According  to  the  National  Coalition  of  Gay  STD  Ser 
vices  Newsletter,  Volume  7:1,  lubricated  condoms  an 
preferable  to  dry.  When  used  correctly  (explicit  instruc 
tions  for  application  and  removal  are  included  in  all  of  th< 
major  brand  prophylactic  boxes  as  well  as  at  the  end  o 
this  article),  condoms  verv  rarelv  break.  Lubricatec 
brands  are  even  stranger.  There  is  a  slight  chance  tha 
natural  condoms,  manufactured  from  sheep  skin  mem 
branes  and  marketed  under  the  name  “Lambskin,’ 
among  others,  may  allow  some  leakage  along  with  thev 
reported  heightened  penile  sensitivity.  The  NCGSiTDf 
Newsletter  recommends  that  users  stick  with  latex.  Con 
doms  with  an  extended  reservoir  tip  which  expands  post 
ejaculation  are  also  thought  to  be  stronger  than  the  plain 
end  style.  Users  should  also  watch  for  any  lubrican 
sensitivity.  Some  condoms  are  lubricated  with  the  sper 
micide  Nonoxynol-9  which  kills  the  so-called  “AIDf 
virus”  in  test  tubes.  This  may  give  an  extra  bit  of  pro 
tection,  but  has  been  known  to  irritate  the  mouths  and  rec 
tal  areas  of  some  users. 

There  are  so  many  different  brand  names  of  con 
doms  that  you  should  really  just  try  several  differen 
brands  until  you  decide  which  is  your  favorite.  Of  course 
you  can’t  judge  a  rubber  by  its  cover,  and  most  of  then 
aren’t  marketed  for  you  and  me  anyway.  Fuzzy  photos  o 
smiling  young  straight  couples  looking  at  a  river  tend  t< 
alienate  me. 

“Trojans”  are  the  old  warhorse,  ahem,  immortalize* 
in  many  a  pop  song  and  high  school  locker  room  story 
They  come  in  every  possible  variation:  lubricated,  dry 
reservoir,  plain-end,  and  even  gold-colored.  (Now  then 
is  a  straight  male  concept  if  ever  I’ve  heard  of  one:  Thi 
Golden  Phallus.)  Trojans  are  probably  the  worst  offender 
in  the  “That  must  be  rubber  because  it  sure  smells  like  it 
category.  Of  course  all  of  the  brands  give  off  some  sort  c 
latex  scent,  but  one  Trojan  seems  to  be  able  to  permeate  < 
room.  As  is  the  case  with  most  other  brands,  lubricate* 
Trojans  emit  a  somewhat  subtler  odor  than  do  their  dr 
counterparts. 

Now  that  so  many  gay  men  are  purchasing  con 
doms,  we  have  “Man  To  Man,”  a  thick,  “doubl 
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Women's  Health 

Our  new  women's  health  clinician, 

P.  Clay  Stephens,  PA,  has  years  of  ex- 
erience  in  gay,  lesbian  and  women's 
ealth  care,  Peggy  Roberts,  M.D.  is  a 
family  physician  who  provides  women's 
and  primary-  health  care  services 


Gay  Men's  Health 

Scott  Harris,  M.D.,  our  new  internist, 
is  highly  skilled  and  approachable. 

He  addresses  health  concerns  ranging 
from  common  colds/flu  to  sexually 
transmitted  diseases  and  AIDS. 


You  can  choose  your  own  personal  medical  provider. 

•  Free  Blood  Pressure  Clinic:  Friday  10:30  -  noon. 

•  HTLV-3  Education  and  Testing  267-0159. 

•  Lunchtime,  Dinner  and  Evening  Appointments  now  Available. 


16  HAVILAND  ST.,  BOSTON,  MA  02115  (617)  267-7573 


•  bicated  2  blocks  from  Auditorium  T-stop. 

•  We  accept  VISA/MC,  personal  checks,  and  will  bill  major  insurance  carriers. 


WARD  &  LUND 

ATTORNEYS  AT  LAW 

* 

John  P.  Ward,  David  R.  Lund 
Janice  Platner,  Barbara  J.  Macy 


•Criminal  Defense 
•Real  Estate  Transactions 
•Domestic  Relations 
•Discrimination 
•Probate  of  Estates 
•Defense  of  Drunk  Drivers 

483  Beacon  Street,  Suite  1 1 

Boston,  MA  02115 
617-266-0760 


•Estate  Planning 
•Business  Representation 
•Relationship  Agreements 
•Civil  Litigation 
•General  Practice  of  Law 
•Condominium  Conversion 

2266  Market  Street 
San  Francisco,  CA  941 14 
415-626-4224 
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Condoms  and  sex:  perfectly  safe 
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lubricated”  prophylactic  package  especially  for  us.  The 
white  lettering  on  a  black  box  gives  the  whole  affair  a  more 
butch  feel  than  the  “For  feeling  in  love  ...”  logo  used  by 
another  brand.  It  seems  as  if  Man  To  Man  is  generally  sold 
in  adult  bookstores  and  may  not  be  available  everywhere. 

“Sheik”  condoms  seem  like  a  natural  if  inadvertent 
target  for  the  gay  male  community.  A  facial  sketch  of  a 
handsome  man  adorns  the  box  along  with  the  motto:  “For 
Sensitivity  and  Confidence.”  With  all  the  built-in  gay  male 
appeal,  it  seems  the  only  way  they  could  improve  their 
hopes  of  attracting  the  community  would  be  to  change  the 
spelling  to  “Chic.”  The  non -lubricated  “Sheik”  which  1 
sampled  had  sort  of  a  heavy  balloon-like  feel  and  like  most 
dry  rubbers  emitted  a  strong  scent  of  latex. 

“Ramses  Lubricated”  are  about  the  best  regular  con¬ 
dom  I’ve  tried.  With  a  mild  and  inoffensive  scent,  virtually 
colorless,  it’s  almost  possible  to  forget  you  have  it  on.  One 
friend  remarked.  “This  is  like  having  a  foreskin,”  while  us¬ 
ing  them. 

There  are  more  exotic  variables  in  condomland.  “Ex- 
cita”  brand  markets  a  “ribbed”  condom  which  basically 
means  it  is  covered  with  horizontal  ridges  across  its  entire 
length.  Apparently  these  are  designed  to  “Excite  Her,” 
and  whether  or  not  they  “Excite  Him”  or  you  is  another 
individual  matter.  You’ll  just  have  to  try  it  and  see. 

If  laughter  plays  an  important  part  in  your  sex  life, 
then  you  should  be  sure  to  check  out  Excita’s  Fiesta  col¬ 
ored  condoms.  Perhaps  it  was  just  the  luck  of  the  draw, 
but  the  three-pack  which  I  sampled  looked  like  nothing  so 
much  as  a  traffic  signal  with  its  red,  yellow  and  green  rub¬ 
bers.  If  the  concept  of  playing  with  a  prick  that  seems 
vaguely  extra-terrestrial  is  a  turn-on  to  you,  then  consider 
Fiesta  the  condom  for  you.  The  lubricated  version  has  a 
smooth  texture  and  a  mild  latex  -scent. 

It  is  probably  best  to  experiment  at  first  by  jerking  off 
while  wearing  the  condom.  This  way  you  can  get  used  to 
the  feel  of  rubber  sex,  and  it  should  help  you  more  easily 
recognize  the  sensation  if  the  condom  should  break. 

Once  you’re  used  to  the  fact  that  rubbers  are  now  an 
integral  part  of  your  sex  life,  it  makes  it  easier  to  convey 
your  feelings  about  safe  sex  to  your  partner.  However,  it  is 
still  somewhat  likely  that  you  may  backslide  and  feel  a  little 
sheepish. 

On  a  recent  visit  to  a  very  crowded  bar  I  was  absent- 
mindedly  following  the  flow  of  traffic  through  the  throng. 
The  man  in  front  of  me  saw  a  friend  in  the  crowd  and 


quickly  spun  on  his  heels  to  catch  his  attention.  In  doing 
this  the  man  smashed  into  me,  made  a  quick  apology  and 
was  off.  A  few  moments  later  a  man  I’d  never  seen  before 
came  up  to  me  and  said,  “Excuse  me,  you  dropped 
these.”  Again  my  face  turned  a  vivid  red,  and  somehow  I 
resisted  the  temptation  to  shout  “I’ve  never  seen  those  in 
my  life!”  as  I  took  the  Ramses  three-pack  from  his  hand. 
Instead  I  mumbled,  “So  I  did ...”  shoved  the  box  back  in¬ 
to  my  jacket  pocket  and  made  a  bee-line  to  the  exit.  I  also 
made  a  vow  that  I  would  never  set  foot  in  that  particular 
establishment  again .  When  I  broke  the  vow,  I  was  relieved 
to  find  that  no  one  shouted  “Look!  Here’s  the  condom 
guy!”  as  I  entered. 

A  Crash  Course  In  Correct  Condom  Use 

It’s  so  easy  you’ll  practically  be  able  to  do  it  with  your 
eyes  closed.  But  keep  ’em  open  because  it’s  kind  of  hot  to 
watch. 

According  to  the  NCGSTDS  Newsletter  mentioned 
previously,  there  are  a  few  simple  rules  which  ought  to  be 
followed  carefully: 

•  Store  condoms  in  the  proverbial  “cool,  dry”  place. 
On  top  of  a  stove  or  radiator  would  just  make  for  a  sticky, 
gooey  mess,  and  you’ll  want  to  save  that  part  for  the  con¬ 
dom  removal. 

•  It  can  be  fun  to  inflate  and  stretch  condoms,  but  not 
if  you’re  planning  on  using  them  with  a  partner. 

•  Take  care  when  opening  the  package,  no  matter 
how  much  of  a  hurry  you’re  in  to  get  the  action  under¬ 
way.  Ripping  the  packet  open  with  your  teeth  or 
Streisand-length  finger  nails  could  tear  the  rubber. 

•  Squeeze  air  out  of  the  reservoir  tip  if  you’re  using 
that  style  because  nasty  air  bubbles  can  cause  the  condom 
to  break.  If  you  prefer  the  more  natural  looking  plain  end 
rubber,  you  should  leave  a  half  inch  free  at  the  penis  head 
to  catch  the  semen.  A  small  amount  of  lubricant  at  the  tip, 
on  the  inside,  will  not  only  get  rid  of  the  air,  but  it’ll  feel 
pretty  great  too. 

•  Simply  unroll  the  rubber  like  a  red  carpet  down  the 
entire  length  of  the  erect  penis.  If  you  or  your  partner  are 
fashionably  uncut,  be  sure  to  retract  the  foreskin  before 
putting  on  the  condom. 

•  Use  lots  and  lots  of  lubricant,  not  only  because  it 
feels  terrific  but  because  it’s  a  good  way  to  help  prevent 
the  dreaded  condom  breakage.  Don’t  use  oil-based  lubes 


Getting  there  is  half  the  fun. 


like  Vaseline  or  Crisco,  because  they  are  the  natural 
enemy  of  the  prophylactic,  they  will  just  about  insure  con¬ 
dom  rupture.  Go  with  water-soluble  lubricants. 

•  Get  a  grip  on  things.  If  you  feel  the  rubber  slip, 
hang  on  to  it  at  its  base.  If  the  ghastly  image  of  your  se¬ 
cond  grade  teacher  pops  into  your  head  and  you  hear  her 
voice  telling  you  to  “Keep  your  hands  out  of  your  pockets 
or  the  devil  will  get  you,”  the  odds  are  you’re  going  to  lose 
your  erection.  This  is  another  good  time  to  grab  the  rubber 
at  its  base. 

•  After  taking  the  time  to  put  on  a  condom,  it  would 
be  incredibly  uncool  to  leave  the  cum-filled  rubber  inside 
your  partner  after  you  withdraw.  Hold  the  condom 
around  its  base  as  you  pull  out  slowly.  Throw  the  sticky 
gooey  mess  away,  wash  up,  and  lie  around  with  thoughts 
of  opening  a  restaurant  or  whatever  it  is  you  do  during  the 
afterglow. 


V 

Thanks  to  Robert  Taylor,  M.D.,  for  his  assistance. 


J 

Richard  R.  Bankhead,  DDS 
Paul  O.  Groipen,  DDS 
Hyde  Park,  MA  02136 
(617)  364-5500 


CAREER/JOB  CHANGE 

Graduation-Job  Search _ 

Our  experienced  staff  will  work  with  you 
individually  to: 

•  do  strategic  planning  for  your  marketing 
campaign 

•  develop  an  effective  resume 

•  make  best-fit  comparisons  of  your  offers 

•  assess  your  career  to  date 

Our  licensed  staff  consists  of  psychologists,  social  workers,  and 
psychiatrists.  For  information  call  262-9116. 

Information-Evaluation-Referral  Service 

Insurance  accepted. 


Mon.-Sat.  &  evenings 
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Boston  Danvers 

45  Newbury  St.  5  Elm  St. 
262-9166  774-0142 

nr.  Arlington  T 


Specializing  in  short-term,  problem-focused  therapy 


Cambridge 
51  Brattle  St. 


Give  yourself  the  gift  of  health. 


•  1 ’rtf  initial  consultations  •  Nutritional  counseling 

•  Non- force  techniques  •  Kxerc  ise  programs 


Near  the  Porter  Square  7  v  tat  ion 

(617)628-9547 

insurant  e  accepted  M(i  &  VISA  welcome 
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WILL-WEBSTER 

Wholesale  to  Homeowners 

BUY  DIRECT 


Screened  Loam,  Mulch,  Colored  Stone, 
Washed  Sand  and  Stone,  Gravel 

Saturday  Deliveries 
[Pickup  available  at  Yard] 

50  Ceylon  Street,  off  Columbia  Road 
Dorchester 

445-6923 

Daily  9  a.m.  —  5  p.m./Saturday  7  a.m.  —  4  p.m. 


STANHOPE 

-FRAMERS—1 


Specialists  in  classic  contemporary  framing 

Natural  Wood  Frames  FrameMica®  in  36  Colors 

Welded  Brass  &  Aluminum  Nielsen®  Aluminum  Frames 

Round  Corner  Frames  Custom  Plexi-Boxes 

Gold  Leaf  and  Silver  Leaf  Frames 

Personal  attention  and  service 
to  individuals,  artists  and  galleries 
for  over  eleven  years 

Finely  and  individually  crafted 
in  Museum  Standard  Materials 

Please  visit  both  our  locations 


411  Marlborough  Street 
At  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  Massachusetts  02115 
262-0787 


269  Somerville  Avenue 
In  Union  Square 
Somerville,  MA  02 143 

by  appointment  only 
666-2000 


MasterCard  and  Visa  accepted. 


Where  else  can  you  get  drills, 
bit  parts,  and  theater 
in  the  square?  ^ 
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Dickson  Bros,  of  Course! 


Now  that  Harvard  Square  has  cleaned  up  its  act,  vou  can  again 
enjoy  the  energy  and  excitement. 

And  don't  forget  your  old  friend  Dickson  Bros.  The  hardware  store 
with  more. 

For  all  your  supply  needs,  we  simply  can  t  be  upstaged. 

Dickson  Bros.  Co.  •  26  Brattle  St.  •  Cambridge » 876-6760  m 

A  HARDWARE  STORE  AND  MORE  p— " 


PBS  AIDS  Show 

Continued from  page  3 


Bridges  to  the  health  department 
for  having  unsafe  sex,  officers  re¬ 
sponded  that  his  soliciting  and  the 
kind  of  sex  he  had  were  “only 
rumors.”  Cleveland  City  Council 
President  George  Forbes  pro¬ 
tested,  “We’ve  got  a  right  to  pro¬ 
tect  people,”  but  when  asked  what 
he  would  do,  Forbes  shrugged  and 
said,  “I  don’t  know.”  Forbes 
categorized  Bridges’  attitude  as, 
“I’ve  got  it.  How  many  am  I  going 
to  take  with  me?” 

Buck  Harris,  a  gay  man  working 
for  the  state  department  of  health 
in  Cleveland,  spoke  of  the  com¬ 
munity’s  anger  at  Bridges  and 
described  the  lynch  mob  mentality 
the  case  engendered.  Bridges’  doc¬ 
tor  in  Houston,  Robert  Awe, 
threatened  to  “call  the  constables 
and  have  you  locked  up”  when 
Bridges  admitted  he  was  having 
“sort  of”  unsafe  sex,  though  he 
claimed  he  avoided  ejaculating  in 
anyone  and  specified  that  he  mas¬ 
turbated.  A  squeamish  vice  squad 
fretted  “they  would  have  to  catch 
him  in  an  actual  sex  act”  in  order 
to  arrest  him.  “ThatVm  not  going 
to  do,”  said  one  officer  to  the 
laughter  of  his  colleagues. 

The  filmmaker  finally  steered 
Bridges  to  gay  and  prison  reform 


activist  Ray  Hill,  who  saw  to  his 
board,  counseling  and  health  care. 
Hill  criticized  the  “losses  and 
failure,  the  veritable  circus”  of 
people  attempting  to  solve  a  prob¬ 
lem  they  don’t  understand. 

Dr.  James  Houghton,  director 
of  health  and  human  services  for 
the  city,  said  it  never  occured  to 
him  to  turn  to  the  Houston  gay 
and  lesbian  community,  and  ex¬ 
pressed  amazement  that  they  knew 
exactly  what  to  do  for  Bridges. 

When  Loederman  had  asked 
Bridges,  “How  could  you  take  a 
chance  you  might  give  [AIDS]  to 
somebody?”  Bridges  answered, 
“I’m  at  the  point  where  I  just 
don’t  give  a  damn.”  In  a  final 
scene  shot  a  month  before  Bridges’ 
death  in  November,  1985,  he  says, 
“I  want  to  go  down  in  history  as 
someone  who  will  be  respected, 
appreciated.  Someone  who  can  be 
related  to.”  Panelist  Diego  Lopez, 
GMHC’s  director  of  clinical  ser¬ 
vices  and  a  PWA,  noted  that  the 
beginning  of  Bridges’  dementia 
was  clearly  illustrated  by  his  illu¬ 
sion  that  he  would  go  down  in 
history  as  a  hero,  and  summed  up 
the  film  as  depicting  “victimiza¬ 
tion  of  this  person  by  all  institu¬ 
tions  that  failed  him”  and  charged 
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for  information  call  GCN  426-4469 


the  medical  profession,  the  hos¬ 
pitals,  the  legal  system  and  the 
church  with  that  failure.  Silver- 
man  then  castigated  Loederman 
for  electing  to  film  “an 
aberration”  for  the  sake  of  a  “hot 
story.”  He  accused  the  filmmaker 
of  passing  over  the  “behavioral 
change  unparalleled  in  the  history 
of  medicine,”  80  percent  reduc¬ 
tion  of  sexually  transmitted  dis¬ 
eases  (STDs)  in  gay  men  repre¬ 
sents  “in  favor  of  a  stereotype.” 

Discussion  moved  from  the  film 
to  quarantine.  Moderator  Charles 
Nesson  of  Harvard  Law  School 
turned  to  Rep.  William  Dan- 
nemeyer  (R-CA)  challenging 
“even  you  are  not  in  favor  of  mass 
quarantine,”  “a  lock  ’em  all  up 
solution.”  The  congressman  of¬ 
fered  that  it  is  “appropriate  for 
people  to  be  talking  about  the  op¬ 
tion.” 

By  hook-up  from  Houston, 
conservative  political  activist  Dr. 
Steven  F.  Hotce  spoke  of  gay 
men’s  “inordinate  lust  for  self¬ 
gratification”  and  encouragement 
of  “moral  anarchy.”  Society 
should  “come  down  hard  on  this 
activity,”  he  said,  with  sodomy 
laws  designed  to  curb  “unaccep¬ 
table  behavior.”  “The  lifestyle  is 
unhealthy  ....  It  undermines  the 
moral  fabric  of  the  community 
[and]  is  deleterious  to  the  in¬ 
dividual.” 

Gay  activist  Ray  Hill  said,  “Fa¬ 
bian  was  not  a  problem  to  us.  He 
did  not  slip  out  to  turn  a  trick.” 
He  compared  the  extreme  recom¬ 
mendation  of  quarantine  to  “kill¬ 
ing  a  mosquito  with  a  [gun].” 

The  co-director  of  San  Fran¬ 
cisco  General  Hospital’s  AIDS 
Clinic,  Dr.  Constance  Wofsey, 
reminded  viewers  that  AIDS  is  an 
infectious  disease  unrelated  to  sex¬ 
ual  orientation,  noting  that  25  per- 

Continued  on  page  9 


Please  support 
our  advertisers! 


SUBSCRIBE 


Dear  Valiant/Dart  owner, 

Congratulations  on  owning  the 
best  Detroit  ever  built.  But  as  you 
know,  even  the  best  needs  care 
occasionally.  At  our  garage  we 
can  do  any  mechanical  or  body 
work  your  car  requires.  We  have 
most  of  the  parts  that  tend  to  need 
replacement  in  stock. 

We  also  repair  and  maintain 
other  makes  of  American  and 
foreign  cars. 

Come  in  (8am  6pm)  or  call  for 
advice  and  an  estimate. 

J&S  AUTOMOTIVE 
277  Northampton  St. 
267-0300 


If  you're  an  independent  thinker, 
date  the  modern  way  through 

LUNCH  BUDDIES 

a  total  introduction  service 
for  lesbians  and  gay  men 

call  731-8934 

rlkrrppt  •  cinroro  •  /- /-in  .-.(-I.,  I 
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Daverik  Associates 


PLASTERING  &  REMODELING 

Commercial  —  Residential* 


Fred  Grimaldi 

282-3961 J 

•  LETTERHEADS 

COPLEY 

•  ENVELOPES 

•  NCR  FORMS 

COPYYYY 

•  BUSINESS  CARDS 

OFFSET  PRINTING  & 

•  TYPESETTING 

INSTANT  DUPLICATION 

•  BINDERY  SERVICES 

392  BOYLSTON  ST.  REAR 

•  QUALITY  2-COLOR  PRINTING 

BOSTON,  MASS.  02116 

•  BROCHURES/FLYERS 

617-267-9488 

•  HIGH-SPEED  COPYING 

•  COLLATING 

•  STAPLING 

FREE  PICK  UP  AND  DELIVERY 

•  GBC  BINDING 

; 
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Continued from  page  8 

cent  of  those  infected  are  not 
homosexual.  She  mentioned  that 
the  HTLV-III  virus  has  been 
found  in  cervical  secretions  and 
vaginal  blood.  She  and  Dr. 
Mathilde  Krim  of  the  American 
Medical  Foundation  for  AIDS 
Research  both  recommended 
frank  discussion  of  sex,  STDs, 
condoms,  and  clean  syringes  with 
young  people.  Kfim  added  that  the 
government  is  “sentencing  a  cer¬ 
tain  number  of  people  to  die”  by 
avoiding  dealing  with  IV  drug 
users,  “the  group  that  transmits 
the  virus  to  the  broader,  hetero¬ 
sexual  community.” 

Dr.  Walter  Dowdle,  director  of 
AIDS  activities  for  the  federal 
Public  Health  Service,  strongly  re¬ 
commended  that  people  in  high- 
risk  groups  take  the  HTLV-III  an¬ 
tibody  test  and  faced  relentless 
questioning  from  moderator  Nes- 
son  regarding  the  nature  of  the  test- 
and  where  it  is  given.  Silverman 
pointed  out  that  the  test  “doesn’t 
tell  you  if  you  will  get  AIDS  or 
AIDS-related  complex,”  and 
stressed  that  if  given  at  all,  the  test 
should  be  voluntary,  anonymous 
and  accompanied  by  extensive 
counseling. 

Darrell  Yates  Rist  of  GLAAD 
called  for  more  money  to  be  spent 
on  education  and  charged  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  society  with  homo¬ 
phobia.  When  Dannemeyer  de¬ 
clared  that  gay  men  and  lesbians 
want  to  “use  federal  civil  rights 
laws  to  put  their  lifestyle  on  a  par 
with  heterosexuality,”  and  spoke 
of  his  “affirmation  of  the  hetero¬ 
sexual  ethic,”  Nesson  countered, 
“It  sounds  like  you’re  the  homo¬ 
phobe  [Rist]  is  talking  about.” 

Summing  up,  Silverman  said 
that  the  U.S.  cannot  have  a  presi¬ 
dent  who  says  that  AIDS  is  the  na¬ 
tion’s  number  one  health  problem 
and  then  cuts  $51  million  from  the 
AIDS  budget;  Lopez  said,  “I  will 
consider  my  [eventual]  death 
[from  AIDS]  an  act  of  murder  for 
lack  of  governmental  funding.” 

Frontline  host  Judy  Woodruff 
called  Fabian  Bridges’  case  “a  test 
of  society”  that  “brought  out  our 
worst  fears  and  prejudices.” 


'la<*ar9e 


5387037 


Let  '5  Go  to  Brunch  /  * 


JOHN  GRAVES 
Ph  D.,  L.S.W. 


Phone 

(617) 

266-2069 


Counseling  & 

Psychotherapy 

42  THE  FENWAY 
BOSTON.  MA  02215 


GENERAL 

DENTISTRY 


JOHN  C.  BARNA,  dmd 
AMY  D.  WETTER,  r.d.h 

'90  BOYLSTON  STREET 
10  FAIRFIELD  PLAZA 
BOSTON.  MA  02199 
617*353-1500 


Foster  Commission 


Continued from  page  1 

nouncing  the  new  commission 
mentioned  the  need  for  reviewing 
issues  such  as  the  standards  for 
placing  children  in  foster  homes; 
the  supports  provided  to  biological 
parents  when  a  child  is  in  foster 
care;  and  payment  and  reimburse¬ 
ment  for  foster  care  services.  The 
release  did  not  mention  the  stan¬ 
dards  for  accepting  foster  parents. 
Mary  Breslauer,  director  of  com¬ 
munications  under  Johnston,  told 
GCN  it  was  not  appropriate  for 
her  to  say  whether  the  commission 
would  address  lesbian  and  gay 
foster  parenting  because  that 
would  be  up  to  the  commission 
members  to  decide. 

A  number  of  committee  mem¬ 
bers  did  not  return  GCIV s  calls, 
including  committee  chair  Joseph 
Leavy,  Chair  of  the  Massachusetts 
Council  of  Human  Service  Pro¬ 
viders;  Msgr.  Leo  Battista, 
Catholic  Charitable  Bureau, 
Worcester;  Father  Richard  Craig, 
Catholic  Charities  of  Greater 
Boston;  Barbara  Hildt  (D-Ames- 
bury),  chair  of  the  House  Subcom¬ 
mittee  on  Foster  Care;  and  Rep. 
Marie  Parente,  member  of  the 
House  Subcommittee  on  Foster 


Care. 

Gay  and  Lesbian  Defense  Com¬ 
mittee  (GLDC)  members  Sarah 
Holmes  and  Marla  Erlien,  who 
have  been  fighting  to  overturn  the 
state’s  foster  care  policy  since  its 
inception,  were  generally  pleased 
with  the  makeup  of  the  committee. 
“I  think  they’ve  [Johnston’s  of¬ 
fice]  made  an  attempt  [to  avoid  a 
group  which  is]  solely  legislative  or 
[human  service]  professionals.” 
said  Holmes.  “It’s  a  real  step  for 
them  to  institute  a  commission. 
The  whole  system  needs  review.” 
In  addition  to  looking  at  the  issue 
of  gay  foster  parenting,  Holmes 
said  the  group  must  look  into 
“heterosexual  sexual  abuse  in 
foster  homes  and  low  reimburse¬ 
ment  for  foster  families.”  Holmes 
added,  “The  problem  with  any 
commission  like  this  is  what  they 
do  with  it.  They  can  do  a  very  cur¬ 
sory  investigation  or  look  at  the 
real  problems  in  foster  care.” 

Erlien  said  formation  of  the 
commission  may  be  a  sign  that 
Dukakis  is  looking  for  a  way  to 
diffuse  the  negative  attention  he 
continues  to  receive  as  a  result  of 
his  foster  care  policy,  in  order  to 
gracefully  reverse  a  bad  decision. 


Alcoholism  and  drug  in-patient 
program  in  peaceful 
New  Hampshire  setting 


SPOFFOPP 

F4ALL 


Call  800-451-1716 


Dr.  Jonathan  D.  Stein 
Chiropractor 

Treatment  of:  Neck  and  shoulder  pain, 
Headaches,  Low  back  pain,  Bursitis,  Acute  and 
Chronic  Musculoskeletal  conditions  resulting 
from  occupational  stress  and  nervous  tension. 

Evening  and  Saturday  Appts.  Available,  232-7200 
375  Harvard  St.,  Brookline,  MA 


Now  that  You  Have  A  Lover 

You  start  to  live  your  relationship.  Cope  with 
disapproving  parents.  Struggle  with  conflicts  over 
money,  power,  sex,  jealousy,  and  space. 

Help  is  available. 

South  End  Counseling 

Methuen:  687-4383 
Boston:  437-9643 


Dr.  | an  Rising,  DC 


380  Washington  Street,  Brighton,  MA  02 1 35  (617)  789-4290 


RENEWING  OR  REVIEWING? 

CALL  HERE 

Nancy  Greenwood  Smith 
INSURANCE  AGENCY,  INC. 

Focusing  on  women’s  insurance  needs, 
both  personal  and  professional 

40  Hampshire  St.,  Lawrence,  MA  01840  (617)  683-7676 


♦  INDIVIDUAL/GROUP/COUPLE 
•  GAY-SENSITIVE  THERAPY 


\  c  s 

... 


COPLEY  SQUARE  -  BOSTON,  MA 

617-266-2240 

HEALTH  INSURANCE  ACCEPTED 


DAVID  L.  COLLINS.  C.L.U. 

Insurance  for  all  your  needs 

Suite  830  Orleans  Shopping  Plaia 

50  Congress  Street  E  Orleans.  Mass  02643 

Boston.  Mass  02109  1800  352  3185 

Coll  Toll  Free  1-800-352-318S 


Confused,  Anxious, 
Depressed? 

The  key  to  Clarity, 
Peace  and  Vitality  is: 

EXPERIENCE 

We  have  20  years  of  it. 


Call  us: 

739-7832 

25  Huntington  Avenue, 
Room  331 ,  Boston 


MassBay 

COUNSELING 

ASSOCIATES 


po  Gay  and  Lesbian 

Counseling  Services 

Group  now  forming  at  the  Gay  and  Lesbian 
Counseling  Services  (GLCS)  : 

GENERAL  ISSUES  GROUP  FOR  WOMEN 

This  daytime  therapy  support  group  will  be  an 
opportunity  for  lesbians  to  meet  together  and 
discuss  our  lives,  learning  new  ways  to  grow 
and  handle  different  situations.  For  more 
information  on  this  group,  please  call  CHRIS 
THURSTON,  M.A.  AT  GLCS. 

GLCS  is  a  licensed  mental  health  clinic  serving  the 
community  since  1971. 

542-5188 

'•  Weekdays  10AM-9PM  •  No  one  denied  services  for 

•  Confidential  Services  inability  to  pay 

•  Convenient  Downtown  Location  •  GLCS  is  a  non-profit  corporation 

•  Sliding  Fee  Scale/Insurance  •  All  insurance  claims  filed  under  CSI 

Accepted _ 


Private  Home  Care  Workers  Needed 

FOCUS  ON  AIDS  PATIENTS 


We  are  a  new  service  formed  to  meet  the  needs  of  AIDS 
patients  and  other  home  care  cases.  We  need  licensed 
and  registered  nurses,  nursing  assistants,  and  AIDS  care 
attendants  for  our  employee-owned  business. 

qualifications:  licensed  personnel  must  be  licensed 

in  Massachusetts 

common  sense  and  an  open  heart 
benefits:  credit  union 

double  pay  for  holidays 
work  independently  and 
own  a  share  of  the  business 


write  or  phone:  The  Service  Center 

Independent  Nurses  of  Boston 
120  Tremont  St.  Suite  321 
Boston,  MA  02108 
(617)  542-4194  (M-F) 


both  men  and  women  needed 
disabled  encouraged  to  app/y 

free  training  provided  gay  and  lesbian -run  service 

best  pay  in  town  investors  invited 

AIDS  PATIENTS  NEEDING  CARE  PLEASE  CALL  542-4194 
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Not  To  Be  Missed  J 


San  Juan 


aO' 

X*  Round  trip  Eastern  Airlines 

from  Boston, 7  nights  at  choice 
of  various  gay  guest  houses,  transfers, 
parties  and  more.  $457-$497  per  person, 
based  on  double  occupancy. 

Call  For  Flyer  800-221-6574 


klA  SHARP,  SOPHISTICATED, 
FUNNY,  SEXY, 

COMPASSIONATE  PICTURE” 

-Jack  Kroll,  NEWSWEEK  MAGAZINE 


OffiOrt  Re*ease 


Exclusive  Engagement 
(  NICKELODEON  ^ 

V  606  Comm  Ave..  Boston  424-1500  y 


Lesbians 
and  Children: 

The  Community  We  Create 
A  Day-Long  Conference  For  All  Women 


SATURDAY,  MAY  3 

9am-6pm 

SIMMONS  COLLEGE 

300  The  Fenway,  Boston 
•Childcare  available  (please  pre-register  by  April  10) 

•ASL  Interpreting  available  (please  pre-register  by  April  10) 
•Wheelchair  accessible 
•Vegetarian  food  available  for  purchase 
FEE  $10.*  More-if-you-can,  less-if-you-canl 

*No  one  will  be  turned  away  due  to  an  inability  to  pay 

PRE-REGISTRATION  RECOMMENDED 

For  more  information  or  to  pre-register,  write: 

LCCN  •  P.0.  Box  1976  •  Jamaica  Plain  MA  02130 

Co-Sponsored  by:  The  Lesbians  Choosing  Children  Network 
The  Feminist  Union  of  Simmons  College 


(Allegra  Productions  Presents 


SW^ETHONEY 


Vocal  music  from  the 
Black  tradition ... 
soaring,  weaving 
close  harmonies ... 
powerful  yet  tender. 


Sunday,  April  6,  1986 
3:00  P.M. 

Strand  Theatre  4v  Information:  (617)  547-1378 

543  Columbia  R<±,  Dorchester 

Shuttle  buses  from  Andrew  Station,  Red  line  T  before  and  after  show 
•  Sign  language  interpreted 

7 Childcare  by  reservation  only:  Call  Childcare  Extraordinaire  at  523-3772  by 
April  3  to  reserve. 

Tickets  $  1 2  in  advance,  $  1 3  at  the  door 
Vi  price  under  12/over  60/SSI  by  mail  only 
All  Seats  Reserved 

Available  From:  Out  Of  Town  Tickets,  Sandy's  Music,  Bodyworks  Gym,  Wood&  Strings, 

Glad  Day,  Skippy  White's  Records,  Red  Book,  Food  For  Thought,  ConcertCharge  497-1118. 
Mail  Order  Send  check  and  SASE  to  Ailegra  Productions,  P.  O.  Box  469,  Cambridge,  MA  02238 


BUTTONS  •  BUTTONS  •  BUTTONS  ! 


_ DON’T  DIE  WONDERING _ I’M  NOT  GAY  BUT  MY  LOVER  IS 

_ HALF  GAY _ BROTHER _ SISTER _ QUESTION  AUTHORITY 

_ PINK  TRIANGLE _ LAMBDA _ DOUBLE  WOMAN’S  SYMBOL 

_ DOUBLE  MAN’S  SYMBOL _ HOW  DARE  YOU  PRESUME  I’M 

STRAIGHT _ ORAL  MAJORITY _ I’M  ONE  TOO _ GAY  AND 

PROUD _ DIFFERENT  BUT  EQUAI _ UPPITY  WOMEN  UNITE 

_ HE’S  PRETTY  BUT  CAN  HE  TYPE _ BORN  AGAIN  PAGAN 


75$  each  min.  order  3  buttons  +  10%  postage 
complete  button  list  for  S.A.S.E. 

A 

Freedom  Center,  Arlington  St.  Church 
351  Boylston  St.,  Boston,  MA  02116 


J  OWN  MY  BODY  BUT  I  SHARE, 

J  LIKE  OLDER  WOMEN _ I 

_DYKE _ FAGGOT _ ONE  IN  TEN  OF  YOU  MAY  BE  ONE  OF  US 

_ARE  WE  HAVING  FUN  YET? 


_ JANE  WYMAN  WAS  RIGHT 

LIKE  OLDER  MEN _ BENT 


_ I 


CARRIBEAN  MADNESS  SALE 

SIX  ISLAND,  SEVEN-DAY  CRUISE 
TO  CURACAO,  CARACAS,  GRENADA, 
MARTINIQUE,  ST.  THOMAS,  SAN  JUAN. 

(incl.  free  rt  air  to  San  Juan)  from  $845  pp/dbl  occ  +  port  charges 


SECOND  ANNUAL  CRUISE  ABOARD 
THE  ts  COSTA  RIVIERA  to  ST.  THOMAS, 

ST.  CROIX,  NASSAU. 

(incl.  free  rt  air  to  Ft.  Laud.)  from  $1085  pp/dbl  occ  +  port  charges 


ISLAND  EXPRESS  VACATIONS 
FROM: 

Aruba  $499  Barbados  $459 
Jamaica  $389  St.  Lucia  $389 
Curacao  $349  San  Juan  $329 
St. Maarten  $449  St.  Thomas$459 
Antigua  $459  Bahamas  $259 


MOTORCQACH 

CORNER 
Penn-Dutch 
May  23-26 
Hotel,  rt  trans,  more 
call  for  details 


ITA  TRAVEL  SERVICES 
776-4340 


370  Mystic  Ave.  Somerville,  MA  02145 
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Classifieds 

DEAR  ADVERTISER 
If  race  is  not  a  crucial  issue  for  you, 
why  put  it  in  your  ad?  It  is  not  a  required 
formula;  GWM,  GWF  are  not  necessary. 
GM  or  GF  would  do  as  well.  0 

PERSONALS _ 

SO  NH  GM  32 

Seeks  roommate  for  2br  apt  close  to 
Hav  and  ports.  Sex  or  rel  pos  but 
friends  first.  $250  plus  Vi  util.  (603) 
382-9095. _ (38) 

Do  you  regard  life  as  a  challenge  in¬ 
stead  of  as  an  endurance  test?  L30 
prof,  sane  &  secure,  seeks  similarly 
situated  toolerant  woman  to  share  light 
hearted  fun  and  philosophical  ex¬ 
change.  It  is  time  to  shed  winter’s  en¬ 
nui!  Reply  to  PO  Box  4052  East 
Dedham,  MA  02026. _ (39) 

Prof  GW,  seeks  warm,  happy,  bright,  at¬ 
tractive  person  to  share  long  walks, 
escape  wknds,  hopes  &  dreams,-  & 
possible  relationship. Box  53. _ (39) 

CALIFORNIA 

Lesbian  law  student  relocating  to  Calif. 
Seeks  infor  re:  Gay  community  (incl 
publications),  employment  oppor¬ 
tunities,  living  conditions,  etc.  Also 
desire  to  make  contacts.  Especially  in¬ 
terested  in  Bay  Area,  L.A.  &  San  Diego. 
All  info  welcome  &  appreciated.  Box  52. 
_ (3?) 

SO  PRECIOUS  A  PLACE 
A  new  lesbian  full-length  video  by 
Cecilia  Denning.  Kick  off  Pride  week  by 
taking  your  Lesbian  friends  to  see  SO 
PRECIOUS  A  PLACE,  Saturday  June  7, 
1986  at  7  Temple  Street,  Cambridge. 
Two  shows,  at  8  &  9:30PM.  Tickets  are 
$4-6,  sliding  scale.  Call  391-3411  for 
more  information. _ (45) 

LOOKING  FOR  ANDREA 
You’re  an  autobiographical  painter, 
Jesse’s  mother  and  a  wonderful  danc¬ 
ing  partner.  Call  Deborah  at  2-88  3137. 
_ (37) 

HONEST,  DOWN-TO-EARTH  SWM 
SEEKS  SAME 

30’s  looking  for  younger!  nice  Ikg, 
clean  fun  times.  Please  no  drugs  or 
stupid  head  games.  Love  outdoors  and 
nature.  Box  10  W.  Hyannisport,  MA 
02672.  Quick  reply!  Photo/phone?  (38) 
Sunday,  leisurely  breakfast,  drive  in  the 
country,  braking  at  antique  shops.  Din¬ 
ner  by  lamplight,  60  Minutes,  snuggling 
with  you  and  the  cats.  Have  cats,  look¬ 
ing  for  you:  LF,  30’s  discriminating, 
sense  of  humor,  career  oriented.  Box 
54. _ (38) 

Attractive,  career  oriented  LF  30  with 
sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life,  seeks 
intelligent,  warm,  mature  but  fun-loving 
LF  for  sharing  all  that  life  has  to  offer. 
Box  Si _ (40) 

LESBIAN  FRIENDS 

Lesbian  editor  seeks  material  for  book 
exploring  friendships  between  lesbains 
who  are  not  lovers.  Send  life  stories, 
drawings/graphics,  photos,  etc.,  to 
Caroljean  Pint,  1050  Title  Insurance 
Building,  400  Second  Avenue  South, 
Minneapolis.  MN  55401.  (39) 

FUNNY  DYKE 

Although  I  am  seemingly  conservative, 
my  rebellious,  sensual,  and  devilish 
side  craves  your  curious  attentions.  I 
am  a  scorpio  _+  looking  for  the  same  to 
explore  some  secret  fun.  GCN  Box  56. 
_  (40) 

MGH  LESBIANS 

We’re  looking  for  the  others!  We’re 
planning  a  get-together  and  would  love 
to  hear  from  you.  Confidential  of 
course.  GCN  Box  no,  55. _ (38) 

AUDITION  NOTICE 

Male  &  female  singers  for  P'town  cast 
of  TEN  PERCENT  REVUE.  Bring  song, 
photo,  resume.  Call  542-3622  for  loca¬ 
tion.  Auditions  on  4/1  &  4/2.  (38) 

WORLD  TRAVEL 

GM,  older  27,  GD  looking,  bearded,  etc, 
looking  for  right  person  to  join  me  on  5 
month  trip  to  Europe,  Africa,  etc.  Lv 
March  87.  I  am  energetic,  curious, 
moody,  good  sense  of  humor.  U  R  same 
willing  to  try  new  things  wanting  to 
escape  able  to  pay  own  way  (tight 
budget)  Write!  Letsgo.  Box  47. _ (38) 

WHAT  GOOD  IS  SITTING  ALONE 
IN  YOUR  ROOM 

Tired  of  the  bars?  Looking  for  an  alter¬ 
native?  Then  come  to  GCN  Friday 
nights.  Help  us  mail  out  the  paper,  and 
meet  people  too.  Come  for  an  hour, 
come  for  the  evening,  come  to  167  Tre- 
mont  Street,  5th  floor  (near  Boylston 
and  Park  Street  "T”  stops)  anytime 
after  6  PM.  If  the  door  is  locked,  buzz  us 
on  the  intercom  located  outside  the 

front  door. _ _ _ Jc) 

PLEASE  PICK  UP  YOUR  MAIL 
Cambridge  Gay  Political  Caucus,  Yale  Les¬ 
bian  and  Gay  Alumni,  Brown  Lesbian  and 
Gay  Alumni,  please  call  Catherine,  4264469. 

(351. 

GWM,  18-25,  wanted  4A  friend  who  has 
old  fashion  values,  non  promiscuous. 
Ad  by  successful  wm,  37, 
(clncut/clnshavn),  have  my  own  car, 
home!  Write  P.O.  Box  1489  Boston 
02205. _ (3§) 


DICTIONARY,  anyone? 

The  most  requested  book  at  the 
Prisoner’s  Project  is  the  dictionary. 
(Prisoners,  generally  uneducated,  need 
them  to  wade  thru  law  books  etc.)  If  you 
have  a  spare  one  (paperbacks  especial¬ 
ly),  please  send  it  to:  GCN  Prisoner  Pro¬ 
ject,  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111.  Thanks! _ (c) 


GCN  CLASSIFIEDS 

Make  GCN  your  first  place  to  look  when 
you  want  to  buy,  sell,  rent,  share,  barter, 
visit  or  volunteer.  _  (35) 

Attractive,  career  oriented,  LF  30  with 

sense  of  humor  and  zest  for  life,  seeks 
intelligent,  warm,  mature  but  fun-loving 
LF  for  sharing  all  that  life  has  to  offer. 
_ (39) 

NO  STAGE,  SOUND  OR  TOILETS? 

Not  unless  the  money  is  raised  to  pay 
for  these  services  and/or  facilities. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  ’86.  For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee, PO  Box  8916-02114,  Boston, 
MA.  021 14  or  391-3411, _ (37) 

PART  -  TIME  LOVER 

LF-40’s  seeks  LF  for  sincere,  warm, 
clean  fun.  Ocsas  times-no  drugs-North 
Shore-  Lynn  area  only.  No  ties.  Box  50. 

_ _ (37) 

LF,  businesswoman,  30,  attractive, 
positive,  seeking  LF  25-45,  feminine,  at¬ 
tractive,  intelligent  who  would  not 
dream  of  answering  newspaper  ads.  No 
heavy  drinkers  or  drugs.  Box  49,  (37) 

LF  43  looking  for  same  serious  relation- 
ship.  Thoughtful,  affectionate, 
nurselike,  romantic  eve,  music  art  and 
much  more.  Call  Julie  773-2620.  (40) 

LF  early  40’s,  world-class  teacher,  ir¬ 
reverent,  energetic,  committed  to  the 
arts,  seeks  LF  25-40  comfortable  with 
Mozart,  Motown,  Manet,  Manhattan 
and  alliteration.  Tofu  addiction  not  re- 
quisite.  Box  51. _ (38) 

NO  STAGE,  SOUND  OR  TOILETS? 
Not  unless  the  money  is  raised  to  pay 
for  these  services  and/or  facilities. 
Send  a  check,  volunteer  your  time,  help 
fundraise  for  Pride  Day  '86. For  a  good 
time,  write  or  call  the  Pride  Planning 
Committee,  PO  Box  8916-02114, 

Boston,  MA,  021 1 4  or  391  -341 1 . _  (37) 

Non-smoking,  no  drugs  wm,  18-25, 
without  mustache  wanted  but  must 
have  values,  intelligence  (prefer  blond 
college  athlete).  Ad  by  wm,  37.  P.O.  Box 
1489  Boston  02205. _ (39) 

HU  18-25?  Do  U  like  to  go  out  to  dinner, 
movies,  weekend  travel!  I’m  a  profes¬ 
sional  successful  wm,  37,  who  lives 
alone,  own  home  on  bus  line!  P.O.  Box 
1489  Bos.  02205. _ (39) 

IF  I  CANT  DANCE... 

Pol,  fun-loving,  80’s  LF  seeks  like- 
minded  other(s),  25-35  to  share  joie  de 
vivre  on  the  floor  and  off-Whatever  is  in 
the  mix.  Send  a  note!  Box  48. _ (37) 

WORK  EXCHANGE  FOR  EVENING 
OF  POLITICAL  HUMOR 
Receive  a  free  ticket  to  GCN’s  upcom¬ 
ing  hilarious  benefit:  The  Plutonium 
Players,  presenting,  Ladies  Against 
Women.  We  need  volunteers  for 
various  tasks  before  and  during  the  per¬ 
formance,  Friday,  April  25,  in  exchange 
for  admission.  Contact  Kim  at  GCN, 

426-4469. _ (C) 

JERRY  CABRERA 

Are  you  lost  in  poetic  revelry?  Please 
call  Loie,  426-4469  or  628-4382.  (C) 

PUBLICATIONS 

LESBIAN  CONTRADICTION 

A  Journal  of  Irreverent  Feminism. 
Quarterly  of  commentary,  analysis, 
reviews,  cartoons  &  humor  by  and  for 
women  who  agree  to  disagree-who  are 
still  political,  but  not  necessarily  cor¬ 
rect.  Sample  $1;  sub  $5;  more  if/less  if. 
LesCon.  584  Castro,  no.  236G.  SF.  CA 
94119, _ (V14.18) 

GUARDIAN:  Independent  radical 
newsweekly.  Covers  Gay,  women  and 
minority  struggles  and  international 
progressive  movements.  Special  offer-4 
issues  FREE.  Write  Guardian.  Dept 
■GCN.  33W  17th  St.  NY.  NY,  10011.  (ex) 
off  our  backs 

Celebrating  15  years  of  radical  feminist 
journalism.  We  bring  feminist  national/ 
international  news  analysis  and 
reviews  each  month.  $11  year,  11 
issues.  ($15  for  contributing  subs)  $20 
institutional  fee.  Sample-$3  for  3 
issues!  Write  ‘off  out  backs’  Dept  GCN. 
1841  Columbia  Rd.  NW,  Room  212 
Washington,  DC  20009. _  (ex) 

GAYELLOW  PAGES 

IN  FORM  IMG  THE  GAY  COMMUNITY  SINCE  1973 
Accommodations.  M  groups,  bats,  balhs.  book¬ 
stores,  businesses,  counselors,  dentists,  doctors, 
hotels,  lawyers,  mail  order,  media,  publications, 
organizations,  religious  groups,  services,  social 
groups,  switchboards,  therapists,  travel  agents, 
etc  .  elc  .  etc  (area  codes  &  zip  codes  loo1 ) 
USA  &  CANADA $10 

NEW  YORK/NEW  JERSEY  S3  50:  includes 
Manhatlan  Bar  notes  &  women  s  section 

SOUTHERN  EDITION  $3.50:  Alabama  Arkansas. 

N  &  S  Carolina.  Florida.  Georgia.  Kansas.  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Louisiana,  Mississippi.  Missouri.  New 
Mexico.  Oklahoma.  Puerto  Rico  Tennessee. 
Texas.  Virginia 

NORTHEAST  EDITION  $3  50:  Connecticut 
Delaware.  District  ot  Columbia.  Maine.  Maryland 
Massachusetts.  New  Hampshire.  Ohio,  Pennsylva 
nia.  Rhode  Island.  Vermont,  W  Virginia 

SPARTACUS  INTERNATIONAL  GAY  GUIDE  lor  men 
$20:  (he  rest  ot  the  world  does  not  include  USA  or 
Canada  men's  coverage  only 

Renaissance  House.  Box  292GCN  Village  Station. 
NY.  NY  10014  212-929-7720  All  books  discreetly 
by  first  class  mail,  your  name  kept  strictiy-conliden 
tiai  To  list  a  business  or  organization ,  or  tor  further 
information.'  send  stamped  self  addressed 
business  size  envelope  Please  contact  us  for 
prices  outside  the  USA  In  Canada,  order  from  Glar 
Day  Books.  648A  Yonge  St  Toronto.  Ontario  M4'r 
2A6  416-961-4161  (check  for  prices) 

Ask  us  about  Gayellow  Pages  on  mailing  labels! 


SERVICES 


HELP  WANTED 


ALL  AMERICAN  MOVERS 

Careful,  Quick  +  Kind 
Store,  Pack,  Move.  Home  +  Office 
Mention  this  ad  for  a  discount 
Russ  321-7037ot  322-7373  Pat 
_ I _ (48) 

BOSTON  TRUCKING  COMPANY 
Gay  owned  business 
Licensed  and  Insured  MA  DPU#  25522 
No  job  too  big  or  too  small 
Very  Careful  Movers  641-1234 

Julian  Wright  Moving  Company 
Exp,  Rel,  Lie  &  Ins 
MPDU  #24430 
Tel  661-2958 

_ (1) 

THE  JIM  CLARK  MOVING  COMPANY 

Serving  the  Gay  Community 
with  professionalism  and  respect. 
Very  careful  furniture  movers. 
Piano  and  hoisting  specialist. 

Any  time  of  the  day-any  day  of  the  year. 
No  overttime  charges  354-2184 


MPDU  Number  23733 

(1) 

Poor  Peoples  Movers 
Licensed  and  Insured 

MPDU  #24184 

522-0826 

(D 

o 

From  $18  /  hr. 

■> 

•  MAXI-VANS 

o 

•  CARGO  MASTER  TRUCKS 

•  HOMES  •  BUSINESSES 

cc 

•  24  HOUR  DELIVERY 

1 

•  LIC.  and  INS. 

o 

m 

236-1848 

COLLECTIVE  SEEKING  NEW 
MEMBERS 

Newly  formed  feminist  therapy  collec¬ 
tive  seeking  two  additional  members. 
Must  have  minimum  of  two  yrs  clinical 
experience  and  a  sensitivity  to  Gay  and 
Lesbian  issues  as  well  as  a  commit¬ 
ment  to  group  process.  Call  Teri 
734-4066  or  Bonnie  443-7939.  Please  lv 
message. _ _ (37) 

WOMEN'S  HISTORY  MUSEUM 
Need  people  to  share  ideas  about  star¬ 
ting  Women's  museum  in  Boston  area. 
Interested?  Call  Linton  at  491-8543.  (37) 

Aching  muscles?  Feeling  Stressed? 
Deep  theraputic  massage  for  women. 
Reasonable  fee.  Call  lleen,  327-8908. 


(43) 

CARPENTRY 
and  other  repairs. 

522-4094. 

(39) 

FREE  MEN’S  HAIRCUT 
Evenings  M-F,  also  Sat  +  Sun,  Call  for 
an  appointment.  Watertown.  926-5209 

_ (41) 


GAY  MEN’S  THERAPY  GROUP 

Openings.  Group  focus  is  on  intimacy, 
gay  idenity,  relationships,  individual 
therapy  is  also  available.  Sliding  fee. 
Call  Fra nc is  Giambrone  at  628-6988  (yr) 
CONCORD  MEN’S  GROUP 
A  support  group  in  Central  N.H.  for  Gay 
and  Bi-sexual  men  on  Fri  7:30  pm.  For 
more  info,  Call  Gay  info-line  of  NH  (603) 
753-9533. _ (V14.??) 

RESUMES  THAT  WORK 
$25 

includes  consultation 
and  completed  resume. 

787-4252 


ROSIE’S  PLACE 
A  JOB  OPENING 

Rosie’s  Place,  a  shelter  for  homeless  women  in 
Boston’s  South  End,  seeks  Coordinator  of  Lunch 
Program  and  Volunteer/Donor  Information  to 
help  plan  and  ensure  smooth  running  of  lunch  pro¬ 
gram,  as  well  as  to  organize  information  pertaining 
to  volunteers  and  donors.  Starting  salary  $15,000, 
health  insurance,  and  other  benefits.  For  job 
description  call  536-4652.  Application  deadline 
April  8,  1986.  Women  of  color  are  very  strongly  en¬ 
couraged  to  apply. 

Send  letter  &  application  to: 

Search  Committee 
Rosie’s  Place 
1662  Washington  Street 
Boston,  MA  02118 


TYPESETTER/STAFF  WRITER 

Available  Immediately.  Typeset  articles 
&  other  copy  on  Compugraphic  7500. 
and  write  features/news  stories.  Ex¬ 
cellent  typing  skills  &  good  knowledge 
of  spelling,  grammar  &  punctuation 
necessary.  Typesetting  and/or  word 
processing  experience  helpful.  (Some 
training  is  available.  $160/wk  +  ex¬ 
cellent  benefits.  Call  Gordon  or  Laurie 
for  more  info,  or  send  resume  &  cover 
letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN,  167 
Tremont  Street,  Boston,  MA  02111.  Gay 
men/Lesbians  of  color  particularly  en- 
couraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

COORDINATING  EDITOR 
Available  April/May.  Coordinate 
paper's  administrative/financial  affairs 
&  fundraising  activities.  Prepare  letters 
pages.  Serve  as  liaison  w/board  of 
directors.  Strong  administrative, 
organizational  &  interpersonal  skills  re¬ 
quired.  Familiarity  with  GCN  helpful. 
$160/wk  +  excellent  benefits.  Call  Gor¬ 
don  for  more  info,  or  send  resume  and 
cover  letter  to  Search  Committee,  GCN, 
167  T remont  Street,  Boston,  MA  021 1 1 . 
Gay  men/Lesbians  of  color  particularily 
encouraged  to  apply. _ (C) 

DESIGNER/ARCHITECT 
Small  firm  looking  for  capable  person 
to  participate  full  or  part  time  in  all 
phases  of  office  work,  architectural  & 
graphic  design  thru  working  drawings. 
Exp.  pref’d.  Resume  to:  Tom  Huth,  Ar¬ 
chitect,  137  Walnut  St.  Brookline,  MA 
02146.  (c) 

HOUSEKEEPER/MAINTENANCE 

POSITION 

For  women’s  guesthouse  in  Pro- 
vincetown.  Housing  provided.  Call 
Gabriel’s,  (617)  487-3232. _ (39) 

TEACH  IN  NICARAGUA 

Nicaraguan  Univ  needs  teachers  to 
teach  math,  Econ,  Nat.  Sciences,  etc., 
in  Spanish.  6  month  committment, 
beginning  in  Aug.  '86  or  March  '87.  For 
more  info  and  application,  contact: 
Science  for  the  People,  Nica  Cmte,  897 
Main  St.  Camb,  MA  02139.  Tel:  (617) 
547-0370. _ (39) 

SOFTBALL  COACH  NEEDED  for  winn¬ 
ing  women’s  softball  team.  Your  com¬ 
mitment  pays  off  in  fun  satisfaction  & 
friends.  New  players  welcome. 
247-1235. _ (37) 

DOWNTOWN  CAFE 
Call  for  appt.  Pre,  cleaning  and  waiter 
or  waitress.  Call  338-7037. _ (38) 

PART-TIME  ATTENDANT 
For  JP  area,  for  every  other  weekend. 
$6. 10/hr,  no  taxes.  Willing  to  train  in 
personal  care.  Call  232-5956  in  the 
evening.  Let  the  phone  ring, _ (38) 

JOB  WANTED _ 

BLK  Lesbian  seeks  job  for  June  in 
Public  Ed  or  Admn.  Have  7  yrs  teaching 
experience  (grades  5-12).  Am  currently 
-in  Prov,  Rl,  but  willtravel  to  Bos.  Any 
ideas  or  leads,  write  Box  46. _ (37) 


CLASSIFIED  AD  FORM 


•DEADLINE:  Tuesday,  noon. 
All  ads  are  prepaid. 

No  phone  ads  accepted. 


NAME 


STREET 
CITY _ 


.STATE. 


APT. 

ZIP. 


PHONE  (_ 


Use  1  unit  for  each  letter,  punctuation  mark  or  space  between  words. 
Print  clearly.  Ads  will  be  returned  if  we  can’t  read  them. 


Category: 


Head 

Lines 

Head 

Lines 

Bold  Headlines: 


1st  4  Lines 
or  part  thereof: 


Business 

Non-Business 

Business 

Non-Business 


|  Additional  Lines  Business 

or  part  thereof:  * 

Non-Business 


_  x  2.00  = 

_  x  1.00  = 
7.00  = 

5.00  = 

-x  .75  = 

_  x  .50  = 

TOTAL  = 


PAYMENT  MUST  ACCOMPANY 
ALL  CLASSIFIEDS. 

Return  this  form  and  payment  to 
GCN  Classifieds,  167  Tremont  St. 
5th  Floor,  Boston,  MA  02111. 


Display  (Boxed)  Classifieds:  Col.  inches 
or  part  thereof: _ x  12.00  =  _ 


TOTAL  for  1  Week  (Add)  = 
Number  of  Weeks  (Multiply)  = 
SUBTOTAL 


DISCOUNTS:  for  10-20 
consecutive  weeks 


10%  = 
15%  = 
20%  = 


for  21-30  consec.  wks. 
for  31  +  consec.  wks. 

TOTAL  FOR  AD  COPY 

□  Pick-up  Box:  for  6  wks  2.00  = 

□  Forwarding  Bx:  6wks.  5.00  = 

□  Tearshts:  #wks _ xl.00  = 

TOTAL  = 


k 

l 

I 

rl 
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TRY  GCN’S 

“GUARANTEED 
ROOMMATE”  AD 

GCN’s  “Guaranteed  Roommate”  offer 
AH  Roommate  and  Housemate  Ads 
that  are  Prepaid  for  Two  Weeks 
We  will  run  until  you  find  a  roommate. 

Ads  will  not  be  automatically  renewed.  You 
must  call  in  every  additional  week  you  want 
the  ad  to  run.  Phone  calls  will  be  accepted 
all  day  Mondays  and  Tuesdays  till  noon. 


ROOMMATE  WANTED 

LF  31,  seeks  LF  to  share  2  bedroom 
apartment,  JP,  near  arboretum.  No 
smoke,  semi  veg.  $240/mo+ utilities. 
Avail  April  1  st,  Ann  522-3361.  (38) 

Lg  sunny  rm  in  Victorian  house  near 
Ashmont.  We  are  3  LF’s  looking  for 
another  who  is  quiet,  considerate.  No 
pets.  $300/mo.  Deborah  288-3137.  (37) 

2  L’s  &  8  yo  girl  have  house  to  share  w/2 
other  L.  One  pet  ok.  Beautiful,  wooded 
area,  big  roomy  house,  wood  stove, 
semi-pvt  bath.  $350  including  heat  and 
electricity.  Food,  phone  seperate,  no 
heavy  party 'ers.  Access  to  Rt.  20, 128  & 
Mass  Pike.  Call  1-443-0417  after  7:30 
pm. _ (38) 

2  LF’s  seek  3rd  to  join  our  cozy  Somer¬ 
ville  home.  Nr  Davis  Sq.  B  yard 
w/garden.  Semicoop,  semiveg.  No  pets 
or  cigs.  Rent  $200  +  utils.  625-7435.  (38) 

JP  APARTMENT 

LF  seeks  easy-going-person  to  share 
large  apt,  own  room  &  study,  large  yard, 
w/d.  Have  dogs  +  cat  so  no  more  pets. 
Off  street  parking,  near  T.  $350  per 
month  plus  utilities.  Phone  522-1576, 
leave  message. _ (38) 

LF,  32,  prof,  resp,  considerate,  seeks 
roommate  for  duplex,  w/porch  &  yard. 
Watertown,  near  T.  $362+  utilities. 
924-5967. _ (38) 

SEEKING  HOUSEMATE 

L  30  sks  resp  woman  to  share  8  rm 
house  in  Holliston  w/1  acre  fenced  yd. 
Hse  has  all  applnes,  fireplaces.  Will 
have  own  bdrm,  study,  bath.  Short  or 
longterm  basis,  $375  +  .  Pets  ok!  Avail 
4/15,  Melanie  429-7378,  Wed-Sun.  Keep 
trying. _ (37) 

1M  +  IF  need  3rd  roommate,  indepen¬ 
dent,  openminded,  friendly  individual 
preferred.  Nonsmoker  only,  no  cats  or 
dogs.  Quiet  neighborhood,  good  loca¬ 
tion.  $350  per  month  incl  ht,  util  xtra. 
Call  623-7258  ask  for  Gerry  or  Beth  or  Iv 

message  on  machine. _ (37) 

LF,  33  and  6  mo.  old  infant  seek  friendly 
LF  roommate  to  share  beaut,  pondside 
JP  apt.  No  drugs  or  alcohol.  No  pets. 
$230+  utils.  Julie  522-2626. _ (29) 


Small,  inexpensive  room  available  in  in¬ 
dependent  JP  house.  No  more  smokers, 
no  more  pets.  Carnivores  need  not  app¬ 
ly.  Call  Marcos  at  426-4469  (w)  or 
524-1376  (h). _ (C) 

Brkl  Vill.  LF  32  +  cat(  seek  a  secure, 
resp,  'dptimistic  L/Bi/het  28  +  .  Share  lg, 
beau,  2Br  apt.  No  more  pets.  $350  htd, 
pkg.  738-8621,  Ive  message. _ (37) 

Porter  Sq.  2  Bi/L  F’s  sk  non-smokng, 
mature  F  for  nice  apt  nr  shops,  T  & 
trees.  Independent,  friendly,  prof,  & 
semi-pc.  Temp/perm.  $275+  623-3166. 
_ _ _ (37) 

LF  and  M  seek  someone  (pref  LF) 
respbl,  prof,  mature,  fun  &  relaxed  to 
share  beautiful  pondside  JP  house.  No 
smokers,  no  more  pets.  $228+  util. 
Avail  4/14  or  sooner.  Call  522-5461.  (35) 

SOUTH  SHORE 

2  GM  sk  M  or  F  to  share  5  rm  apt  in  hse. 
$225  incl  util.  Quiet,  political,  no  drugs 
Refs.  961-3878. _ (36) 

YOUR  NEW  HOME 

Come  join  3  LF’s  seeking  1  more  to 
share  beautiful  JP  apt.  Progressive 
politics,  spirit,  humor,  food,  washer 
dryer.  Near  pond.  Aboretum,  Orange 
and  Green  lines.  No  smoking  or  pets. 
$168+  Avail  May  1.  Call  524-6209,  day 
and  night. _ (37) 

J P  LF  seeks  LF  28  +  to  share  apt  w  cat, 
back  yard  +  porch,  big  kitchen,  no 
smoke,  mostly  veggie,  share  some 
meals,  open  to  comunication.  Sorry  no 
other  pets.  $237.50  +  util.  Linda 
522-3868. _  (36) 


FOR  SALE 


1980  MGB 

Black  1980  MGB  with  custom  hard  top. 
Carefully  maintd,  body  exc,  no  rust. 
Moving,  forced  to  sell  at  $6500.  Call 
Gail  at  926-9407  before  10pm. _ (38) 


TRAVEL 


SANTO  DOMINGO-LOVERS  HERE 

Tropical  paridise.  Low  cost,  free  hotel 
newsletter.  Jack  Edwards,  Box  1987. 
Santo  Domingo,  (809)682-2991.  (39) 

7^ 
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Subscriptions 
keep  us 
healthy 
& 

save  you 

$20  off 
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HOUSING  WANTED 

2  TERRIFIC  DYKES 

Both  personally  and  as  tenants,  and 
our  housebound  dyke  cat,  need  new 
home.  2  bdrm/5  rms,  about  $550  htd. 
Prefer  w/d  hookups,  lots  of  wood 
(floors,  doorframes,  etc)  maybe  a  porch 
and/or  yard,  off  street  pkg.  We  want  it 
all  (or  as  much  as  we  can  get)  and  will 
take  good  care  of  it.  Call  Catherine  at 
426-4469  (GCN)  or  either  Sara  or 
Catherine  at  391-3411. _ (C) 

APARTMENTS _ 

3  SUNNY  APTS.  IN  3  DECK. 

NR  ASHMONT  STA.  RENOVATED 

1  studio,  2  one  bd.  carpeted  new  ap¬ 
pliances  incl.  d/w,  w/d,  driveway.  Sorry 
no  cats  or  dogs.  Also  no  util.  1st  and 
last  month  plus  sec.  dep.  of  1  mn  rent 
$550.00  Studio  $500.00.  Roomy  and 
beautiful  quiet  and  clean  and  expect 
that  from  tenant.  566-4193  couples  ac- 
ceptable  1  yr  lease. _ (40) 

LF  and  M  seek  someone  (pref  LF) 
respbl,  prof,  mature,  fun  &  relaxed  to 
share  beautiful  pondside  JP  house.  No 
smokers,  no  more  pets.  $228+  util. 
Avail  4/4  or  sooner.  Call  522-5461.  (37) 

P-TOWN  SUMMER  RENTAL 

N6w  2  bdrm  townhouse,  parking  2  cars, 
washer  dryer,  dishwasher,  deck,  walk 
to  center  town,  $6000  for  season  fr  5/15 
to  9/15  or  by  the  month  $2500.  Call 
617-487-4776. _ (37) 

MARTHA'S  VINEYARD 
3  Bdrm  w/fpl,  w  +  d,  dk,  panoramic  ocn 
view,  nr  bchs,  avail  June,  July,  Sept,  mo 
or  wk,  Iv  mes  617-522-4457.  No  pets.  (42) 

RESORTS _ 

GREENHOPE  FARM 

Enjoy  fabulous  SPRING  skiing  at  the 
only  all-woman  resort  in  Northern  New 
England.  Lots  of  snow  for  all  winter 
sports.  Baby  goats  &  maple  sugaring 
too.  Cozy  rooms,  mid-week  discounts. 
Call  802-533-7772. _ (37) 

SPINDRIFT  TROPICAL  RESORT 
“Tropicall  perfect  Perfectly  tropical” 
(The  Weekly  News,  Miami).  Free 
brochure-Spindrift,  1212  Simonton,  Key 
West,  FI  3304.  (305)  296-3432.  Helen- 
Hostess. _ (43) 

WHITE  MOUNTAIN  MAGIC 
Come  ski  our  miles  of  x-country  trails, 
ice  skate  or  snowshoe,  soak  in  our  hot 
tub.  enjoy  a  sleigh  ride  or  downhill  ski. 
We've  got  it  all-including  a  cozy 
fireplace  and  hundreds  of  books  for 
those  who  prefer  chairs  to  ski i s.  Great 
mid-week  discounts!  The  Highlands 
Inn,  Box  118  G,  Bethlehem,  NH  03574. 
(603)  869-3978.  Grace  &  Judi  inn- 

keepers. _ (34) 

CHECK  ER  OUT  AT  THE  CHECKER 
INN 

Bouble  rooms,  coffee  bt  fireside,  pkg, 
apts,  also  available.  1  block  bay.  open 
year  'round.  487-9029,  25  Wint.hrop  St. 
P'town,  MA  02657. _ (yr) 

BED  &  BREAKFAST  IN  N/Y. 

Enjoy  a  decadent  weekend  in  a  charm¬ 
ing,  lesbian  owned.  N.Y  brownstone- 
only  one  subway  stop  from  Manhattan. 
Be  pampered  by  having  breakfast  serv¬ 
ed  in  bed,  and  sipping  a  complimentary 
bottle  of  champagne  on  arrival.  Foi 
more  information  call  (718)  625-2653. 
The  RADCLYFFE  HALL  or  (7181 
522-2828. _  _  (si  7) 


t  am  interested  in  poetry  and  if  you’re 
interested  in  having  some  "home 
made”,  I’d  be  glad  to  send  you  some. 
Also  it’s  be  nice  to  have  a  penpal.  I 
love  music,  writing,  sketching  and 
singing.  I’m  doing  18  months  for  at¬ 
tempted  burglary.  That’s  a  few  lines 
about  me.  I’d  really  appreciate  hear¬ 
ing  from  someone.  Thanks.  Dishunda 
HODGE,  A160130  Box  148,  P.O.  Box 
8540,  Pembroke  Pines  FL  33024 
wwn^MBiiiuiiiwiii'.tjiiiimiwnimniHut 

I  TO  AU  THOSE  WHO  IN  AND  OUT  OF  I 
I  PRISON  FIGHT  AOAINST  THEIR  BONO  AGE 
|i.4l«x»n<iar  S«rtm*n.  Prlaon  Mamoirs  of  an  \ 
lAnarchiaQ. 
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Prisoners 
Seeking 
Friends 


HELP!  PRISONERS!! 

|We’re  putting  together  (trying)  3  more  j 
“packets”  and  would  like  your  com- 
|ments  and  help.  They  are  on: 

(1)  male  rape 

(2)  coming  out  in  prison 
(3)  “organizing”  inside  (prisoners  I 

|being  more  together  with  each  other!)| 
Send  your  ideas  to  Mike,  c/o  GCN.j 
iThanx! 


ORGANIZATIONS 

D.O.B. 

Support  orgnztn  for  lesbians,  1151 
Mass  Ave,  Cambridge,  Old  Bap  Chr. 
Raps  every  Tues,  Thur  8pm.  Special 
raps  for  35  +  ;parents;  yngr  women; 
baby  bmrs;  singles;  coming  out;  issues 
forum.  All  8pm.  Monthly  events,  outing 
club,  library.  Info:  661-3633.  All  women 
invited  to  participate. _ (?) 

BLACK  AND  WHITE  MEN  TOGETHER 

Multiracial  group  for  all  people.  Call 
(415)  431-1976  or  write  BWMT  Siute  140, 
580  Castro  St.,SF,CA  941 14.  (v14.15)) 

LESBIANS 

Are  you  Lesbian,  Bisexual  or  unsure? 
Looking  for  a  group  to  go? 

Come  join  us  at  BAGLY. 


A I DS 


I  Legal  intern  working  on  project  for  National  I 
I  Lawyers  Guild’s  AIDS  Network  would  like  I 
[feedback  from  inmates,  especially  jailhousel 
I  lawyers  on  legal  issues  concerning  AIDS  in  | 
I  prisons.  Will  send  questionnaire  on  request. 

Write:  d.  Lee  Goldstein,  C-16530  Rm  8222,1 
I  Box  8101,  San  Luis  Obispo,  CA  93409.  If  your  I 
I  institution  doesn’t  allow  prisoners  to  write  I 
I  each  other,  send  request  to  Mike  at  GCN  and  | 
1  he  will  forward. 


CAN  Tony,  497-8282 


(13/32) 


“JOHNNY  DIED  TODAY...” 

14  year  old  Joey  will  blow  out  his 
brains,  Eddie  will  overdose  and  David 
will  slash  his  wrists  in  the  days  to 
come.  All  because  you’re  too  scared  to 
protect  them.  SASE  for  info,  $2  stramps 
64  page  newsletter.  $20  subsc/mbrshp. 
“REALITY  INC.,”  PO  Box  73,  Paramus, 
NJ  07653.  _ (?) 

GAY,  LESBIAN  AND  JEWISH? 

Am  Tikva  welcomes  you.  Activities  in¬ 
clude  religious  observances,  discus¬ 
sions,  potluck  dinners,  folk 
dancing, etc.  For  events,  check  GCN 
calendar.  Call  (617)  782-8894  or  write 
PO  Box  1 1 ,  Camb  M A  02238.  (VI 4.35) 

MAN/BOY  LOVE 

A  support  group  for  intergenerational 
relationships.  For  more  information 
send  $1  to:  NAMBLA— GCNAD  at  537 
Jones  St.  No.  8418,  S.F.,  CA  94102  or 
PO  Box  174,  New  York,  NY  10018. 

(v.  14,23) 


1  •  >  >  -  ■  I  • 


Artists  &  Poets! 

ISome  time  this  summer  we’ll  do 
lour  4th  annual  gay  /lesbian 
I  prisoner  poetry  &  drawings 
Icenterspread.  Get  out  your  pens 
I  (black  for  drawings,  if  possible; 
blue  is  ok)  and  pencils,  and  get  I 
[to  play!!  We’ll  probably  get 
[more  than  we  can  print,  so  don’t 
Ibe  mad  if  we  can’t  fit  all  of  them  | 
| (please)  (smile).  THANX!!! 


fAMAl 


FOREX  TRAVEL 

76  Arlington  St.  Phone  482-2900 


SUMMER  EUROPEAN  SPECIALS 


(one-way 

fares) 

London 

$239 

Zurich 

$289 

Paris 

$253 

Geneva 

$299 

Brussels 

$199 

Rome 

$319 

Amsterdam 

$209 

Nice 

$309 

Madrid 

$239 

Munich 

$289 

Frankfurt 

$299 

Vienna 

$319 

$150  off 
many 
European 
destinations 


Hamburg  $289 


Lowest  Prices  All  Airlines 


WRITERS 

Help  GCN  cover  the  culture  beat  all 
over  the  nation.  Plays,  movies,  con¬ 
certs,  perfomances,  we  want  the  latest 
word  on  the  newest  creations  from 
coast  to  coast.  If  you’ld  like  to  join 
GCN’s  team  of  volunteer  reviewers, 
send  a  letter  and  writing  sample  to: 
GCN  Features,  167  Tremont  St.,  5th 
Floor,  Boston  MA02111. _ (c) 

TTY/TTD 

Do  you  have  or  do  you  know  of  a  new  or 
used  TTY/TTD  device  (telecommunica¬ 
tion  device  for  the  hearing  impaired) 
which  would  like  a  new  home  at  GCN? 
Would  you  be  willing  to  write  a  grant 
and/or  work  to  fundraise  for  such  a 
device  to  become  part  of  GCN's  office 
so  that  we  may  ‘connect’  with  more  of 
our  readership?  Call  Catherine, 
426-4469. _ _  (c) 


I  Young  man  in  prison  would  fervently  ap¬ 
preciate  writing  to  someone  of  the  free  world.  I 
Charles  M.  LEE,  152-164,  Box  45699, 
Lucasville  OH  45699 _ 

Do  you  have  any  information  as  to  how  a  I 
transsexual  (pre-op)  may  go  about  obtaining  al 
medical  document  ordering  appropriate  hor-f 
mone  treatment?  If  not,  maybe  one  of  your| 
[transsexual  readers  would  volunteer  the  info. 
[Thanks.  Jack  LeTAVISH,  82B  1463,  Box  B, 
[Pannemora  NY  12929 _ _ 

[a  lonely  person's  name  and  address  are: 
Patrick  J.  FRATT0,  33015,  1-B  ”E",  Boxl 
J 1059.  Santa  Fe  NM  87501.  I'm  23,  black  hair,  f 
I  weight  163,  of  Dutch-American  descent. 

j  GM  early  30s,  in  search  of  the  sincere,  loving,  I 

[monogamous  relationship.  Are  you  TVs,  TSs| 
| or  real  feminine?  I’m  looking  forwards  to  com- 
Imunicating  with  you  to  find  out  if  we're  com- 
|patible  with  one  another.  Gary  Lee  GANDEE, 
243882,  Box  520  11-E-5,  Walla  Walla  WA  | 
|99362  _ 

HEY,  THANKS!!! 

I  Someone  answered  my  article  “ Flaming  I 
land  petite  in  Fla”  by  sending  me  a  I 
I  Prisoners  Self-Help  Litigation  Manual!  | 
I  Just  what  l  NEEDED!!  Please  drop  me  a  I 
I  line  and  let  me  thank  you  personally!  Greg  | 
1  THOMAS,  081916,  Box  1500  No.297,  [ 
|  Cross  City  FL  32628. _ 

I  have  dark  brown  hair  and  baby  blue  eyes  and  | 

I  love  rock  and  roll  a  lot.  I  was  reading  your  | 
|  paper  and  found  it  really  interesting.  I  would 

|  like  to  write  someone.  But  don't  let  them  know  I 

I I  am  gay  because  then  I  would  lose  my  job  in  | 

[the  major’s  office.  Thanks  again.  Richard  Lee  I 
I TINGER,  409105,  Rt  1  Box  1  Wynne,  Hunt- 1 
J  sville  TX  77349. _ 

I  GM  looking  for  someone(s)  to  write  and  alsol 

|  for  relationship.  I  take  any/either  role  to  make  | 
my  partner  happy.  Prefer  gays  with  feminine  I 
traits,  but  not  required.  I‘m  into  personalities.  [ 
Other  prisoners  ok.  Roger  "Rubia"  SANTAW,  | 
1 123276-E55,  Box  100,  Somers  CT  06071. 

Graphic  by  toMf  Hmm4 


FREE  Federal  legal  material! 

I  The  following  books  can  be  obtained  from  I 
the:Committee  on  the  Judiciary,  US  House  of  | 
Representatives,  Washington  DC  20515: 

Ask  for:  (1)  rules  of  civil  procedure  for  the  US  I 
District  Courts  (with  forms);  (2)  Federal  rules  | 
of  evidence;  (3)  Federal  Rules  of  Appellate  | 
Procedure  (with  forms);  (4)  Rules  of  Criminal  | 
Procedure  for  the  US  District  Courts.  We  hear  I 
these  are  free  and  we’re  writing  for  somel 
ourselves.  Let  us  know  if  it's  true  for| 
prisoners  too.  Thanks. 


\l 


I  OUTLOOK  ON  JUSTICE,  a  prisoner  I 
[support  newsletter,  produced  by  the 
I  American  Friends  Service  Committee 
|  (Quakers),  is  available  to  prisoners  FREE 
|  of  charge.  ($5  to  outsiders)  Write  to: 

|  AFSC  Outlook  on  Justice,  2161  Mass  | 
|  Ave,  Cambridge,  MA  02140. _ 


3 1 V  ^ Q  ? 


PROTEST!!  (and  publicize) 

I  Prisoners  &  friends,  you  should  [ 
constantly  be  writing  letters  to| 
the  editor  of  your  local  GAY  (&| 
strait)  press  making  the  facts  of  I 
the  prison-justice  BUSINESS! 
plain,  and  not  hidden  behind  thel 
walls  where  everyone  can  pre-l 
tend  they  don’t  exist.  Do  it! 
REGULARLY!  Even  if  theyl 
don’t  respond  at  first.  It  takesl 
time  to  educate  folks  in  thisl 
culture  about  what’s  going  on  I 
right  under  our  noses!  Make! 
people  feel  how  THEY  are  a  parti 
of  this.  Tell  the  gay  folks  there  I 
are  GAY  POLITICAL  (attitude) 

1  problems  here,  notjust  your  per-| 
[sonal  problems!  GCN  will  give| 
|  you  addresses  of  your  local  gay 
groups.  Some  national  groups] 
I  are: 

[•National  Gay  Rights  Ad-I 
lvocates,  540  Castro,  San  Fran-I 
cisco,  CA  94114  (western  US) 
•National  Gay  Task  Force,  80 
I  Fifth  Ave,  NYC  10011 
I*ACLU  National  Gay  Rightsl 
I  Project,  633  S.  Shatto  PI.,Los| 
I  Angeles,  CA  90005 
[•National  Lawyers  Guild,  Gayl 
[Caucus,  558  Capp  St,  San  Fran-I 
Icisco,  CA  94110 
(•Lambda  Legal  Defense,  132  W.| 
143rd,  NYC  f0036  (eastern  US) 

| GO  FOR  IT! 


-GCN  SPECIALS- 

Darlings,  (Jo  you  know  computers?  Bet¬ 
ter  yet,  do  you  know  dBase  III  like  it 
was  your  main  squeeze?  If  you  do, 
then  GCN’s  Computer  Committee 
needs  to  know  you!  Solve  our  problems 
and  you’ll  get  glory!  Come  to  our 
meetings  and  you'll  be  charmed!  How 
can  you  reslsit?  Pick  up  that  phone 
now,  and  call  Marcos  at  426-4469,  (c) 

HELP!!!  BOOKS!!! 

Please  consider  sending  or  dropping  by 
GCN(  167  Tremont  St.,  Boston,  MA 
02111;  on  the  Common)  your  already 
read  gay  books  (fiction  or  nonfiction). 
Prisoners  really  do  get  alot  out  of  them 
and  we’ll  be  glad  to  send  them  in. 
Thanks.  (We  don’t  refuse  donations  for 
postage;  but  we’ll  be  glad  to  get  just 
books!).  _  (C) 

CRUISE  THE  CAMPUSES? 

Volunteer  needed  to  bring  GCN  to  area 
colleges.  If  you  would  like  to  "bring  us 
along"  to  one  or  more  college,  call 
Catherine  at  426-4469. (C) 


Circulation  Department  needs  help  up¬ 
dating  the  paper’s  mailing  list.  The 
volunteer  position  requires  a  commit¬ 
ment  of  a  couple  of  hours  per  week,  and 
a  knowledge  of  or  a  desire  to  learn  data 
input.  If  you’re  interested,  call  Marcos 
at  426-4469.  Thanks. _ (C) 

PHOTO  FANATICS 

We  still  need  folks  to  sort  through  and 
file  old  photos.  Have  fun  and  help  GCN 
at  the  same  time.  Call  Loie,  426-4469. 

— — _ _ _ (?) 

GCN  VOLUNTEERS 

Yes,  you  too  can  share  in  the  power  & 
glory  &  office  drudgery!  Cor¬ 
respondence,  filling,  phone  calling,  etc. 
Days  preferable  but  some  nights  O.K. 
Call  Loie  at  426-4469. _ (c) 

HELP!!! 

GCN  needs  another  office  chair  (on 
wheels)or  two.  If  you  have  one  that 
you’re  not  using,  please  call  Mike  at 
426-4469.  Thanks. 


OIL6ND&R 


March  29 
to 

April  11 

29  Saturday 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival:  Mud 

by  Maria  Irene  Fornes,  1PM,  $8;  Panel  with 
Maria  Irene  Fornes,  Tina  Packer,  Jo  Ann 
Schmidman,  Meggy  Terry,  and  Phyllis  Jane 
Rose,  3PM,  $5;  Neurotic  Erotic  Exotics, 
and  the  Womanshine  Theatre,  8PM, 

$  1 2-$  1 4 ;  Three  Up,  Three  Down, 
10:30PM,  $8.  Info:  547-1378. 

30  Sunday 

Boston  —  Women  in  Theatre  Festival 

Marathon:  Ah  Woman r  Rhythms,  Yvete, 
and  Jennifer  Justice,  1PM;  /  Read  About 
My  Death  in  VOGUE  Magazine,  In  Tiber 
Melting,  and  Tita  Wernimont,  3PM.  Info: 
547-1378. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Disabled  lesbians  potluck. 
2-4PM.  Wheelchair  accessible.  Info: 
423-7730. 

Boston  —  “Mamele/Little  Mother,”  and 
“Yidl  Mitn  Fidl/Yiddle  With  His  Fiddle,” 
open  BU’s  Yiddish  Film  Festival.  George 
Sherman  Union,  Conference  Aud.,  775 
Comm.  Ave.  3PM.  Info:  353-4130. 

31  monday 

Malden  —  “The  State  of  the  Union,”  a  talk 
by  Shirley  Chisholm.  Emmanuel  Baptist 
Church,  20  Hillside  Ave.  6-9PM.  $10  dona¬ 
tion.  Info:  322-4125. 

Boston  —  Boston  Lesbian  &  Gay  Political 
Alliance  Quarterly  Meeting.  Josiah  Quincy 
Community  School,  Chinatown.  7-9PM.  All 
welcome.  Info:  265-0348. 

South  Shore  —  DOVE,  a  battered  women’s 
shelter,  is  seeking  volunteers.  Training 
begins  in  late  April.  Info:  Nancy,  471-5087. 

Boston  —  Book  party  for  James  Jennings 
and  Mel  King,  editors  of  From  Access  to 
Power:  Black  Politics  in  Boston.  Roxbury 
Community  College.  6PM.  Info: 
Schenkman  Books,  492-4952. 

april  1  tuesday 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Financial  Planning  for 

Women.”  Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.,  Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM. 
$1.  Info:  661-3633. 

Boston  —  La  Cage  aux  Folles,  shown  by 
Berklee’s  Gay/Lesbian  Student  Org.  Col¬ 
lege  Dining  Hall,  150  Mass.  Ave.  7PM.  In¬ 
fo:  437-7399. 

Cambridge  —  Gay/Lesbian  Task  Force  to 
Elect  Mel  King  meeting.  8  Essex  St.,  Cen¬ 
tral  Sq.  7:30PM.  Info:  Peg  Lorenz, 
864-5464. 

Boston  —  Mitsuye  and  Nellie  and  Eskimo 
Artist:  Kenojuak  shown  as  part  of  Mass. 
College  of  Art’s  Women  Artists  of  Color 
Film/Video  Series.  Longwood  Building, 
Space  46,  364  Brookline  Ave.  8PM.  $1 .  In¬ 
fo:  739-0794. 

2  Wednesday 

Boston  —  “Uncommon  Good:  Civil  Rights 
and  Right  Community,”  lecture  by  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  Bettenhausen.  George  Sherman 
Union  Conference  Aud.,  775  Comm.  Ave. 
8PM.  Free.  Info:  353-3067. 

Somerville  -  ‘‘Staying  Sane  in 
Somerville,”  presents  part  one  of  AIDS  III, 
produced  by  Hal  Koltin.  Channel  3.  1PM. 
Aired  again  4/9  at  6PM  and  4/23  at 
9:30PM. 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Gay/Lesbian  and  Jewish,” 

a  presentation  by  Dr.  Michael  Rankin.  Har- 
vard/Radcliffe  Hillel,  74  Mt.  Auburn  St. 
7PM.  Info:  495-4696. 


Hal  Koltin,  April  2 


3  thursday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  production  night:  all 

welcome  to  proofread  &  paste-up  pages. 
5-7PM  for  proofreading,  8PM-midnight  for 
paste-up.  167  Tremont  St.,  near  Park  & 
Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Cambridge  —  Lesbian  brown  bag  lunch  for 

MIT  students,  staff,  and  faculty.  Center 
Lounge,  Student  Center.  1-2PM.  Info: 
253-5440  or  576-3451. 

Cambridge  —  Common  Threads  presented 
by  the  Oral  History  Center.  Response  by  Dr. 
Mary  Helen  Washington  &  songs  by  Libana. 
Harrington  School  Aud.,  850  Cambridge 
St.  7:30PM  $5.  Info:  498-9000  x9780. 

Allston  —  Franz  Kroetz’s  ‘‘Request  Con¬ 
cert”  presented  by  Double  Edge  Theatre.  5 
St.  Luke’s  Rd.  8PM.  $8.  Plays  through  Sat. 
Info:  .254-4228. 

4  triday 

Boston  —  GCN’s  volunteer  night:  all 

welcome  to  help  mail  the  paper  to  our 
subscribers.  Refreshments,  good  times. 
Anytime  after  6PM.  167  Tremont  St.,  near 
Park  &  Boylston  T-stops.  GCN:  426-4469. 

Brookline  —  First  annual  Mass.  Les¬ 
bian/Gay  Bar  Association  dinner  dance. 
Longwood  Towers,  20  Chapel  St.  7PM.  $25 
and  up.  Speakers  include  Vin  McCarthy. 
Info:  536-5450. 

Boston  —  Boston  Univ.  Gay/Lesbian 
Dance.  Backstage,  Geo.  Sherman  Union, 
775  Comm.  Ave.  9PM.  $3,  $2,  students. 
Info:  353-9808. 

5  Saturday 

Great  Barrington  —  Catherine  D’Amato  with 
Laura  Anderson  in  benefit  concert  for 
“Spectrum  ’86:  A  Day  of  Feminist  Ex¬ 
pression.”  Mixed  Company  Theater, 
Rossiter  St.  8PM.  $6. 

Cambridge  —  Self-Defense  Workshop. 

Sanchin  Women’s  School  of  Karate,  595 
Mass.  Ave.,  4th  Floor.  2-4:30PM.  First  of 
two-part  workshop. 

Amherst  —  ‘‘Choosing  Children:  Realities, 
Roles,  &  Relationships,”  a  workshop  for 
lesbians  only.  Franklin  Patterson  Hall, 
Hampshire  College.  9AM-2PM.  $20  (low- 
income  stipends  available  upon  request.) 
Info:  Lifeline  Institute,  (413)  253-2882. 

Boston  —  Artists’  Ball  to  benefit  Artists’ 
Emergency  Loan  Fund.  Boston  Center  for 
the  Arts,  539  Tremont  St.  8PM-1AM.  $12 
in  advance,  $15  at  door.  Info:  227-2443. 

Boston  —  BAGLY  Dance  &  Party  for  youth 
23  and  under.  St.  John  the  Evangelist 
Church,  35  Bowdoin  St.  8PM-Midnight.  In¬ 
fo:  497-8282. 

Amherst  —  Lesbian  &  Gay  Awareness 

Week  at  UMass/Amherst.  Speakers/enter¬ 
tainment  includes:  Robin  Tyler,  Kevin 
Cathcart,  Rosemary  Curb,  Gwendolyn 
Rogers,  Kathleen  Barry,  David  Scondras, 
Becky  Birtha  and  the  Gay  Men’s  Chorus. 
Info:  (413)  545-4824. 


Cambridge  —  April  Fools  Dance  Party.  First 
Parish  in  Cambridge,  Zero  Church  St.  9PM. 
$5.  Benefit  for  Mobilization  for  Survival.  In¬ 
fo:  354-0008. 

Jamaica  Plain  —  Women’s  Flea  Market, 

with  proceeds  to  benefit  the  Saints.  45  Dan- 
forth  St.  10AM-6PM.  Info:  522-5748  or 
924-5108. 

Bangor,  ME  —  Choosing  Children,  shown 
by  the  Bangor  Area  G.ay/Lesbian  Straight 
Coalition.  Unitarian  Church,  126  Union  St. 
7PM.  $2.50. 

6  Sunday 

Dorchester  —  Dorchester  GALA  monthly 
potluck.  7:30PM.  Info:  288-9155  or 
288-4367. 

Allston  —  Works-in-Progress  by  Gary 
Duehr  with  Theatre  S.,  Sally  Greenhouse, 
and  Monica  Raymond.  Double  Edge 
Theatre,  5  St.  Luke’s  Rd.  4:30PM.  Dona¬ 
tion  requested.  Info:  254-4228. 

Cambridge  —  Semenya  McCord’s  Tribute 
to  Billie  Holiday:  “I  Know  About  the  Life.” 
Old  Cambridge  Baptist  Church,  1151  Mass. 
Ave.  8PM.  $7.50,  $5  students  &  seniors. 
Info:  492-4748. 

Dorchester  —  Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock  in 

concert.  Strand  Theater,  543  Columbia  Rd. 
3PM.  $12  in  advance,  $13  at  door.  Info: 
547-1378. 


Sweet  Honey  in  the  Rock,  April  6 


7  monday 

Cambridge  —  Boston  Bisexual  Women’s 
Network  introductory  meeting.  Women’s 
•>nter,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30PM.  Info: 
■2901. 

'day 

an  —  “In  the  Black  Tradition,”  pre- 
jnted  by  the  Alvin  Ailey  American  Dance 
Theatre.  31  St.  James  Ave.  8PM.  Also 
4/10,  4/12  and  4/13.  Info:  482-2595. 

Cambridge  —  Coming  Out  rap  for  women. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  All 
women  welcome.  Info:  661-3633. 

Salem  —  Buddies,  presented  by  NSGLA. 
Meier  Hall  Screening  Room,  Salem  State 
College.  7PM.  Free.  Info:  745-3848. 

9  Wednesday 

Cambridge  —  Writing  Skills  for  Social  Ac¬ 
tivism,  an  8-week  course.  Women’s 
School,  46  Pleasant  St.  7:30-9:30PM.  Info: 
354-8807. 

11  friday 

Cambridge  —  ‘‘Coming  Out  to  Parents,” 

discussion  for  women  22  and  younger. 
Daughters  of  Bilitis,  1151  Mass  Ave.,  Old 
Cambridge  Baptist  Church.  8PM.  $1.  Info: 
661-3633. 

Medford  —  Tufts  Gay/Lesbian  Dance.  Info: 
628-2818. 


note  this! 

A  Room  with  a  View.  Directed  by  I 

James  Ivory.  Produced  by  Ismail  Merchant. 
Screenplay  by  Ruth  Prawer  Jhabvala  from 
the  novel  by  E.M.  Forster.  With  Maggie 
Smith,  Denholm  Eliot,  Helena  Bonham 
Carter,  Julian  Sands,  Daniel  Day  Lewis.  At 
the  Nickelodeon,  Boston. 

Mid-way  through  A  Room  with  a 
View,  two  young  men  and  the  local 
vicar  strip  naked  and  romp  in  a  seclud¬ 
ed  pond.  As  they  race  about,  splashing 
and  dunking  one  another,  the  camera 
pulls  back.  Light  filters  through  the 
trees  creating  the  perfect  sylvan  idyll 
and  epitomizing  the  homoerotic  sen¬ 
sibility  which  runs  through  much  of 
Forster  writings. 

But  unlike  Maurice  and  The  Longest 
Journey,  which  are  primarily  concern¬ 
ed  with  male  homoeroticism,  A  Room 
with  a  View  is  a  comedy  of  heterosex¬ 
ual  manners.  Lucy  Honeychurch 
(Helena  Bonham  Carter)  is  being 
chaperoned  in  Florence  by  her  older 
staid  cousin  Charlotte  Bartlett  (Maggie 
Smith).  An  innocent  flirtation  with 
George  Emerson  (Julian  Sands),  the 
son  of  a  socialist,  goes  too  far  and 
ends  in  an  impulsive  kiss.  Lucy,  who  up 
to  this  point  has  put  her  passion  into 
playing  Beethoven  on  the  piano,  has 
now  discovered  that  it  has  a  place  in 
her  life.  Back  in  England  —  away  from 
the  permissive  Mediterranean  —  she 
has  to  face  her  stodgy,  effete  suitor 
and  the  life  she  had  planned  to  lead. 

As  usual  the  Merchant-Ivory  team 
has  made  a  lushly  beautiful  film,  cor¬ 
rect  in  nuance  as  well  as  tone,  and 
much  more  faithful  to  the  spirit  of 
Forster  than  they  were  to  Henry  James 
in  The  Bostonians.  Splendidly  acted 
and  directed,  it  is  the  perfect  visual 
equivalent  to  Forster’s  social, 
humanistic  and  sexual  politics. 

—  Michael  Bronski 


La  Gran  Scena  Opera  Co.  ira 

Sift,  artistic  director.  Ross  Barentyne, 
musical  director.  Narration  by  Ira  Sift  & 
Bruce  Hopkins.  Stage  direction  by  Jane 
Whitehill,  Peter  Schlosser  and  Ira  Sift. 

In  the  five  years  of  its  existence,  New 
York’s  own  drag  opera  company  has 
moved  from  Off-Off  Broadway  to  vener¬ 
able  Town  Hall,  toured  internationally 
and  made  a  record.  The  most  recent 
New  York  concert  featured  several  old 
favorites  and  a  few  new  items:  Wagner, 
Bizet,  Puccini  and  Donizetti  were  the 
composers  featured  (or  mangled,  if  you 
prefer). 

Gran  Scena’s  comic  success  is  built 
upon  founder  Ira  Siff’s  deep  knowledge 
and  love  of  19th  century  grand  opera. 
The  jokes  are  typically  based  on  an  ex¬ 
cess  of  expression  and  artistry,  rather 
than  any  bull-in-the-china-shop  effect 
of  men  in  drag.  There’s  plenty  of  broad 
clowning  as  well,  but  the  musical  per¬ 
formances  are  always  delivered  with 
great  care.  Siff  remains  the  center  of 
the  company  as  prima  donna  Vera 
Galupe-Borszkh  (carefully  adjusting  his 
falsetto  stylistically  to  both  bel  canto 
and  verismo),  and  he  gets  strong  sup¬ 
port  from  Philip  Koch  as  Philene  Wan- 
nelle  —  a  mezzo  of  definite  Sapphic 
tendencies  —  and  the  versatile  Keith 
Jurosko,  who  appears  both  as  baritone 
Fodor  Szedan,  and  as  sopranos  Ra- 
quelle  Scandale  and  Gabriel  la 
Tonnoziti-Casseruola.  Although  a  few 
of  his  jokes  are  due  for  retirement, 
Bruce  Hopkins  displays  deft  comic  tim¬ 
ing  as  guest  hostess  Sylvia  Bills 
(“America’s  most  beloved  retired 
diva”),  and  Ross  Barentyne  (alias 
Maestro  Francesco  Folinari-Soave- 
Coglioni)  is  the  excellent  musical  direc¬ 
tor  and  pianist.  Stage  direction  isn’t 
always  as  precise  or  sustained  as  it 
might  be,  but  Peter  Schlosser’s  Act 
Two  of  Tosca  remains  a  comic  master¬ 
piece,  building  its  jokes  with  rigorous 
(if  demented)  logic  upon  a  careful 
reading  of  words  and  music. 

—  Nicholas  Deutsch 
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